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TO THE READER. 


dDo@HRISTI AN Reader:Theſe ſer- 
FI mons were by the godly,and learned 
1%, Author of them fitted for the congre« 
(F757 MD gations to which be was 10 ſpeake,@) 
w doubt intended onely for the benefit of hearers, 
| wt of readers. Nevertheleſſe it was the deſire of 
#' Fnany that they might bee publiſhed vpon hope of 
Rl good that might be done to the Church of God by 
them. There 1s neede of plaine inſtruttions to in- 
cite men to holynes of life,as well as accurate trea- 
tiſes to diſcerne trueth from error. For which end 
7 dare promiſe theſe Sermons will make much, 
pherethey finde an honeſt, and bumble reader. It 
was the Authors greateſt care to handle the 
| wordof God by manifeſtation of the truth 
commending himſelfe to every mans con- { 
ſcience in —_ of God; as once S. Paul 5 
Wtleaded for bimſeife. 2. Cor. 4.2. And if that be gy .vca. '1 
the property ( which they ſay) of an eloquent, and dricliva 
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En "Ta non ex, ore, {ed ex pectore, to 
ſpeak fro bis bart rather 3 bis tongue then ſure- 
ly this Author was an excellent orator, one that 
ſake out of ſound pnderſtanding with true affec- 
tio, Many excellencies there were in him for which || 
bis memory remaines : but this aboue all was hi 

crowne that be vnfainedly ſought Gods glory,and 

the good of mens ſoules « It remaines, that theſe 

C. ſermens be read bythee witha care to 'profie, and 
B ' =  thankggivingto God fer the benefit thou haſt by 

<7 them,fath they are ſuch talents, az in thevſeof 
which hee requires, and expects to bee glori hed: 

Farewell. | 


Thine inthe Lord Ieſus 
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Ion. 8, 340 


Teſus anſwered them: verily,uerily T [a onto you , that 
whoſoever committeth ſinne ts the ſervant of ſinne. 


O acquaint you briefly. 

with che occaſion of theſe 

words : their coherence 

with the foregoing and. 

following verſes ftandes 

thus . Vpon ſome confe- 

rence and arguments be- 

tween our Saviour Chrift 

Sy aj and the Phariſees with o- 

ther of the Iewes about 

the qualitie of his perſon, 

who and what manner of 

| man he ſhould bez Chriſt. 

having plainely teflified who he was,eyenthe light of the 

works thatMeſſiah whomthey had ſo long expe&ted: ir fo 

comes to pale, that many of the people that were preſent 
- hearing Chriſt defend his authoritie againſt the cavils of the - 
* Phariſes, were thereby moved to beliene in him, ver.zp.Vota - 
pd FT Tos wa” 7 
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. theſe believers Chriſt dire&s his ſpeach,telling them thar it 
was not enough for the preſent to ſeeme forward in embra. 
cing 8 yeeldingafſent ynto his doQtine, There is more in it whe! 
theaſo,ifthey will proue themſelues to be true beleivees || Fe*" 
and his Diſciples they muſt perſevere in the profeſſion and £0 
practiſe of his DoRtrine ( if yee Continue in my word ye are 
verily my Diſciples ) verſ.,31. Now whereas many things . they 
might diſcourage theſe young beginners fromgoing on 1/94 
further, eſpecially their ignorance of this heavenly Doc- [7% * 
trine,and with allthoſe manifold finfull Corruptions from: Þ| alt 
which they could not quickly ſhift themſelues, Chriſt for ofre 

their encouragement adds by way of promiſe, that ifrhey || {luc 
will hold on they both ( ſhall kyow the truth ) va: The wall 
Goſpell and all the wayes of Gods grace in mans redemp. || that 
tion by Chriſt, and further (the truth ſha make them free) Jen 
verſ.;2. from the bendage of ſuch inconveniences as might | © © 
keepe them backe from the reſolute profeſſion of the Goſ. Þ #10N- 
pell, as feare ofthe diſpleaſure ofthe Phariſes and rulers, | #4 
feare of loſſe, diſgrace and reproach inthe world, loue of || CÞ1! 
thoſe ſinnes and pleaſures wherein they led heretofore £*7 * 
and which now they might be vnwilling toleaue, Thoſeen= I cir 
cumbrances, which cauied many 2-one to withdraw him- 01d, 
 ſelfe from following of Chriſt, our Saviour promiſeththeſe []#*dt 
beleivers , that if they will be Conſtant they ſhall haue no yoke 
power nor Commande over them: But that the graceof }* W: 
. Godinthe cleere knowledge ofthe Goſpell ſhould make ' Þ But 
them Freemen and ſet them at liberty from the feare or loue 
of allſuch things ,as might pull chem aſidefrom an holy 
profeſſion ofthe name of Chriſt ver/. 32. This louing ad- 
monition of Chriſt is very ill taken by the Iewes. Chrift had 
touched vpon that ſtring that jarred, and they might not 
endure to be thus cloſely though iuſtly taxed for hypocri- 
res and Counterfeites, ſuch as were ſo farre from being true 
belciuing Diſciples vnto him, as that they till continued in 
bondage ynto their Corruption and would be ready vpon 
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The ſlaverie pf ſinne. 

every occaſion tofllie of from Chriſts ſervice. Wherefore 
when Chiiſt cells them thatthe trurh ſhould make them 
freemen, outof a perverſe miſtake they turne this clauſe 
inco occaſion of quarrell and take, great exceptions at 
Chriſt for calling chem flaves and bondmen ( wee be ſay 


{| they, in great ſtomack, Abrabams ſeed and were never m 


bondage to any man; Why ſayeft thou then yee ſhall be made 
free verſ.z3.)Thoſe Commonly bragge moſt that may doe 
eaſt,and yee haue few that Rtende more ſiiftie vpon termes 
of reputation,then thoſe that haue leaft crue worth in them 
ſelues.So it is with theſe worthlefſe Iewes, who Rtandpunce 
tually ypon points of honour to cleare themſelues from 


That impuration of bodily ſlauery,which Cirift layd on 


them ( as they thought ) when yet in the meane time they 
are of all ſlaues the baſeſt,vz ſervants of finne and Corrup. 
tion. They ſaid ſomething that was true that they were A- 
brahams Children borne of Sarah the Freewoman, and this 
Chrift denied not. But whereas they had {.id, they were je- 
ver in bondage to any man that was falſe eucnin regarde of 
their Corporall bondage. For their bondage in Egipr of 
old, their Captivity for-70. yeeres in Affiria of later times, 
and the preſent ſubieRion of their whole fate vnder the 
yoke of the Roman .governement was witne: ſufficient that 
t was noſuch ſtrange matter for a Iew to be a bondman, 
Bur ſay they had beene alwayes free from ſuch bodily (1a- 
yery,this was not that which Chrift aimed at in thar {peech 
of his ( the truth ſhall make you free ) rw'as ſpiricuall lervie 
tudeynder the power of finne wnich he meant,and ſeein 
they will not other wife vnderſtand bim hee deelares him< 
ſelfe in plaine tearmes in this 34» verſe, verily verily I ſay 
unto you whoſoever Committeth ſinne is the ſervant of fiunc ) 
Thereate ſervants of finne as well asſeryants of men, and 
the Condicions of thoſe is a# bad as of theſe yea worle. 
Chriſt makes the Compariſon in two paticulars, 

Servants muſt haue no inheritance withthe free borne 
ER y Chuldrers 
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Children _ may for a while enioy the common benefit of 
the familic : butar laſt they maſt be turned our and tie chil. 
dren only diyide rhe inherirance: ſo wicked menfor a while 
liye together in Gods houſe the Church :. but when the re- 
warde of inheritance ſhalbee beſtowed on the children of 
Godrheſe are ytterly throwne out of all, and no part fals to 
their ſhare, This is expreſled, ver. 3 5. { Andthe ſervant abi. 
aeth not m the bonſe for ever but the ſonne abideth for ever.) 

2 Servants muſthaue their freedome from a free man that 
hath power to ſet them art libertie. Se muſt finners from 
Chriſt the only ſonne of God, who hath this power and au» 
thority given vato him of bond{laues to Sathan and finne to 
make them Gods freemen, He alone brings deliverance to 
captiues and priſoners,tranſlating miſerable ſinners , from 
vnder the commande of the power of darknefſe into the li- 
berty of Gods adopted ſonnes ; who being himſelfe made 
heire of all things as Gods naturall ſonne admits vs the a« 
dopted ſonnes into the fellowſhip of a glorious inheritance; 
This is ſet downe, verl. 35. [ If the fonne therefore ſhall mak 
you free yee ſhalbe free indeede.)Thus the ſervants of ſinne are 
in anill caſe ſure to be turned out of houſe and home;except 
the ſonne of God leſus Chriſt ſhall purchaſe their freedome 
and beſtow an inheritance ypon them. But what ? - were 
theſe Iewes here ſuch kinde of bondmen'? Yea that 'they 
were : and Chriſt makes ie good in the two yerſes follows 
ing by vndeniable arguments. Their vngodly praQiiſe 
ſhewed plainely what maſter they ſerued,and-by whoſe c6- 
mande they were ruled, '{ /kyow,ſairh Chriſt, yee are Abres 
hams ſeed} viz.according tothe fleſh, and ſo borne of free 
parents : but yer yee are not freemen ſolong as malice,con- 

-tempt of the goſpel};loue of the world, bloody defires of an 

innocent mans death with ſuch like corruptions, tyrannize 


and beare ralc over-your hearts as they. doe ;' For why? 

© [ont yee ſecks to kill me. } Acrucll maſter it muſt be that will | 

wy :, and yery flaucs they are that will be obedieor .} + 
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todo ſoill an office as tro murther Chrift, But the reaſon 
followes ye doe ir ( becauſe my words haue ns place in you,) 
Thar moſt holy, pure, meccke and peaceable DoGtrine of 
the Goſpell, which Chrift publiſhed vnto them could have 
no command over their heartes to win them to ſubieais & 
obedience therevnto:they were engaged to another maſter 
& to his word they would obey, not Chriſts, not Gods,ve, 
. which in the next verſcz 8. appeares yet more plainly.) 
Haith Chriſt ſpeake onto you that which I hane ſeene with my 
Father:and ye doe that which you haxe ſeene with your Father) 
(1 )I ſpeake voto you the will of God and you obey the 
will of the Divel. Whence it is eafie to judge vnto whom 
yebelong, and whether yee be the Children of God free 
ſubje&s vnder his gracious government, or the children of 
the Divel and (laviſh vaſſalls vader his mercilefſe ryrainie, 
You ſee now the occafionand Coherence of theſe wordes 
I haue read ynto you. The ſcope wherof in breefe is this:To 
give theſe ewes right information of their preſent condi- 
tion what it was. They in great errour boaſted themſelues 
much vpon their outward liberty while yer they were the 
ſeryants of vnrighteouſnes. Wherefor our Saviour for their 
mſtruction and ours lets them ynderſtand that they bee 
flaues that ſerve finne as well as thoſe chat feruemen: And 
for this purpoſe he pronouncerh to them and ys this moſt 
certaine and yndeniable truth ( Very verily I ſay wnto © 
you whoſoever Committeth ſinne ts the ſervant of ſinne, The 
meatiing of the wordes is plaine if you obſerue, 
- x Whatit is to Commit finne 2 what to be a ſervant of 
finne. To commit fſinne is net fimply to doe any aR con- 
trary to the law and will of God : for even the regenerate 
and moſt ſanRified men in many thiogss fin often, who ne- 
verthelefſeare nor the ſervants of finne but are free from 
finne and made the ſervants of God as itis Rom.6.22, In this 
place therefore to commir Gnne [mls Thy apagrar)is todo 
evill willingly and ordinarily: When men make as it were 


| itrade and common praQtiſe of breaking the lawe of God 
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RO in an ynuſuall courſe of vngodly living withour | 
rE they be the 


&reformatis,of ſuch Chriſt tels ys that 
ſervants or ſlaues [ Ix05] of ſinne( i ) they liue in ſubieRion 
tothe power of their finnfull Corruption, as ſlaues doeto 
the Command of their maſters. Sinne rules over them az 
maſters doe over their ſervants. The maine paint of Doc- 
trine then that theſe words doe afford is this, 

Al finner is a bondſlane,& to line in finxe is to line in thral. 
dome. For the more diftinRexplication of this point touch. 
ing mans ſpiricuall bondage ynder finne I defire you to ob» 

rue three particulars, | 
T Thenatwre of this bondagewherein it confiſtes. 
2 The diverſe degrees and Tindes of it. 
3 Thegreatnes and grievonſnes of it. 
For the firtt; the bondage of finne ſtandeth Chiefly in ewo 
things x rye to the power of ſinue. 


2 In ſubietion to the puni{bment of ſinne. 
The power and authority chat finne hath oyer man is ſeene 


| intwo particulars. 


x 1nveſtraining hu liberty from doing of good, 
2 In emer An bu ſervice inallbad emploiments. As 


3 maſter over his ſeryants canne both bid and forbid cheny, f* 


So the finne that rules in mens mortall bodies hath power 
both toreſtraine them from good andto employ «a 


 evill praRiſes : you ſhall ſee both true in their order. 


1 Sinne hath power of reſtraint and hindering from the 
doting of good, Aſlaue is not inhis owne power but his 
maſters, hee cannot goe whither he will nor doe whathe 
lifts nor diſpoſe of himſelfe as he pleaſeth, his ſervice, his 
goods, his life are all ordered by his maſters diſcretion, So 
is it with a finner who is holden in the fetters and chaines of 
his corruption, he is not his owne man nor can he doe what 
many times he would. In men that are regenerate and ſanc. 
tified in part experience yet witnefſeth how much-they are 
peſtered and cumbred with this finne that hangeth on - 
fa 
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faſt about them. How everthe ſpirit be willing and faine 
they would doe much in the ſervice of God ; yer the fleſh 
is weake and are ſo ſhackled with ir, that for their 
lives they can make but ſlow haſt in the wayes of godlines, 
much a dce they haue to keepe jogging on, dulneffe, diſe 
tration, hypocrifie, formality and a werld of other corrup- 
tions ſet ypon them inevery ſpirituall duty, inevery good 
reſolution;lo that when they do beſt,cheir work is yer done 
but to halues . Grace is yoked with Corruption, when 
that puts vs forward , _this puls vs backeward , in ſo much 
thac a regenerate manis bur halfe a freeman, being al- 
wayes in ſome ſort moleſted by his Corruption in the 
whole courſe of his religious Converſation, according as 
the Apoſtle Paul in the perſon of cucry regenerate man 
complaines very pittifully. Rem.7./9.20.21. But now in 
thoſe that are vnregenerate this power of fin is much more 
predominant, whole hearts, affetions,vnderſtandings, and 
all in chem are faſt locked and barred vp vnder impenitens-. 
cie, rebellion aud blindneſſe,ſo that they are holden priſoners 
of Sathan at bis pleaſure, as the Apoltle ſpeaketh, 2. Tim. 2. 


© 26.Sinne hath dealt with thoſe men as wee doe with wilde 


fowle,clipping their wings that they may nor fly away; or 
as enemies doc with captiues difarmie them of their wea- 
pons that they ſhall bee able ro makeno ſhift for their reſ< 
cue . So hath fin vtterly diſabled man to every pood worke 
by putting out the cies of his clorgt 1 p ſtripping bim 
naked of all thoſe graces & ſtrength which he had by creas 
tion. Beſidethis ſinne hath taken away all defire of doe- 
ing good, haucing afﬀeAted che ſoule of man with the loue 


of ali ynnghteouſnes, whereby it comes to paſſe chat man is 
well contented to be the fervant of finte raking great de- 
light in his owne ſhame alk miley: Vnregenerac men are 
kept faſt in 6ur2nce, being veither able nor willing ro come 
out of their bondage. In this reſpe& is firne con pare to 
ſnares, auduerts, and bends wherein men are caught, 2nd 
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kept faſt for eſcaping, [7 finde ſaith Solomon, Eccleſ, 7,|Goſpe 
28.] more bitter then death , the wwwan whoſe beart 6s as netts Ile wn 
and ſnares, her hands as bonds, Thereby fignifing the moſt [2.15.1 
intangling and inchralling nature of the finne of adultery, [orld,/ 
whereinto few men fall that ever get,out againe [ 7 ſee that [Dema: 
thos art ins the gall of bitterneſſe , and m the bond of iniquity] proteſt 
ſaith Peter to Simon Magi Atts. 8.23, Why becauſe for young 
all his ſeeming profeſſion, he was ſtill ryed to his couctouls [kingd 
nes & other vile affeions,like a ſlaue boid toa poſt with a the lo! 
chaine.So Pau/cxhorts Timothy that he inſtru@higs hearers [theſe | 
tothe end they might [ Come to amendment aud reconer out They 
of the ſnare of the Divell , of whome they were taken priſoners Rome 
at his will. 2\Tim.2.26.] And for this cauſe are finners inthe per th 
ſtate of varegeneration,compared co captiues and priſoners [their j 
kepr vpin reſtraint, ſaiah.51.1.1/ai.q2.7: broad 
But here you areto note that Satan and fiinedoe nor | 
deale alike rigorouſly with all:they carry a ſtraighter hand 
ouer ſome then ouer others.Some they keep i» arita cuſtodia. 
in cloſe impriſonment. And that is when men by Satan and 
corruption are made ſo ſure and iſo faft chained, that they 
cannot goe one ſtep beyond prophanefſe and impiery. Thus 
isit with men , that are kepr cloſe priſoners in the darke 
dungeon of ignorance , or who ſtick faſt inthe dirtor mire 
of beaſtly,coveteous, and yoluptuons affeRions:ina word 
| thoſe thatare giuen over toall vngodly and lewd courſes, 
a Others there ate who are indeed puns but yet they are 
kept is libera cuſtodia ina larger kind of reltiaint, or as we 
ſay,in free priſon. And this 1s when Satan ſporting himlelfe 
in the finne and miſery of man bolds him in a longer chaine, 
and lets him goe a good way onward in Chriſtianity ; but 
yer at laſt fercheth iſm back againe when he pleaſeth hke 
birds in a larger Cage they flutter about, orlike birds ina 
ſtring they make a faire flight vp towards heauen;but Satan/ 
when he ſpies his adyantage, that by their fall he may giue 
{one notable foyle ro Gods glory , and the credit of his 
Goſpell 
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Goſpell,then he twitcheth the ſtring and downe they tum= 
ble ynto hell. Such are thoſe of whict Peter ſpeaks 2. Peter 
2.13.19.20. who had eſcaped farre from the filthineſſe of the 
world, but yet were intangled againe therein. Sucha one was 
Demas whoſe coveteouſnefſe hookt him back from his 
protetſion ofthe Goſpell cothe world . And ſuch was the 
young man in the Gofpell , who was'come neere to the 
kingdome of heauen , buthe had one legge chained faft ro 
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the loue of riches , and that fete him quite back againe. All 
theſe haue a kind of liberty , bur ris only of the priſon: 
They walke abroad bur ns in fetters ,. or as priſoners in 
Romevied to bedealr with, chained to a ſouldier their kee- 
r that doth accompany them to ſee them ſafe returned to 
their jayle « Now you knowe that a ſlaue who walkes a« 
broad codo his maſters buſineſle, is yer aſlaue as well as he 
that i: chained inthe Gallie . Ando are theſe Rill ſeryants 
and bondmen to their corruptions,how ever they ſceme for 
thp preſent to bee more fayorablic vied 4 Thus ofthe firft 
point whereip the maſterlie pgwer of func Rands, viz-the 
reſtraint from doing the good weſhould:, and ſomerimes 


would.New in thenext place,Sinng hatbalfol 


2. Apmer of comanding all bad [aries mhuarj»ever: A ſlaue 
you knowe muſt ride and runnegdrudgaadumds, carry and 
draw,hew1n quarries, digg intac imines; eugpe at the oare, 
labour hike horſes ina mill, and be put roaltthe baſe offices 
that are to be done « Honourable, ſeruices,:there be char a 
freeman , a ſonne may bee, imployed in : bur ſervantsand 
faaes indure the baſeſt and painfulleſt drudgeries , Sois ir 
with a fianer; heis ar the command of his finne,as the Afſe 
of his driver, or as the Centurions ſervants wereat their ma* 
fters beck, Looke how Satan inſpires him and his corrupti- 
on ſuggeſts ynto him, ſo he ſtudies and plotts, ſo he invents 
and praQtiſez.Be i: but one finne that raignes overihim,you 
hall fee him cuer atrzndant on that maſter , as bee it luſt, 
pleaſures,covercouinelle,ambirion, he is wholy caken vpin 
3 3 emer 


. , ; 2&7 
WEL 1 UE PTS yr, 


The ſlaverie of ſinne, WE 


their imployments. He hath nothing to ſpare from them:no þ 
—_— no words, no time: weeke day and Sabbath day, [,,, 
their buſinefle ſtill goes on ; nay the day is not enough for 
the doing of its command . He deviſeth miſchicfe vponhis |, 
bedd,and he cannot ſleepe till he have lay'd a plott how hee 
may compaſle one of his vngodly defires . He will be pro» 
found,crafty,and diligent in contriving and diſpacching the 
affaixes , which the Diycll and his corrupt heart haue giuen 
him in command . For this cauſe is finne compared vacoa || 
law, Rom.7.23. becauſe it commands and rules ouer met 
by powerful ſuggeſtions, provoking them toevill. Alaw- | Nt 
lefle law ic is,buc fitefor lawlefſe men, it prohibireth all chat ;, the 
ood is, andenioynes the praiſe of every euill thing, And ly be: 
e alſo is Satan ſtiled the prince of this world, becauſe he | for le 
hath noe meane company at his devotion euer whome hee || ſcour 
rules as vaſſals and {laues,moſt ready to obey his will and || the C 
pleaſure. Bur will you ſee whar imployment finne and Sa- | q19 « 
tan ſer men abouc. Are they honorable ſervices?no:the moſt | vo ( 
vile, baſe,abſurd, and ynreaſonable offices that can be devi- | hear! 
ſed, what will not they command , or what will not one of || , (11 
their ſervants doagainſt religion, conſcience, juſtice,com- |, | 
mon honeſty, yes and nature it ſelfe? Let coveteouſnes ty» || geh 
rannize ouer himthow beſely,niggardly, ſcraping, pinching | þje 
end ſparing willhe be? How moſt ynconſcionably and vn- [yet 
mercifully will he oppreſſe,cxaQ, cozen and deceive all the || ;his 
world, ftrangers,acquaintance,rich, py friends or foes, | Go: 
Brotber,Farher and all that may challenge faire and honeſt hide 
dealing?If luftrule him he will damnehis ſoule, defiroy his || þ, 
body, diſgrace his name, ouerthrow his eſtate, vndoe all his 1; 
poſterity for the loue of ſome baſe whore. The like may be yet 
faid of Pride,Glutrony and Voluptuouſnes or any ſuch-like || 5,v 
ſwaggering luſt. Yeato gocfarther, the godly many times 2 
are here bcſotted, who to ſatifie ſome one vnmaſterly de- || voi 
fire, will hazard the peace and comfort of their ſoules, diſ- 


grace themſclues and their profeſſion , vexe the _ 
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chemſelues vpon Gods iore diſpleaſure , So vio- 


 fent and tyrannicall are theſe commands of finne and Sacan, 


and ſo baſe and ſervile are we growne in our obedience to 
,thac we will not ſtick ro do that whichin the praQiſe 
xrevent of it tends to our owne vtcer vndoing. Now who 


© Fwould notbe aſhamed of ſuch « maſter , and ſuch a ſervice? 


Nay who is not aſhamed of ic ? But here isthe power of 
darkneffe and the ms 7 Sathan, that whom 
wee hate yet we feare, ſerue : of whom we are aſha«= 
med, to bim yer we ſhew our ſelues obedient, Thus much 
touching a firners ſubieRion vntothe power of finne. 

Next follows hi ſabieftis vnto the puniſhment of it which 
is the ſoreſt part of this b6dage which yer a ſinner muſt ſure 
ly beare.Heis in this reſpeR of al ſlaues the moſt miſerable: 
for let him looke which way he will he can ſee nothing but 
ſcourges and _— rovided for his backe; the whip, 
the Croſſe, the forke aud ſuch like pumiſhments of flaues in 
old time are nothing to the torments he ſtands in feare of. 
No ſober houre paiſcch over a finners head wherein his 
heart is not full of ſlayiſh and dreadfull terrors,arifing from 
a threefold cauſe, 

t From Conſcience, the horrible clamors whereof terri- 
fie his very ſoule and gripe him to the heart with vaſuffersa.. 


| ble panges, while it ſtil cryes in his eare in this ruefull voice 


[yet know that for this God ſhall bring thee to _— oh 
this makes him quake and grow pale he is afrajde to looke 
God or men in the face, he ſhifts & faine would if he could 
hide his firmes from the knowledge of his Conſcience, and 
both from Gods eie. 
2 From Sathan,who though he now ſeeme as his Maſter 
yet he knowes and trembles to thipke of ic that hereafter he 
muſt be his everlaſting tormentor, 
3 From God bim(celfe, whoſe moſt furious wrath and vna- 
voideable vengeance he knows is prepared for him and tea- 
dic every moment to ſwallow him for his rebellion. _ 
WRO 
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who covlde cate his meate merrily chat muſt' pay ſucha 
ſhor > What comforts of this life, whar pleaſures of (in can 
be ſweere which are every moment imbirtered with {o m2» 
ny woes? Ithelpes not a ior har they be for a time defer- 
red: for he'is.notreeman who thaugh he be not clapt.vpin 
priſon, yet cannot walke abroad without feare of the Sar- 

eant,the priſon,the gallowes, when the country is laidefor 
Gas exccutions out for him inevery place. Certainely 
itisa hell ro Jiu: in feare of hell, and as bad as death to liue in 
bondage for feare thereof all the daies of a mans life . Heb, 
2. 13. 

Yet ſuch is the miſerable thra!dome of a wicked man, he 
is everie way in the bryers, being oa the one fide faſt chained 
to his finnefull and vngodlic courſes ; onthe other as ſurely 
and certainelie bound to his everlaſting puniſhment, And ſo 
much for the firſt parc of cheznature of this, ſpitituall bon« 
dage whercinit Randeth, Oh. 


2 Igoeforwarde to thenext point which I propoſed to- 


your conſideration, viz. The diverſe degrees of this bondage: 
where you are tonote that there are twokindes of it, 1.wil- 
full.2,vnwilfull ſlaverie. 

T FTilfullboydage,is when a free mi is content to be made 
a ſlauc,or being by force or fraud made one, is willing to 
continue one fill , Such a one was Ahab who ſold him(elfe 
for a ſlaue ro dee wicked'y, 1. King. 21+ 20. I will giuethe 
worth of it,1aid he to Naboth when he ſought after fi vine 
yard ; true,he gaue the full worth of it, that ſold himſelfe 
for a few acres of land. Such are all thoſe that commit finre 
with greedinefſe, who take pleaſure in all varighteouſheſſe, 
who louethe wages of iniquitie, who obey finne inthe lutt 
thereof, who take thought to fulfill the deſires of the fleſh, 
with full conſent and heartie good will , giving vp chem- 
ſelues to be ruled by the counlels of Satan, and cheir wicked 
hearts , In which condition of a wretched finner, you may 
obſcruc two things remarkeable, 
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The flrverie of finne. 

3x How ſtrangely baſe and degenerat mans narure is ' 
growne, who being a moſt noble Creature, made for the 
moſt honourable purpoſes and ſervices in the world,is now 
growne ſo vile and extreamly baſe, ſo farre forgetful of his 
duty and the dignity of his creation, as tobe willing in- 
ſieed of the free and happy ſerviceof God and goodnes, to 

ut himſelfe into a moſt ignominious flayerie vnro Divels 
and vile affeions. Naturally we all Joue libertie & chooſe 
rather the loſle of life,then of it, and only violence & fraude 
can bring vs or keepe vs in bondage : Bur ſinne hath pre- 
vailed with vs againſt nature and fo taken off from ys the 
edge of all verruous and manly reſolution,that of our owne 
accorde we offer our ſelues vnto it, being put in ferters and 
manicles by our owne corruptions , yea this ſlayetie men 


- count their only liberty in ſomuch that when they be called 


ynto freedome, haue their ranſome offered them,and all 

meanes of eſcape laid before them, yet they chooſe to be. 
flaues til, | | 

2 HowDifficult a matter ti's for a man rocome out of 
thisbbondage, ſurely he that loues the priſon berrer then his 

enlargement its pitry there ſhould be any meanes of his de- 

livery, and ti's hazard if they beſought he wil nor accept of 
them. That ſervant who inthe ſeventh yeere of his bon- 
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dage did ſo loue his maſterthat he would not goe our free, 
he was by the law to ſerue his maiſter for ever afcerwarde 
Exod.21+5, Hee that would not be free when he might 
ſhould not afrerwards when happily he would. And fo it is 
with che ſervants of finne whenonce they beare a good af- 
feQion to their Maſter and are fofar bewitched as to hold 
themſclues well apayd with his ſervice, Then are theireares 
nayledfaſt rothe poſtes and gates of Hell, orrather with 
Siſerg a nayle is ſtricken through their ctemples and at one 
ſtroke they looſe both life and liberty for ever. So that yn- 
lefſe that ftrong man make a forecible refcue of them our 
of the hands of theſe tyrants they doe neyer eſcape ou 

6 this 
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tnis miſerable chraldome. 
2-Vnwillmg bondage:as whena man is taken priſoner by the 
ſword in battle, or circu;nveated by ſome Rratagem or 
fraudulent guile. Suchis the Condition of Godly men ma. 
ny times whoby ſo:ne furious, and yehement aſſault of 
tempration are wounded, overthrowne, taken, l:d' away 
captiue and clapt yp in irons vader the guardot ſome ([trong 
ynruly luft,or other,orelſe by ſo:ne ſubcle (leight and ſnare 
privily laid for'their ſoules haue their heels incrapped in the 
ginne, and for a while are caught as a prey for Sathan, But 
now during this Rraightnefle, whac fighes and ſorrowes 
doe poſſeſe the Godly heare? How tedious aud irkſom is 
this age?How doeth he long cill his heart bee againe 
enlarged, that hee may run the race of Gods Commande. 


ments? Life ic ſelfe is vnpleaſant till this liberty be obrain- . 


ed agajne, Wherfore many a harty prayer is ſeat yp to Hea- 
ven dayly to intreate God for his enlargement, willingly 
doth heembrace all means of freedome, gladly doeth he 
run_and reſt inhim that onely bringeth deliverance vnto 
captiue priſoners , with the Ifraclites in (Egiprt heis even 
weary .of his life for che oppreſſion and cruell tyrannie 
ynder which he is holden, which makes him in the bitternes 
of his ſoule cry out vnto God for deliverance fr6 his heavy 
bondage. Often taking vp that Complaint of the Apoſtle 
911.7424. [ OWreched man that I am, who ſhall deliver me 
from the body. of this death ) Theſe are the ſeverall degrees 
of this boadage:which was the feeond part propoſed to be 
handled. | 
3 Icomein the third place to conſider the greatneſſe and 
Lrienouſnes of this ſprritual bondage: which will appeare by 
comparing it with outward bodily flayery, Now ſpiritu- 
all rk worie then corporall in three reſpeRs. 
1 beregurdof multitude of maſters: In corporall ſeruitude 
1 maſter may haue many ſeruits, but for x ſervant to haue 
&vo or more maſters is a thing vnreaſonable and ynpoſſible. 
ſuppoſe 


may find meanes to ſhift himſelfe ofhis maſter; 1r is not ſo 
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ſuppoſe they were both good;much more if they bee bad» 
Miſerable therefore is the eſtate of a finfull man, who when 
he ſerues feweſt ſerues three at once, 1 his luſts, 2 Satan 
working powerfully in his finfull corruption , 3 God him- 
ſelfe.For the firſt:it may be ſome one wicked affeRion is his 
maſter, 8nd yet there is worke enough to pleaſethat, but 
when many luſts at once beare {way oucr a man like many 
tyrants in one Citty, Lord what combats, broyles,and tu- 
mults be there in that mans heart: when pride c6mands one 
thing, covetouſnes another : when yncleane luſts draw one 
way, ambition another, voluptuouſneſſe a third,a man had 
need then to ſtudy and take thought for the fleſh to fulfill 
the luſts thereof , and alllicle enough to pleaſe theſe hard 
and cruel! taskmafters. Againe he hath another maſter,and 
that is Satan, who inſpires theſe corrupt affeRions of mans 
heart, with much rage and helliſh fierceneſle , and is chat 
grid Pharoah who ſetteth al thoſe inferior officers a work, 
who therefore is called the [ ſpirit that worketh in the Chil= 
dren of diſobedience ] Ephe.2.2.Ouer whom although he a- 
lone may ſeeme to challenge all power and authority as 
over the only ſubjeAs of his kingdome , yer wee knowe 
that beſides both theſe they haue another ſupreameand ſo- 
yeraigne Lord (1) God himſelfe, againſt whoſe governe- 
ment although they do rebel] , yer canthey not withdraw 
themſelues from vnder his power and juriſdition. God x 
king let the earth be nener ſo unquiet , and the haters of the 
Lord ſhallbe ſubie vno him, He will haue todo with them 
in ſpight of their hearts, They feare him as ſlaues againſt 
their wills,both to do his will whilſt he vſcth them to effe& 
by them his owne moſt holy purpoſes, and alſo to ſuffer his 
will in their iuftly deſerued puniſhment. Thus wicked men 
are maſtered on all hands,and no way freeeither from fin ot 
puniſhment, 

2 Inregardef the meanes of eſcape : aſervant hardly vſed 
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with a finner;runne away from his maſter he cannot; for he 
beares him alwayes about with bim in his boſome;his finne 
Rill keeps him company, and goehe whither he will Satan 
doggs him, ſtands at his right hand,nay poſſeſleth his yery 
heart, ſo plying him with temprations and ill ſuggeſtions, 
that he cannoc goe a foote from his ſervice. Tis true the caſe 
is ſo ſometimes with a wicked man that he changeth hig 
miafter,but ſeldome comes a better, If he eſcape the tyranny 
of one ſinfull affeRion ,. he falls vnder the commandand 
power of another as bad . Soyou ſhall hauea very ſpends» 
thrift curne a miſerable niggard: but this 15 only like a pri. 
ſonerthat remoues his bolt from one legg to another, and 
ſuchexchange is only done ypon compact : He leaues one 
vice that he may the more freely giue himſelfe ro-another; 
ſothathe changes his maſter but not his ſervile condition, 
Some raigning finne or other will alwayes-cleaue to his 
ſoule,lie downe with him io his graue,and fhnke him downe 
to Hell. And as for the eye of Gods revanging jultice he ſees 
it open vpon him, to take notice of his doings,and his hand 
alwayes liſted yp to ſmite him,trembling alwayes to thinke 
that he hath no meanes to hide his ſinne from Gods knows- 
ledge,no power to prevent, no ſtrength tobeare the heauy 
ſtroke ofhis wrath when ic ſhall light-ypon him, . 
3. 1nreſpcit of the reward,the world hath ſcarce afforded 
maſters ſo without all humanicy, Tyrannicall and cruell,as 
not to be pleaſed with the faithful ſeraice of aſlaue, or not 
to reward him i2 ſome degree of courteſfie for his ſeruice. A 
ſinner is miſerable both wayes as he cannor-pleaſe his ma« 
ſter,ſs he cannot hope for a reward- , _ For take: a man that 
hath quite ſpent imſclfe in the ſeruice of ſome one of theſe 
imperiall and crucll Lords, who hath done all that. he canin 
Siying full content and ſatisfaRion vnto them, yer.they reſt 
not ; there are yet new commands and further 1njun&ions, 
ſorhat when ic ſeemed, yillany was come to the height, and 
that mens-wites and Rrengths did faile them. for further 
plots. 
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plots and pradtiſes,there's yet a powder plott behund;tome 
new, ſtrange, vnthought of piece of bad ſeruice to be per= 
formed.Sinne and Satan arereſtieſſe and mercylefſe,ryrancs 
neuer contented, ſill exaQting, crying, craving, compelling 
to new tributes and homages . And now when a man hat 
worne out himſelfe in their ſeruice , ſpent. his yeares and 
ftrengeh, his wealth and good name, and body and ſoule, 
and al ypon them, what is then his reward for this his truſty 
and true ſeruice? A courteſy thinke you? Nay a very Hell of 
vnkindneſſe, ſhame, reproach, miſery, and many other pu- 
niſhmentz euenin this life, but. for that other Hell damnati- 
on, fire, ſnares,and bcimſtone,and Rormy cempeſis of Gods 
furious indignation : this is their -portion and the guerdon 
of their obedience. Satandid for a while promiſe faire and 
performe liccle, helping them ro enjoy ſome pleaſures of fin 
for a ſeafon ; bur this ſeeming kindnefſſe was but coloured 
eruelty , all being _ bur a ſweet ſauce co make him 
ſwallow downe thoſe morſels of poyſon, the fierie venome 
whereof ſhall afcerwards drinke vp his ſpirit, andinflame 
his ſoule with cuerlaſting burning, 

 Foohſh menand vawile thatrake ſuch paines to be mi- 


7 


ſerable; But how. ſhould it be otherwiſe, when men are ſers- - 


. vants to Satan?Bur rebels againſt God, In vaine do they ex- 


pe any othec reward for their ſeruice,then the ſeyereſt pu+ - 


niſhment of their rebeJhon, 
Thus I haue opened vnto you according as I have bin a- 
ble,the nature,degrees,& quality ofthis ſpirituall bondage 


of finne. It remaineth now to inake ſome.y le aug applicati» 


on of that which hatn. benne delivered. 

The firſt v/e ſhallbe for the diſcouery of a great errorin 
the world committed by men, iniudging their owne and 0. 
ther mens conditions .. Itis the common opinion of moſt, 
that if a man liue out of danger of law,and haue wherewirh 
to pay euery man aud keepe him our of debr and feare of 
the priſon, it he gan liueypon his owne and be bcholding to 

c 3 no 
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no man, ifhe can ſer his footeto the beſt mansin the pariſh, 
and be able ro make his part good 1nany fuit or quarrell, 
caring as little for ſuch a great man, as the great man cares 
for him, ifhe can ouer-beare his enemies, and trample vpon 
any that he cakes againſ}; If he can go whetherhe lifts & do 
what he pleaſeth, living idlely in plesſures vpon other mens 


labours; ifhe beable to fin boldly, to ſatisfie any diſordered jr 


affection without controule , hauing power in his kandto 
overcome a poore Miniſter,that he ſhal not dare toreprove 
him, or money enough in his purſe to out-bribe the autho- 
rity,8& ſeucrity of the law,ſuch a man as this that hues with 
our feare or care, he is efteemed the only man that leads a 
free life, and liues at his own command. Thus men iudge of 
others and ofthemſclues,'whil'ſt they looke no farther then 
that which is outward, appearing to ſenſe: Bur they muſt 
knowe that every freeman in a civill eftate,is nor a free ſub. 
je& of Gods kingdome; No :'there be that feed dainty, lie 
ſoft, goe richly cladd,liue lazily , and who rake their fill of 
worldly pleaſures in all licemiouſneſſe , who yet are as ar- 
rant flaues as any that ſerue in a Gally. Do but turne their 
infide outward,and you ſhall ſceever whole legions of Di- 
yels dominecring ouer them, pride,covetoulneſle, ambition, 
envie, malice, vncleane defires, with a number of ſuch like 
black and helliſh luſts raivning in their ſoules , vnder the 
command whereof they arc haled this way and that, in all 
ſeruile obedience cuen like flaues bought and ſolde in a 
marker. A vainething tis for theſe men to bragg of their 
nobility,gentrie, of the treedome and ingeniouſneſle of their 
education or living. For let them know that a mans honour 
is his honeſtic and {anRirie; his perfe& freedome is the faith- 
ful, ſervice ofhis God . Heis truly free, gencle,and noble, 
thats truly gracious.Swearing, lying,gaming, whoring, co- 
verteouſnefie, gaping after a few pounds of goldand fluer, 
fooliſh loue of gay apparell, reſtleſſe purſute after two or 
three words and titles of honour, with the like are theſe the 
im- 
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The ſlaverie of ſinne. 


jmployments of a braue, free, generous, and noble ſpirir? 
4 be ic from any man to thinke ſo , ſeruite and bate diſe 
pofition: they be thar ſubieA themſclues , to ſuch wicked 
and vaworthy affeRtions, nor can any be honeſt, or hono= 
zable who hatch ſuch maſters . This the Apoſtle concludes, 
Rom.6.20. [ When yee were the ſervants of ſine, yee were free 
from r1ghteouſneſſe. ] Aud itmuſt needs þe a baſe and diſho- 
reſt ſeruice wherein t'1s free to be, and to do any thinge ſa- 
ing that which is honeſt and righteous . Wherefore let no 
man fall iato theerror of the Tewes here noted in this text, 
boaſting much of their freedome and dignitie, becauſe they 
were borne of Abraham ,& lived not in bodily ſervitude,left 
they heare alſo chat which Chriſt here replied vpon theſe 
lewes { who ſo committeth finne « the ſervant of ſinne ] _ 
aoaine [ ifyee were Abrahams Children , yee would doe the 
works of Abraham verſ.;9.But now [ yee are of "yorr Father 
the Divell becauſe the Iuſts of your Father yee will doe] werf. 
Fo - o .*. * 
ſecond vſe of this point ſhalbe for admonition, Uſe 2. 
-M = one do make triall of his eliate, whetherhe be the 
ſeruant of finne yea or no? For which purpoſe the Apoſtle 
hath ſet vs downe agolden rule, Rom. 6. 16, [ knoweyee 
not that to whomſoener yee gine your ſelues as ſervants to obey, 
his ſervants yee are to whome yee obey, whether tbe of finne 
vnto death, or of obedience wnto righteouſneſſe.] T'is not the 
Liverie or Cognizance of Baptilme , t'1s not thename of 
Chriſtian, t'1s not the outward profeſſion of religion that - 
makes a diftin&oh betweene the ſeruants of God , and of 
finne. We haue a fairer marke to know them by,and that is 
Obedience. This tels vs certainly ro whom they belong. He 
that obeys God he is Gods ſervant, he that obeys (inne, ler 
him proceft or profeſſe neuer ſo much deyotion to Gods 
ſervice, yer be is for all char the ſeruant ot finne and no bet- 
ter, Well then.che triall is now eafie, and requires no more 
bur this,thar you bring your thoughts home to your = 
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Uſer 3, 


 - toallrhecommands thereof as moſt good and holy, eodea» 


-preſent condition, vis. 1. the'euill of the preſent eſtate in 
-which they are. 2 The good of another whereto they may 
-come:borh are ſcriouſlie to be thought onin this bulineſle, 


your {clues how miſerable a thingitis, for a man toliue all 
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The ſlaverie of ſinne. 


- duely confidering n_"—__ do viſually ſerwice ynto, whe. |.. 


, ther God inabeying his holy commandements , or your 


ewne finfull fleſh and Saran in following their counſels, 


© Doeſtthouin thy heart ſerue the law of God,conſenting 


vouring as much as poſ6bly thou artable ro do whatſoe. 
ver it biddeth thee, holding a conſtant reſolution to pleaſe 
: Godin all things whatſocuer . Ifthy conſcience can truly 
ſay yea , then maiſtthou rejoyce in the honourable title of 
being the ſervant of Ged.Onthe other fide doeſt thou com- 
mite fine as our faujour ſpeaks here, that is,doeft thou-wil. 
lingly and ordinarily, make a praiſe of breaking Gods hoe 
ly law. , follewing cuery lewd courſe char Satan leads thee 
to,and g:ving ſcope to thy viigodly defires? yea is there any 
one particular ſinne that raignes ouer thee , wherein thou 
liveſt witringly and wilfully howeuer thou forſake others? 
If thy conſcience ſay yea , then know thar as yet thou art a 
; miſerable bondman and ſeruant yato corruption, hearken 
therefore in the laſt place to 
3 Thethirdvſe wherewith I will conclude this point, and 


thatis an exhorration to perſwade thoſe that find theme| 


ſelues in bondage ynto finne to endeuour by all meanes to 
gett themſelues at libertic. T omen in priſon or bodily ſer- 
vicude, this exhortation were needlefſe ; bur vnto the ſer- 
wants of ſinne, t'is moſt neceſſary to vſe all perſwaſionsts 
make themſclues freemen, Two motiues there are that or. 
-dinarily prevaile with all men, to.ſecke for a change of their 


foraſtnuch as there is noeſtate worſe then the ſlauery of fin 
and puniſhment -: nor any berter then the liberrie of grace 
and glorie.Whereforelet me carneftlic entreatyouto 

your meditations ypon theſe two points. Firſt thinke wich 
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daies of bis fe,” Mke'8 aud Yell GE Tike a yillaine hd wo- 


full is the caſeof that pboft cicature?, whichiHe'rh®'com- 


mand of cuery bafe affe&ion Kd and driven hither and thi- 
ther, according as euery wicked defire'and hell:ſh jaſpirati- 
on ſhall provoke it, wearying it ſelfe inthe ways of wic- 


kednes,andtzking +ry borer of painies towork&vytits' 


owne everlaſting miſcrie. Thinke what ſtrange folly ir i#for 
a man to content himſelfe with a fey poore commoſities & 
pleaſures, that finne can afford for a day or two, the very 


enjoyning whereof do bur make him more vnbappy: No 
man that is wiſe would” buy the greateſt bm Af dag 


ments,for one ofthe panges of anill conſcience, which ace 
compane them. The time comes on when he muſt pare with 
all his delights, and be turn'd out of the world naked of all 
comfort, grace and fayqur. This is ir that cutes him to the 
heatt '\, and one ſerious thought ofit quite daſherh all his 
jollity and contentment , Feares are ypon him oneuery 
fide, making him to line yncomfortable becauſche knowes 
he ſhall die ynhappily. But now turne our thoughts on the 


 otfier fide; and confider bow happieand glorious the con- 


diti5h of the'Saimvis, whom Godby his grace bath ſer ar 
hbertie,fr8n'the ſervice of finne. Whether you looke ypon 
them here if this life in the eſtate of grace,or hereafter in the 
eſtate of glorie, their freedome is cuery way blefled and de- 
fireable, Free they are fromthe commanding power of ſin, 
being now'led by the ſpirit of Chriſt, '*andnor by the ſpiric 
of the Diuell:free from the terrors of an euil-conſcience:free 
from the terrorsof death,hell, andiudgment:free ynto eve- 


xy noble imployment in Gods ſeruice , apt topray much, 


readieto here mych, ' able to meditate much, delighting in 
ſfanRifying the Sabboth, ' chegrefill; forward and willing 
hearted toeyery good worke .. A bleſſed eftate if wehaue 
eicher grace or witt to 1udgearight ofit . I confefſe grace- 
lefſe fooles haue another + wk. of it:Tell them of praying, 
readiing/the word of God, finging ofPlalmes, hearing and 
ui - : repeating 
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| 


painſulleſt drudgerie in the world + Counſell them core- 
fraine gaming, drinking andill companie, to bridle their ya« 


Fe ofa nd rgds lhe andeobeomene to | 
| beruled 9-44 and Gods word. All thisis enen as much. 
as if you ſhould pur them in the RRockes ,. or clapa paireof 
fetters oa ther heeles.. Lertthem liue in a familie where all 


exerciſes of religionare ſtricklic obſcrued,and no getiegis 
yen to any lewd praQtfe, they are as wearie of it asa pri 

ner of the Jayle,or one thac is in little eaſe, and they thinke ig: 
ſeauen yeares till they be gone to ſame other place, where 
ebey may live 8s they liſt, Thus men of perverſe minds,and 


corrapt jud ments- cenſure Gods ſeruice to be no-hetter-- 


then a {ad,dyll, weariſome,and ſlauiſh drudgerie. Vngodlie 
men, that thinke theirgao mirth but in madneſle ;. noxſport 
butin doing miſchife ;- no contentment burin pleaſing the- 
Diuell and wicked luſts, nohlbertie at'all bur in licentiouſ- 
neſſe of liuing, Be ( Ibeſcech you). better informed, and 
knowe that a ſubieQ'is a; free man though-he ſerucs his- 
Prince and obey his lawes: A Sonne is a freeman although 
he live in feare and awe of his Parents :  Aſervantis a free» 
manthough he liue in conformity to the lawes of a Chriſti- 


an maſter, andthe orders of aChriftianfamilie .. And ſos-. 


Chriſtian mag is then faee , yeamofifree when hee ſubmics 
himſelfe eo the lawes of God,, as an obedient ſubie& of his 
kingdome.. Fhis freedame heenjoyes in part inchis life, but 
fully in.che world to come, when he ſhall be pecfeAly freed: 
fromallfinng and miſerie ,.. whenthere ſhall be no feare of 
being vahappy ,. becauſe. no pofſibilnie-of being finſull. 
Certainly my Brechren/, ifthere de ia vs any ſenſe of our 
preſent miſerie,, or expeRation of rhe future happineſle of 
the Saints. , - we cannot chooſer bur figh within ourſelues- 


with many prayers, wiſhes, and lopgivg defizesghac we al- 
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repeating of Sermons ,; and keeping of the Sabbath e kill | 
them dead, & x CL pra foals the to = the | 


The ſlaverie of finne.. "F. 
> may eden freatatietgy of corruption , into this 
| iberty of the ſonnes of God. | 


ore. | Ifnow ( for conclufion of all ) you aſke meby what 
Ir ya» {meencs this freedome may be obtained: 1 anſwere briefly,, 


1 and there is no meanes but ene, and that is Jeſus Chriſt. All the * 


ne to-- flibertic we haue is his purchaſe and from his gift, for as you 
. Jhauc heard, we are bondſlaues ynto fin, partly in regard of 
* the puniſhment ofic , partly in regard ofthe ouer-ruling 
OWEr [rem re A ns yo =_ ſers _ libertie from 
th. Chri is urgeth-ys all our finnes, 
by taking the guilt and ——_ 
by kis ſpirit- delivers ys from the power anddominion of 
here- [fnne,that ir raigns notin our —_— bodies, hauing ſanRi- 


{hment thereof from vs. Chrift - 


and [ficd-vs by ing the holy Ghoſt into our hearts . For 


etter- | [where the ſpirit of the Lord is there is liberty}as the Apoſtle 
| ; akes, 2.(, or-3 1-7. So thateuery way Chriſt is hethat be.. 
pore | owes on vs our manu-miſſton , according as he himſelfe 


izdeed ], wherefore this only remaines char we ſhould 
\and- | goe'ynto Cliriſt, ſeeke and ſuevntohim for ourenlacgmene, 
s his- | intrear him to here the crie of a priſoner and captiue,. andin 
ugh | compaſſion of thee to afford his helping hand for thy deli- 
free» | very. Pray.himto put himlelfe beeweene Gods wrath and 
iſti-- | thy ſoule, making peace for theginheauen, by his bloody 
ſos. | and meritorious ſacrifice, . pray:him to ſend forth imo thine 
mits. | heart,the ſpirit of ſanRification,toregenerato and renexww all. 
fhis | the powers of ſoule & body,freeing them from that law of 
but | finne which naturally is in thy members, that by the power 
reed: | ofthart inward grace , thou-maieſt be _able thenceforth ro 
eof | giue vp thy ſoule and bodie ynto God, as ſeruancs of righ- 


; the: | here ſpeaketh { if that ſonue ſhall maky you fite , then are you + 


- 


full.. | tcouſneſſe and holinefſe.Confefſero him and fay: O Lord o- - 


our: | ther Lords beſides thee hane ruled over me, who haue robbed : 
e of | mcofall grace,peace, comfort,Jhappineſſe,” honour and li- - 
bertie, long haueT lived in greuious thraldome, miſerably - 


oppreſſed and [treightned on every ſide,” Satan, the world, 
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Lord helpe me, breaketheſe ray bonds, voloofe e>eſe eords 


of the Divell, reftraine hispower, deſtroy his kingdome! 
and-ytterly. overthrow the dominion of- fione within me, 
be thou my Lord and King , anddo thou rule oyer me: ler 
thy word command me,thy Spirit lead me , thy power in- 
cline me to all ſubieion vnro thee. Bid me doe what thou 
pleaſeſt,and make me doe it, forbid me what thoudiſlikeR, 


. and ifftubborne force me by fowle, exerciſe ouer me all the 
authoritie of a Father, of a Maſter, of a King,of a God: 1 


ruled, fo-I may become a faithfull ſeruant in thy houſe, 4nd 

5 an obedient ſubieR of thy -kingdome . This my ſeruice is 

r my frecdome_, this freedome is my happineſſe , and for 

' mee to beethus free rand happie is thine honour . Nowe 
therefore take yatotheerhe glorie of all, and except of ty 
ſervice wbo haſt purchaſed my libertie : ymothee O Chri 

I owe my ſoule,much more my obedience,I yeeld chee both 

and all that T haueor cag doe,take all,command all,proceR, 

fanQifie, and ſaue all. | 


FINIS- 


the affeions of fin haue plaid thtynmercyfull tyrants over 
; me, I haue binwholy at their command, thinking ſpeaking'| YR 
and doing. every wicked thinge they haue ſuggeſted-vnto | OY 
me,when I'would do any jgood- , 'eulll is peekene wieh'me'| W=? 
* andaboue me, - and Ian hedged with ſuch a world ofen-| {:@ 
cumbrances,thar I cannot telÞ}which way to getour.'New | I 8 


and keepe me from doing it, perſwade me by faire meanes, 


fubmite me to all and am content by any meanes to be ouer. 


wherewith 1 am tyed, free mefromthis ireightnefſe, and' | y# : 
bring my ſoule our into a large place. - Vndoe the works of || v3 
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"The aiſchies of Jemor ance, 


HosEA., 4. 6. 


'C le are deftroyed for lacke of knowledge : becauſe 

May or reiefted hnewledge, [will alſo reie# thee, that 

 ' | '' thouſhalt be no'Priefſt tome ;; ſeemg thou haft forgotten 
the law of thy God, I will alſe forget thy children, 


a Heſe words containe a ſhort decla- 
y}' ration ofthe miſcrable eſtate of the 
Church of Iſrael in the daies of 
the boly Prophet, when the peo- 
ple they were _—_— the Prieſts 
they were- negligent, both were 
> } growne monftrouſly wicked {and 
@ all werel .kely to bee out ofhand 
moſt ſeverely puniſhed, 
The partes of chis'verſe arextwo, 
| x Theſmneand puniſhmcne I their finne 
Þ ignorance,watit of knowledge of God, tis worſhip and 
ſervice; their puniſhmentis deftruRion ,-or' cutting off; 
partly by temporall iudgements the Sword, Peſtilence, Fa- 
mine and Captivitie ; which for their ignoraricewirh'other 
finnes ſhond come vpon them; partly' by: fpiricuall and 6- 
ternal iudgrncnts in thelx certaine to or in Fell fire. 
( / L407 271} 72 Uh ) my 
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The miſchisfe of ignorance. 


TA people are deſtr ed for lacke of knowledge.) 
4 nih 


no W 


lace 


2 | Thefinnes and puniſhment of che Prietts who are in[4g th 
whe next place particularly queſtioned 3s chiefe authors of giſch 
thatignorance which was among the people: their fone is, [cor 

" that: T hey reietted knowledge and forgot the law of their God:| yiet 
The latter clauſe giues vs the meaning of the former : The ym 


law that was preſcribed vnto the Priefis the ſonnes of Legi 
is expreſſed Deurt. 33. 10. [ They ſhall teach Jace th 
GR 5 and !ſraelltby Law } & yet morefully,Mal, 2.7. 
[ The t'rieſts lippes ſhould preſerue knowledge and they ſhould 
ſecke the law at his manth.,, for he s the meſſenger of the Lord 
of Hoſts.) This then was the covenant that God had made 
with the ſonnes of Le24that beſides the offering, vp. of (4- 
crifices for the people ;. he ſhould provide forthe iftruQi- 
on of the people in matcers of religion : for which purpoſe 
they arc enjoyned, 1, To have the knowledge of Gods 
will for themſelues, that the law of God might be ſought at 
their mouth. and knowledge preſervedin their lips. -2. To 
be readie and carefall roteach the ſame vntothe peop'e; ſo 
farre as concerned their duty to know and praQtifſe . Now 
at this rime cheſe Prieſts had forgottew.i.e. broken the coves 


nant of Levizand tranigrefſed the commaundemene which | 


God of old had givenco.th;,Pricſthood : being guilty os 

double fault. . ging n 
I. Iggorancethat they were not themſelues men of know- 
ledge,ſuch 2s were skilful and learned in the vnder ſtanding 
of the law ablero jinforme others ; but were as the Phariſes 

and Scribes in after times, Blinde leaders of the blinde. 
2« \Negbgenct that chey- rooke no care, in, teaching che 
-poore. ignorant, people according asthey were bound by 
their ed Both theſe faults are fignified vnto vs when 
the Prophee ſaich { That the Priefts had reiefted knowledge,] 
. meaning tbat.thoy were. ignorant themlelues, and negligoat 
rowastys athers:They had-no knowledge for their owne 
part,orif any,yet they deſpiſed to teach jt to others, A fault 
| no 
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10 way ro be toleratedin ſuch men : & therefore in the next 
laceyou haue their puniſhment; which is conformable 


10 are in[re their finne : They would not doe their'dutie, God would 
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diſcharge them of their office ;* they yere2dbrrowledge wich 
ſcorne andloathing of it, ({6 theword is KONY2) God: 
with as much: diſdaine reietFs chem from being Prieſts vnto' 
him : They had forgotten Gods law,God would bkewife forget 
them and their peſteritie , leaving them without relicfe when 


h] their deſerved ſhame and miſery ſh6uld come ypon ther. 


Which fell out accordingly at the finalfdeftzti&ion' of the 
kingdome of Iſraell , when Prieſts and qv. fared alike 
and were all carried away in perperiall captivitie; where 
they and their poſterity remained ever, x 
: -- . The wordsbeing thus in briefe opened royou, 
out of thetn/I commend to yoar obſervation = 
this generall point of inftrution.viz. 
Ignorance in matters of religion bee it is whomſorner 
is a hateful and dangerous finne. wy 
Ifir bee in people 'tisnaught, ifin miniſters *tis much 
worſe, in whomſoever it be*ris a ſime wherewith God is 
highly diſpleaſed and which he wil one day ſeuerely puniſh. 
That the cruth of this may appeate ynto you I ſhall endea- 


' your to viifolde voto you the Qualitic and Danger of this 


finne alictle more ac large : becauſe as ignoranceis a corm- 
mon fault , ſo men haue a common opinion that it is a very 
ſmall offence, ſcarce any atall, You will iudge otherwiſe, If 
you will duly conſider of it in theſe three reſpeQs. 


1. Thenatnreof it, 
. 1 2,' | Thecanſes of it, 
' . 54 - Tho effefls of it. 


x. For the nature of it you muſt knowe that ignorance is a 
foule blemiſh -of- mans nature ; a want of that perfeRion 
which ſhould be-in vs, if matrers were now with vs,as whe 
Godcreaed'vs,we were made after gods Image, and afin- 
gular-part of thar Iiiidgewas oor knowledge, and the moſt 
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excellent part of ourknowled ge was the vnderſtanding of 
all divine matters touchingGod and goodnes,(o farre forth 
as it was needfull for vs to-yaderliand them . Now nature 


ic ſelfe chat hath planzed jneyery.,onc an vameſurable deſire. | ic i 


of knowing much, leades ys alſo to 1udge ho W-INComparas! 
ble anornamenc it is, where i.may:be attained, 

. Whenwee thinke vpon he infinite knowledge of God, 
or ypontharexcellent meaſureof knowledge inthe Angels 
and bleſſed Saints deparryd,..or-ineAdawin his innocencie; 
nonejs.ſo Rupid,and dull azxnotto admire it inthtm and to 
wiſh for the Ie in himſelfe , ſo farre ashe mighr be cape. 
ableof it . In which.caſe when wc leoke(.backe from them 
to our ſelues, who canchooſe, buc hang downe his head for 
very ſhame and griefe toſee God, and theſe blefled crea: 
cures, inhabiung jt ſa gloriouza brightnes and lightſomnes 
whileſt himſelte dwels ia darkenes.compaſſed about with a 
blacke night of ignorance, erreur, and obſcuricie : He ſeeth 
_ as much difference betweene himſelfe and them,as between 
hirg, chat travaites by che cleare ſunne-ſhine and one that 
walkes by a candle, Knowledge is like the ſuntit* inthe 
world,or the ejeina mans face: nothing would B8Moreru- 
full,and diſma!] then the world without thelight of the ſun, 


* 


nor. is any deformity in the face more notable then the . 


' want of an eie : And certainely there js-nothing-more vglie 
to behald,then that ſoule which isdarkned inits vnderftan. 
ding through blindnes and ignorance, being deſtitute of the 
knowledge of God, of Chat, of grace, of Religion; the 
knowledge whereofis both light, and life vato the ſoule. 

2 Inthe nexc place let vs conſider the cauſes of mans ige 

TRA they are two,both very, bad according as the 
C. e,! ; i ' [39 a 
z: Thefirſtis e Adams finne from'whoſe fall this naturall 
corruption and weakenes is derived varo vs. Hee finned;. 


and wein him : both are av ned among. other great Jofſes; . 
OFLOUS, APLALKE 
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ding part. Ithad once a power andiJarge capacity tocoms 
pretend all chiags both nacurall & divine: but at this time: 
very great weakenes and dimneſle off ſight is fallen vpon- 
it ia. diſcerning narurall things : and for the knowledge of 
God and ſp:rituzll things it is growneeyen ſtarke blinde, 
Hence thenis that firſt bond of ignorance which wee may 
call vaturalland invircible . Naturall, becauſe every ſonne 
of Adam brings it with him into the world by the courſe 
of his generation - and birth .:. forasmuch as every one is 
borne weake-ſfighted with this- infirmicy and difabilitic in. 
his voderGanding .. Therefore in- infants there is-more then. 
ignorantia phra negationss :for being finneſull, ignorance is 
a part of their originall corruption, and fo tis alſo,prave drſ= 
poſitions they not only know not by reaſon of age; bur are. 
il diſpoſed co know by reaſon of the diſability of their fine: 
fulluature . Againe this ignorancais cearmed iwvircible or 
vnayoidable,becauſe the naturall manalwaies continues in. 
it , and cannor by his owne ſtrength ever gee our of it: but: 
only by the helpe of Gods ſpirit outwardly. affording the, 
the meanes of holy knowledge & inwardly. inlightaing the: 
minde to vaderftand them arighe as the Apoſtle. ſheweth. 
ZeCor.g. 18; + VERS | 
2. Our owne finne viz2 wilfull rebellion in negleRing; 
and deſpifing all holy meanes of knowledge : when meancs- 
are not they ſeek nor aftertnem, when they. be offered, chey: 
reuſe them,or vic them with alcareleſneſſe andgdifreſpeR: 
when men winke againſt the light, cloſing vp their cies 
thatit may not ſhine idcheir hearts : when they will none: 


of wiſdomes inftruQtons, þut ftubbornely ſay ro God, de-: Iob. 21. 14; 


part. from vs., forms; deſire not the knowledge of thy waies., 
Heace is thatother kinde ofignorance which we call, affe- 
Hed:,. a fouler fault by farre then-the former : wheo men 
know nothiag and-yet {cqrneco learne anie thing;-rhoy will 
notheare, ; nor conferre;-nor read,; nor pray, nor. vſeany. 
meanest0 get knowledge, but axe contenctofit Rill in dark- 
| | Abe = a Þ nes, 


. WL {ee ras. > ——_ Wert pe on 
or? 
nes, as che Egyptians were ſometimes forced to doe, not 


Nirring one way or other A miſerable condition, but 1 
ſhall cel you the reaſon of it: they abide in darknes, becauſe 


The miſchie/e ano ance, 


ms 


cbey are lothto ſec andto be ſecne , Should chey come a-. 


broadin the light, their manifold deformuies and abomina.. 
ble corruptions would be diſcovered by the light of the 


word to their ſhame and giiefe : they ſhould meete with 


many reproofes of their lewd courſes, many perſwafions ro 
piety and obedience: all which they canby no meanes en. 
dure,it is death to chem to heare of their faules, when they 
arcreſolyed not to amend them : and they wilt be wilfulle 
ignorant of that , which being once knowne would often 
trouble their conſciences. This reaſon of mans wilful affe. 
Red ignorance, Chriſt gues, /oh.z.19.20. [Light came into 
theworld,and men loved darknes rather then light , becanſe 
their deedes were evil! : for every man that evill doth hates the 
light nnither commeth to the light left his deeds ſhould be re. 
proved.) Theſe are the cauſes of this ignorance , originall 
corruption diſabling vs to know, aRuall Rtubborneſfle and 
frowardnefie,making vs vnwilling coknow : wherefore iv- 
norance mult needes be ill, that hach ſoill cauſes, where the 
roote is rottenneſle, you can looke for no fruit but corrup- 
tion. | 


-N Come we inthe third place to the effes of it 8 you . 


ſhall ſee it js evill and hucrfull in that regard alſo. The 
fruits of 1gnorance are two. I. finne. 2. puniſhmene. 
x. ſinne. Ignorance is a finne itſelfe and itisa cauſe of ma- 
ny ſinnes: There be mother finnes and this is one of them; a 
fruitfull mother norof deyorion, as blinde' Papiſts would 
haye vs belieuc, but of iniquiticand impierie , An ignorance 
man is a wecked man; an ignorant Prieftis a wicked Prieſt 
an ignorant people. finnefull people. Tis plaine by this 
very chapter. [ There # no truth , nor mercy nor knowledge 
of God in the lard} ſaith che propher; ver.r..Whar followes 
thence, why this { by ſwearing and ing, and killing and fre. 
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ling and c mmilting adultery they breake out and blood tou- 
cheth blood, 'verſ.2. Againe, [ 1ſracll doth not know, my peo« 
ple d th not conſider, ] ſaith the Prophet {ſazab.( hapt.1,v.3. 
what of that chey might yer be deyour,, and hoiy might 
they not? No: rezdthe complaint that followes therevp- 
on,ver.;.[ Ah innefull nation,a people laden with iniquitie, a 
ſeed of evill doers children that are corrunters they bane for (a- 
ker the Lord,they hane provoked the holy one of [[rael they are 
gone away backward ) ice the fruits of ignorance whereby 
men become Apotiates from God, wicked in themſelues, & 
corrupters of others : for ſo itis, they that know no good 
themſclues haue yet knowledge enough to teach another 


to dotevill . norcan this bee otherwiſe : foras much as 


where the hearr iseviil che hfe wilbe wicked « Now an ig- 
norant perlon 4s devoide of grace. So faith the Apoſtle 
touching the Gentiles , that they were [ frangers fromthe 
life of God through the ignorance that was in them becauſe of 
the blendneſſe of ther harts, Eph.4.1 8.) that is,they were de= 
irure of all iauing and quickning- power of Gods ſpirit, 
they h:d no grace,no faich,no feare;vo loue,noirucaffeRi- 
on to God or any {pirituail goodnes ; they had neither care 
nor defice of that they knew not : whence ver. 1 9. followes 
immediacly their lewd hues in that [ being without ſenſe ( of 
goodnes)they gawe whemſe!urs unto wantonneſſe , to works all 
vncleannes even with greedines,) For what will nota grace= 
lefle ignorant mandoe,who knowes not, but he may doe a- 
ny thing ? He is blinde and canner chooſe but Rumble ar e- 
very blocke,daſh himelfe againtt every poſt,tumble intoe= 
very dich be is z ſhip without: a Maſter chat runnes at ad- 
yearure with any 'winde, vpon any rocke or ſhelfe, Tr is 
Chrifts compariſon , /oh.1 2.35. { He that walketh, inthe 
darke kw1weth not whether be goeth} and fois an ignorance 
manhe rravels in che night : hee cannot ſee his: way befere 
him/be miſſeth ar every turning,, hee mult leape hedge and 


dirch;and yer til the farther he goeth,the more he _ 
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The miſchiefe of ignorance. 
No good workehe takes in hand bur hee failes ſirangely in 
the performance, in everie courſe of his life hee goeth aſtraie 

.through his great folly,and before he is aware runnes vpon 
a thouſand ſnares and temprations,the Divel hath (er for to 
take him . You ſee then ignorance is an occafion of marie 
finnes : butin particular let me giue you warning of two 
ſpeciall faults that ignorant-men vſually runne into. 1 In- 
conſtancie in religion whether ic be in opinion or praRiſe, 
for when men take ypon them the profeſſion vs religion 
believing; and praRiling many things, but are not ableto 
giue an accouut of their faith , nor tell any ſound reaſon 
why , vpon what grounds}, to what end they do ſuch and 
fuch rhings:can it be expeRed, bur that if theſe bee ſtrongly 
ſett ypon and put to it indeed, they will- be drawne withour 
much adoe to change their minds? Weknowe what the A. 
poltte ſpeaks of thoſe filly women, wbo were alwayes learning, 


————— 


the fitteſt ro become a prey vnto falſe teachers and decea- 
vers, who creeping into their houſes & hearts,by cunning in« 
finuations deluded them, and /ed them captine toany erro- 
neous opinion or praQtiſe. 2.7591.3.6.7. Among vs,my bre- 
thren, in theſe times wee haue to blame men as well as wo- 


whoſe religion is yer to chooſe , and for ought they knowe 
to the contrary,another may be as good as that which they 
profeſle for the preſents, they be Proteſtants in ſhew, bur 
they knowe as little what belongs to true religion as they 
doc of Popery-: They bee no more able to diitinguiſh be- 
rweenetrue religion and fa'ſe , then aninfant berweenethe 
right hand and theleft. !And rherefore if at anytime a Prieſt, 
orTeſuic, or other cunning Papiſt ſet ypon them, they are 
ftraight way puzzled and ſtaggered : they haue nothiug to 
anſwere in defence of their religion', but you ſhall ſee chem 


preſently ferch' ouer with fine words,and halfe perſwaded 
to 


—— £ 


and yet neuer came to the knowledge of the truth +: they were. 


men for this fau\t, The intolerable ignorance of molt is ſuſſi« ' 
cient witneſſe to all the worlde , that there” are nor a few. 
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neely in Ito be of another opinion; yea didnot ciutibreſpe& KW rem- 
h aftraie ſporall incvericncey beate chem off frem poperie more the 
ies vpon fthe knowledge or barred of ſuch 'errors as Papiſts main- 
erfor to ſJaitiegthere is nothing couldkeepe themin chat caſe from - 
f marie revolting wits their Le a Sas 6d et 
of two || Itisa ncedfull point, wy brethren,to be thought on+by ve, 
). 1 In-. fi& that feriouſly;eſpecially intheſeevill daies,wherin Satan 
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1d his complices doe on all hands afſanic the Church of 
G : = oeallorlice {do rey 
we afliRion; yer they fotfake nor their God, itt 

them,an« mad 1 that they may conriaue foinhful 
went the death, for our ſelues ar home, God he knows we 


ore asfiofull a people and haue deſerued as ſbarp a triall as 
our eelohbou:! ee re prey bill forthe iſeand jieofour 


King,the peace of our Church,the welfare ofour fate, and 
ſet eachonelooke to his owne-particular walking in.the 
light, whilſt we haue the light getting knowledg and wife- 
dome, & faich,& zcale,that we may [tid faſt in the profefſi- 
on of Gods true religis, whatſocuer danger may becide vs. . 
This of the firft -fauk I men;The ſecond followes. 
2 Secvritie or ſenſleſnefle in regard of finne or puniſhmer 
An ignorant perſon knowes not what. i is to finne , and 
therefore dares commit it, hee apprehends not what pu- 
niſhments. belonge to finne , and therforehe makes no 
ſcruple of rhem 2. hee ſecs no danger before ic comes: 
& ſo be feares it not: when puniſhment comes vpon him he 
knowes not why or from whome1t comes, tis with him as 
with Ephraim, Hof. 7. 9. [Strangers haue dewonred his 
ſtrength and be knowes it not:yea gray haires are here & there 
| Bs be hnowes net many markes ot Gods anger ire 
yponhim,yethe knowes & spprehends not by whome , or 
whereſore be is \mixren. You ſhill haye pou mart pine 2- 
way in his eftate;vobleſt and yatbriving in allhis buiinefl 
-croft with yhgrations and diſobedient Children, vext with 
ofaitbfull , troubled with an ynquicr.& 


| evill ſervants and. | vnq 
diſcontented familie , rormented with vaiuſt ſuites im law, 
bo as” ras Dk . : Codd 
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llandetedin hisgood name by falſe reports raiſed of him 
yea diſquieted inhis ſoule with griefes and feares:yet mark 
this man in all his yexations, & you'ſce him ſenfibie-of no« N 
thing;bur preſent paines:he thinkes of nothing lefle chen of NF * ti 
Gods hand and his owne finnein all this :**God ſwites him | 
for his covetuuſneſſe, vncleaneſſe, prophaneſle, vnbeliefe, 
Atheiſme; with the like notorious finnes he lives in: but the , 


ou wretch never conſiders of this;nor doth he any'iot ts 
moreeither turne to God rhar puniſheth hinr, or froni i - ; 
his finnes for which he is punifhed:he toiles'& moiles, rides 


and runnes vp and downe;tries now this way,then thar,en- iſ *F* 

'  treates one, bribes anther , after all complaints of his hard IU - 

5 fortune and ill ſucceſſe in all his affaires . And yer ſee in the + 
'middle of all this trouble he finnes as much as euer be did; 

he ſweares,he drinkes, and coſens his neighbour as much as 


eder, he is as irreligeous as he was before , nor any dutie. = 

of religion performed by himſelfe or with his familie more- I}. 
then at another time?Nozhe keeps his old wont & ventures I” 
on ſtill in his evill courſes, hoping that times may change 8 | *© 
matters amend one day, If he can but make any ſhift toef- 3s 
cape the preſent ſmart; thatis all that he lookes after, Thus: vp 
is the condition of many ſoules, who doeevill, and are pla» N 
oued yet doceyill Aill:becauſe they be beſotted,& haue not ; 
the wiſedome to ſee their ſinne,, or feare their puniſhment, 4 


Thus much of the firſt ef&R of ignorance vis fine, the I 4} 
{cond followes. | : 
2. Puniſhment : [my people periſh] which is partly'in this 
life, partly inthat which is cocome. Inthis life God often IN 'S' 
plagues them, and puts them to ſhame, This was onecauſe YN + 
of the capriuitic of the Iewes as itis Eſay.5.13; [ therefore: | *** 
my people 55 gone into captiniy, becauſe they had no kuowledge] . h 
They (eldome eſcape here : buthereafter they are ſure to- Py 
fmarc for it. Ignorance isthe highway to hell:- and ignorant D 
men, though they cannot chooſe but wander, verde Can» 
not goe ſo farre wideas to miſſe hell. Ir js the Apoſtles ſen-. 


jence2.Theſ.1.8, Chriſt hall ſhew himſelfe (i flaming fre, 


hor Nene ing Pneecny wntothem who dge not know God. 6.) 
of no.. | G24 will be irange rothem in thar day, who are now 
henor || firangers vnto him, He will not know them then, who will 


none of his acquaintance now:they ſay to him, depart from 
' 2.5 we will not kaow thee, he ſhall then ſay ro them, depart fro 
ue we, 1 know yon not,they.that know not Gods waics, ſhall ne- 
ny'ior. © 7 ter into his reft, they live and die without his feare & 

{ 'out of his fanour. Thoſe that are blind will certainly fall in- 
| | to the ditch,as it is CMarh, 7 5. 14. except God doc intime 
open their cies,to ſce the danger and preuent it. 

; _  Theſethings thus explained; before we come to make 
in the +. PPlicarion of the pome;  ix-will not be amiſſe in our 
edig, . Ppaflage,totouch briefly ypon two queſtions necdfull 
"FF  toberecſolyed. Thefirſtis. 
duris 1 Whether ignorance of amavs dutie, dot in any ſort exonſe = 
more. | - _## 19 __ of it? 

©. To this I an{were in briefe:Tgnorance. in thoſe things we 
are bound to know doth not excuſe a fault committed by 
wel. © reaſon ofit, The reaſon is manifeſt, becauſe one finne can» 
not excuſe another . Now in this caſe it is firſt a ſinne nor 


ihe | toknow our duty, becauſe we were bound to know it : and 
Lo then ir is a finne not to doe our duty, becauſe we alſo ought 
nene, ©} to have doneit, Andrhough wee are ſo farre from being 

the- # £xcuſed,thar we are in a double faule , and deſerue double 
? blamefor being ignorant & diſobedient; nevertheleſle this 
\ this ©} Puſt beobſerved; that aſinne committed through ſimple 
freq. |} 1goorance is not ſogreat a fault as that which is committed 
2uſ. || through wilfull ignorance or againſt knowledge . Hethar 


for if finnes againſt bis knowledge is a notorious and preſumptu- 
dre). | 0-5 offender and deſerues ſevereſt puniſhmentaccording to 
$1 that of Chriſt. Lukex 2.47. [T hat ſervant that knew his ma- 
Pers will and prepared not himſelfe neither did according to his 
will, ſhall be beaten with mawy ſtripes}and alſorhat of S.lames 
$.4. 16,17-[Tobimthat knoweth how to doe well, and doth it 
$ | B 2 not, 


not, to bim it ts finne) wich a witneſſe , a great ſine greatly 
tobe puniſhed, Againehethat finnes out of willfull ignoe 
rance, becauſe careleſly and ftubbornly he negleQs & con-ÞÞ 
temnes all meanes of knowledg that are afforded him , this | 
mans faulr is not a iot lefſened bur aggrauated by his igno« þ 
rance,nor,hath he any excuſe in the world forhis ill doing, 
who might if ic had pleaſed him have knowe the way howYF 
to haue done better, But” now he that ſinnes out of fimpleJ+ 
tgnorice, where there is no froward, ſcornefull, careles neg- | 
le&of meanes of knowledg, this mans finne is ſomewhat. 
lefſerhenthe others, yettis a finne ſtill. This is manifeſt by (| 
thatof our ſaviour Lake. 2. 48. [he that knew it not, yer did 0 
commit things worthy of ſtripes , he ſhalt be beaten with few 
frees] be ſhallbe beaten though he did it out of pure igno« p 
rance, yer but with few ſtripes,8 that becauſe he did it ig. I © 
norantly.Soe Paul fomewhat excuſcth his peſecution ofthe | 
Church,becauſe *ewas done our of an ignorirt zeale:bur yet. $1 
foral that he accotits of himſelfe as he was,even ar that time [”, i 
a very great finer. ( [was ſeith be a blaſphemer, and a perſe- | Þ: 
emtor , and an oppreſſir: but I was receined to mercie becauſe I} , 
did it egnoratly through vnbeliefe) 1 Tim.1 z. And in like ſort |} 
doth Lo Apoſtle Peter ſomewhac qualifie that great finne + 

of crucifying Chrift the Lord of life: whereynto the comms 
people and many of the rulers ignorantly conſented , being NF. 
miſted and ill adviſed by the prieſts, Phariſees, 8 other ma- }- 
lirious enemies of Chrift, [ And now, brechren, I know that 
through ignorance y:e did it, as did alſo your gowernonrs) ſaith | - _ 
E Peter to the ewes, As. 3.17. Soe much alſo our Saviour | » 
oF implies in that ſpeech ofhis to the Phariſes , who proudly | . 
5 arrogated to themſclues all knowledg (f yee were blindjee | | 
Should not haxe finne)had they indeed been fimple and igno» || + | 
rant, their finne in perſecuting Chriſt, & oppoſing theGo- | 
ſpell, had been much lefſe hainous.(But wow yee ſay, we ſer, 
therefore your ſinne remaineth) vnexcuſable, vapardonable 
whillt againſt their knowledge, they malitiouſly deſpiſe 
: "EE Chiiſt 
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—Fand his doQrine. ob». 9.41;Thigot the firſt queſtion,the 0- 
FPipening whereof confures the fillineſſe of many igaorane mE 

*who think verily becauſe they haue no knowledg,that God 
will bold them excuſed for their good meaning fake. 


, this The ſecond quettion is. | 
$180, what meaſure of holy knowledg ts requ;red of each oue? 
og, For anſwere hereynto,you muſt put a difference berween 


7A how .mens Abilities,and gifts ofnature or grace:& alſo berween 
fiple}- mens callings and diverſe imployments-For the firſt, almen 
12, |, are not alice qualified with inward abilities ; There is not 
3 TY” the ſame faſtnefſe of memorie , quickneſſe of apprehenſion, 
_— ' ſoundneſſe of iudgmet in one, that is in another,nor haue all 
ih | the like benefit K outward helps in their education, forthe 
ib fees \crfeQing of ſuch good parts,a5 nature bach leneche, Now 
F436 ” Goddeales equally,where he beſtows muchthere he looks 
+. * for much againe; where be glues little,there he requires but 
v4 = * lictle. Hethat naturally is flow of wit , dull of conceipte, 
ur yl Qorrof memorie,weake iniadgment,fuch-a one would bee 
Feme}” pirtied and touingly helped forward ſo farrein knowledy as 
| | bis weakneſſe will giue leaus. And: men ſhall doe illto lay 
eſo 2 heawe burdens on thoſe,co whome God hath giuen bur 
' weake ſhoulders to beare them, But when men can ſhew 
fine N- witt enough inother matters,and haue all abilities of minde 
$2905 to ſe: ue their turne in inferior imployments,to apprehend, 
"es f | diſcourſe, plott and contrrive matters as they liſt, and yer - 
TIN" F the ſame men,be dunfes in all religious knowledge,they are 
: that inexcuiable, and muſt anſwerefor their yathankfulneſſe, & 
faich'F' miſimployment of that talent , he hath giuen ynta chem. 
TOE Thus there is a differencein regard of niens abilicies:chere is 
21fo a differencein reſpe& of mens diverſe callings- God 
"dy x doth not require the ame meaſure of honour or knowledg 
4 ofa lay man, which he doth ofa es man, & 
Ga. of a ſchol!er,of a privat pcrſon.and of a publikegouernour. 
Here therule is*T hat God requires of every one ſo mch know- 
_ keage , that be may kyow how in his plece to carrie himſelfe p 
n Sa al 


iz, 


all wiſedome aud vnblameableneſſe. He may not come ſhort, 
nor yetgoe beyond his bounds, but duly confidering whax 
_belonges to his place, he muſt Rudie co betbrougblyinfor, 
med thereof, .,morequer this muſt be obſeruedin generall 
couching all men,of whatſoever calling or giftzthat no man 
can attaine to any ſuch degree of knowledge,that he ſhould 
therewith reſt himſelfe cotented, & ſecke no farther;the wi. 
feſt know but in part,&they may know moxe perfeRion'is 
cobe ſought for, but it-wil.neyer be had in this life, &there. 
fore mE muſt be til Rriuing in the knowledg ofGod:ſchole 


lers muſt Rudie ill, Miniſters preach, people muſt heare | 


Rill, all muſt grow richerin this treaſure of ſpiritual! wiſe. 
dome- In a word no man muſt ceaſe learning,till God giue 


.ouer teaching, And know this.that the man, whobewailes © 
his ignorance, & daily ſearches after knowledge, in the vie 


of good meanes,he ſhall gaine this Rm che lictle 
knowledg which he hath-ſhall dee him much good, & then 


in duc time , his ſtock ſhall encreaſe according to that pro- | 


miſe [to bin that hath (8 yſcth it well)ſpallbe given(more) 
& he ſhall awe abundance)Let thus much ſuffice tobe ſpoke 
for the vnfolding of the nature of this finne , Come weein 
the laſt place to make application of all vnto our owne yſe, 
x The firſt vſe ſhall be for reprehenſion of ignorant 
perſons ,- whoſe fault is here declared to be great , and 
their condition miſerable : which notwithſtanding, 
there are in the world many patrons of this fin , wbo both 
in pinion and praiſe defend this finne and approue it. 
ſhall name -ynto you two ſorts of them. 

3 Papifts, who make a dire profcfſion ofthis ſhameful 
finne: with them the beſt way for a man todoe his duty is 
not to know itatall: .and no. devotion is comparable to 
that which is blind,nor any ſervice like thac which is beaſt- 
Iy,and yarcaſonable. Let ar: ignorant Catholike thar canne 
reade never a letter , nor yaderſtand ſcarce a fillable inthe 


.Creede, Lords prayer, Ten commandements, or other par 
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2. Proceſtancs amongſtwhom-we haut a number which 
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of his catechiſine,let 1myerholdfaftby his ghoſtly fathers 
lcaue,doeas he bids him,cometo Church, and heare Latine: 
ervice,reade latine prayers,doche knows not what, yea's- 
y thing the Prieſt commands him, and chewthey'le warrit 
him cockſure, 'from falling into the ditch, -be he neuer ſo 
blind. Let Paul finde faulr with zeale without knowledge. 
Roms 1 0 2.3;Tis no matter what he laich,the'ilecontradidt 
him to his ceeth, and tell vs as they teach their people, thar 
ipcorance is the beſt mother of true Catholike devocion. In 
whichimpudencie ſome haue gone ſ6farre of late daies, as 


to erca new order of Friers, whoſe very rule,8 profeſli- 


on was ignorance of all things except Chriſt, and the yirgin 
Mary. It is not poſſible chat all things,ſhould haue come co 
this paſſe amongſithem, were there notknaveriein the bu- 
fineſſe, Bur the truth is this, Poperie is one great part ofthe 
*kingdome of darkneffe, and for the ſupport hereof, it was 
[ncedfull co ſhurteout the light, for feare of diſcovering their 
ſectert abominatigs, If their deeds were good why doe they 


) Þ hateche light?If their opinions were-ſound, why arethey a- 


fraid of Scripture? *Tis ſelfeguiltineſſe breeds thoſe feares 
*andicalouſics, and'thar Atheiſticall ſlander of Gods word, 
that che Scriptures are obſcure,thar the reading ofthe bible 
' will make men hereticks. In ſhort,the beſt conftruRtionwe 
can make of their praRiſes inthis kinde is ,"that they mi- 
truſt Poperie would downe, if people had but knowledge 


'to ſee their villanies & errors:they ſee the credite of Prieſts- 


& Fr:ers would downe , whonow bebe only admired 0- 
{racles of knowledge among their ignorant people, & which 
1s-more,. #hoſe ſlow belies, and evilibeaſtr, (ee*rwould colt 


© them much-paines,and toile to bring their people to know- 


ledge,after lo-long negleRof that courſe, wherefore they ſit 
ſill,grow lazie and fat, whilſt cheir people's wellenough 
content to be vntaught-;*8& ſoo periſh.in'their Tgriorance, 
Idolacry,and Superſtition: | c 


are ' 


, - by Ds F = 0 
4 ”- . OT 
* 9 
FE '* 
L 


. are papiſts in their practiſes, what evef they be in their opi. 


nions. Among vs many there be that hawe /eft off to vnder. 
frand and bury 2 it is pſa/,76. ;.men or age i200» 


ranc minds, that outef carcleſaefie or comtempr-profit not || g 


one iot;cither in knowledg or obcdicce of the Golpel;This 
is a raigning finne that ſpreads farre and wide oer all quar 
ters of the land , a Killing (inthar flaiesrhouſands of toules, 


which fall daily into the pir & ſnare , before they are aware || i 


thatevill.is towatd them. 'Tis the graud taRortor hell and 
that, wherin the divil hach ever laboured by deepeſt polices 
to kgepe men from knowledge; either that they mighenag 
haue the meanes,or not profit by the when they had them, 


'Wharſhall we ſay;my bcethren,co the lamentablergnorice ff i 
amongſt people:ſhall weexculc it ? *cignor poſſible. For [ 


demand in the Apoſtles wo:ds.Row.10.18. [bane they not 
all heard the Goſpel? noe doubt the ſound rh:reof hath gone 


through all the land}, and the words thereof unto the end of the * 


earth} All meanes of knowledg haue beenplenciful amongſt 
v5,Preaching,Catechizing, Princing ,andall theſe for a long 
' time, fixtieyeares and ypwarde , ſo that otie would thinke 
now all might know the Lord from the greateſt to the 
meaneſt:and if ever in any, now in our country mightbe ful. 
filled chat of Habakkuk c.2.14 (the earth (ball be filled with 
the knowledge of the ptorie of the Lord, as the waters coner the 


fea) If in anyparicular place meanes haue beene ſcanc, and 


che people haue had buc little inftru&is,iil may they thrive 
with theiridlcnes, by whoſe negligence Gods people haue 
riſhed for lack ofknowledg. Aad if any ſuch heare mee, . 
ct them beentreated in the bowels of Chriſt leſus,to haue 
more pittic and campeſſion on the poore ſoules, which goe 
aſtray, as ſheepe which havenoſheepheard. Bur, my bre- 
thren , you muſt know, that this excuſe will noc ſerue the 
turne,ncicher if miniſters wil notecach,we need nor learne; 
- Noiif they willnot , ſecke where thou maiſt, and doe not 
thou throw away thy ſeife, becauſe another is careles of thy 
atetic, 


Themiſchiefe of tomorance. | 


i ſafety. But of all what excuſe will they haue , who baue 


beene borne and bread vp in pariſhes that haue had preacii- 
Ing almoſt time out of mind. Here one wpuldethinke in re- 
gard of time & meanes,men might be teachers rather then 
learners:but *tisnothing ſo. Here alſo ſhall you meete with 
hundreds thathad need be taught their very A.B.C-in mat- - 
 eers of religion:*tis no maryaile to ſee childrenor young mE 
ignorant, when you ſhall haue old men 50.50,yea 80 years 
old , whoſe gray haires ſhew that they haue had time e= 
nough to learne more witt,yet incaſe to be ſet to ſchoole a» 
gaine for their admirable ſimplcitic in the knowledg of reli= 
gion. They'le ſcorne to be queſtioned bur doe but gec them 
in a good moode and talke with them about religion, aske 


Þ chemche meaning of the articles of faith , of the petitions in 


the Lords prayer,or of other comon points in Catechiſie, 
and marke their anſwers , you ſhall ſee them ſo ſhuffle and 
fumble,ſpeake halfe words,and halfe ſentences, ſo hack and 


| hew atit, that you may almoſt ſwcare they ſpeake they 


know not what of matters our of their elemet: though they 
be the wiſeft and craftieſt headed men in a pariſh,take them 


| Inother matters;yet i. theſe things, you would thinke veri- 


ly they were borne flarke natura)s and Idiots : they will 
| dean. hom ſhape you ſuch ſtrange, abſurd, and vnexpeed 
anſwers to your queſtions that whena man canror chooſe 
bur pitty them,be hath much adoe to forbeare laughing at 
them, Let retell a ſtory that I hauc heard froo; a reverend 
man out of the pulpit, a place where none ſhould dare to 
tell a lie; of an old man aboue ſixty,whe liuedand died ina 
ariſh,where there had beene preaching almoſt ali his time, 
& for the greaceſt part twice on the Lordes day, beſides at 
-extraordinarie times. This man was a conſtant hearer as any 
might be, & ſeemed forward in the Joue of the word, on his 
death bed being. queſtioned by a miniſter, touching his 
faith end hope in God : you will wonder to heare what an- 
. (were he made : being —_— what he thoughc of hy 
e 
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The miſchiefe of tonorance. 
he anſweres that he was a good old man:& whar of Chriſt, 
that he was a towardly young youth:and of his ſoule, that 
it was a great bone in his bodie, & what ſhould become of 
his ſoule after he was dead,that if he had done wel he ſhould 
bee put into a pleaſant greene meddow . Theſe anſweres 
aſtoniſhed thoſe that were preſent to thinke how it were 

offible, for a man of good vnderſtanding,and one that in 
bis daies, had heard by the leaſt ewo or three thouſand fer 
mons,yet on his death bed in ſerious manner thus'to deliuer 
his opinion in ſuch maine points of religion, which infants 
and ſucklings ſhould not beignorant of.Bur, my brethren, 
be afſured this man is not alone, there be many hundreds in 
his caſe, who cometo Churchand heare much , happily a 
hundred ſermons and a halfein a yeare: yer at yearesend,are 
as much the betrer for al,as the pillers of the Church againſt 
which they leane , or the pewes wherein they fic. A matter 
greatly to be lamented , and ſharpely reproued, that wiſe 
men, politicke men, graue men, great men, rich men, men 
that carrie the name of Chriſtians , ſhould yer be ſuch very 
children 1 all godly knowledg, Wherefore in the next place 
let rhis be for exhorcation. 
Yſe.z, 2 To Miniſters, that they would be carefull to teach the 
people:if people periſh for want of knowledge , ſhall mini» 
filers eſcape who are negligent in teaching ? Be ſure of ir, 


x8 


negligence:ſuch miniſters haue their doome 1n my rext [ be- 
catiſe thou haſt reiefted knowledge, 1 will alſo rete(t thee.) The 
people ſhal mated periſh in their ſins but their bloud &c:whoſe 
office ir was co inſtru, admomſh, reprove,entreate,and by 
al mcanes to turne the people from their evil waies. Oh that 


they can doe, the greateſt honour they can attaine vnto,is to 
be faichfuli labourers m Gods vineyard ! What an honour 
and happineſle is it toa mangto be made a common bleſſin 

ynto all men round abour him, to be cies to the blind, legs 
co 


both ſmart rogither,they tor their ignorance,cheſe for their || 


ſuch men would be pleaſed to confider,that the beſt ſervice 
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"i hemilchiefe of ignorance. 


to the lame,a mouth to the dumbe, a ſaffe to the freble, a 
phyfirianco the fick, acounſellourin hard cafes, a watchmi 
in danger , a capraine in conflicts, ſo much and much more 
is a miniſter vnto his people, if he doe his duty as he ought. 
And ynworthy they are of that office, who ſcorne to rake 
the paines that belongs to it,or thinkeit aneafie , or ſmall 
matter to ſaue a ſoule from death. Bur happily I ſpeake to 
them that heare me not:wherefore the next exhortationis. 
2 To people, that they would rake notice in cthemſclues 
of this foule (inne to amend ic, Some men are ignorant of 
this like men inthe dark,thioking themſclues faire, becauſe 
they ſec not their owne deformities ; Come now then into 
the light; looke on thy ſelfe, ſee what anignorant wretch 
thou art,bewaile it,repent of it, amend it. Be aſhamed in 
your ſelues,of that which you are aſhamed of , when any 
man takes notice of it, bluſh at your ignorance , and heare 
what the ſpirit of God faith to you, Pro. 1.22.(How long ye 
ſimple ones will ye lone ſimplicntie ec. )IFa man cal you f as 
and fimple perſons, you'le be angry withhim , now God 
calls you ſo,be angry with your ſclues, be aſhamed of your 
ſclues that God ſhould ſtil call you ſimple, ſcornful, fooliſh, 
becauſe ignorant, diſobedient men. Say now in thine owne 
heart, how fooliſh, how brurtiſh haue I beene? how likea 
beaſt,nay how much worſe the a beaſt haue 1 liued?T he oxe 
knoweth bis owner , the afſe bis maſters crib , but I haue not 
knownoor conſidered ought; ſurely Thane not in mee the yn- 
derftanding of man : what folly and fimplicitie is this in me, 
roknow any thing, but what I ſhould know , God and his 
'goodnefle,my ſelfe and my dutic?How many ſermons haue 
Theardin vaine? how often haue I diſcouraged my miniſter 


making him weepe and ſigh in ſecret co ſee ſolittle fruit of 


his miniſterie. Ignorant I was when he firſt came to the pa- 
riſh, & now after many yeares am ignorance ſtil.I ſee young 
men yea little Children can giue a berter reaſon, yea anſwer 
more ſoundly ropoints of an I can, Think thus 
b: 4 2 Witch 


19 


:20 
with hy ſelſe, and then grow into reſolution to take a new- 
in to doethat which is never toolateto be done, | 


/ 
ets Lane; th th dns: aber ie s PE of TT 


Themiſchief eof conor ance, 


courſe 
toknow God, and which waies thou maiſt worſhip and o= 
bey him,reſoluero take all opportunities, to _u as many 
houres as thou canſt for the purchafing of this heav 


wiſcdome, And leaſtthatherealſo thou ſhould pleadig- 


norance: that thou wouldſt ger knowledge if thou kneweft 
which way, hearken a lictle co ſome dizeRions. The meanes 
whercby knowledge will be gotcen aretheſe. - 
1, - Heariog the word of Gad preached; : this is the chiefe 
meanes wherevnto you muſt giue all diligent heede , God 


hath appointed it for this end,to the inftruQion of the igno= 


rant, and it goes accompanied with his ſpeciall blefſfings to 
that purpoſe. Wherefore fit not at home lic nos. bed, when 


thou ſhouldſt beat Church:Come and come often, eſpeci- | 


ally on the Lords day,and in the weeke roo when occafion 
my" an houre for a ſermon as wel as two for a play, 
or a 

meft co Church,come with a ming o learne , ſer thy ſelfe in 


good earneſt to heede the Preacher,marke what doQtine he _ 


gdelivers,how he proues,how he applies it. Keepe the poi 

be ſpoke ha mera ind eo along, andit chou 
be ſhort witted,helpechy felfe with thy pen;gazenor, ſleep 
not, ralke not, thinke not of this and that bulineſſe, fixe thy 
cics ypon the Preacher; and thy thoughts vpon his words, 
and be ſure ſo to carrie the matter that ſomething may bee 


octen by an houres diſcourſe» But there is 8nother thing ro 


| Fhoughe onin the ſecond place and that is, 
2 Meditation, aduty eyery way neceflaty after hearing: 
men thinke they haue done » if they fit out the ſer- 
mon and hearken atrentiuvely whilſtthe preacher is in ſpea- 
King:butas ſoone as the preacherthach done; they haue done 
tootthey neicher thinke, nor ſpeake more of it , every man 
fortes hiniſclfe with kus friend and co ion, and then in 


ad and COmparnn 
 Eluych or Chucch-yard,or as they goe home, a 
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, idle chatring,or doing nothing , When thou co- 


o 
L : 
wo L 


idle queſtions be asked. and anſweredabourthigman;ond 
- Irhar, this buſines, and thar, this bargaine, or that, but nor 


Fe s worde touching any thing they: heard at Church: ſorthar 


{ by the time they come home, the {oules of the aire haue 


enfy. | picked vpallthe ſeede,thae laye ſcattered, and carelefly vos - 
io. | covered, the Sermonis quite fled and gone from their 


minds. Comcto them and clappe them onthe: ſhoulders, 
and ſaie now-for a wager where was. the-Preachers text, 
whar remember you of the poims hee diſcourſed of; they 
cantell you no more what hee ſaide , then the maninthe 
moone . My brethren , I befeech you take notice of this | 
fault, and thinke of ir, as that maine cauſe, why there is ſoe 
| much preaching aad bearing and yer People, doe ſtill re 
maine as - TI an d. as cuer , Here's the cauſe,the 
. Preacher dorh his part,they wil nor do theirs, they heare che 
Sermon at'Church and there they leaucir, bur never carrie 
home any thing to make ir their owne by often medicating 


| onit. Wherfore remember henceforth that a Sermon is bue 


halfe heard, that is only heard from the preachers mouth. 
Thegreateſt pertis yet behinde co be performed by thy 
ſelfe at home. Goe home then, chinke ofir as thou art inthe 
way,thinke of it when chou arc in thine houſe: rake time to 
recall things to minde, do it with thy familie,do it with thy 
ſelfe; in thy cloſer, ypon thy bed , ſay ſucha fin was repro- 
ved to day,amT, hauc I bene gene of 1? Such adutie was - 
e 


vrged ypon me, doe Ipraftile itor no? ſucha grace was 
commended vato me, haue I ſuch a grace? ſach a rule was 
preſcribed me, doeI follow itor nor?1f men would. be per- 
ſwadedto make triall of this courſe, thus to digeſt whar : 
they heare, they ſhould finde(as others haue x a, plenti= 
full increaſe of ſauing knowledge ina ſhorte xime, whereas - 
now they thriue not. a iot, by their dailyhearing many - 
yeares together. ; 5 46644 016 Res 
\2.. Conference with thoſe that ate able to giue vs reſolu-. 
tion indifficylt caſes 2: owl, thoſe that defire it from vs, - 
| | 3 A - 
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learning, iudgment, andexperience in all kinds, able much 
to benehr others that are preſent, by ſeaſonable and firting 
diſcourſe. Yer'tis Pry to ſee rwo _ _ —__ eaten 
vp, and nothi en to any purpoſe, for whicha man 
Ek fo wins bein gone,that. he hath bene the berrer for 
their y » As for ordinatie meetings, *cis ſo thar it 
bs ſcarcegood manners, to tnoue a queſtion of divinitie,for 
feare of marring all the mirth, if you doe, you are like to 
anſwer your ſelfe to your owne queſtion, they are preſear= 
' mure as fiſhes ; and have not « word to ſay. A grzat ding 
was before and much chat: but ſuch a Gueition is like 

a ſtone hurld in among a companie of frogs, that make a 
fowle noiſe, bur ypon the fall thereof they are ſtraight as 
fill as may be. This is a fault, but not the greareſt inthis 


kindet we will not reftraine eonference to tables;there be o- | 
ther places, that are happily more fit , the minifters houſe, 


the learned mans ftudie, hither people ſhould reſort to en- 


_ and be reſolued in points of knowledge,and practiſes 
e 


t doe concerne them , But how long ſhall a Miniſter fir | 


inhis Rtudie, before any of his pariſh wil crouble him about 

any ſuch matters. Lawyers & Phiſicians are thronged with 

_ clients and patients at all houres, day and night, tor aduiſe 

about marrers of body and eftare: bur who knockes ar the 
miniſters doores calling for his helpe for therr ſoules; Sr1ell 

' me how ſhall I ynderſtand'ſach'a'place of Scripture, make 
* meco conceiue ſuch apoint, of Diuinitie, adviſe me how 

- - ſhall T get ſuch a grace, avoyde ſach a firne; ſuch a tempra- 
tion; what were I beſt ro doe in ſach a caſe of conſcience, 
Miniſters I am ſure complaine much of the backwardneſſe 
"of = lein this point, not thit they Toue ro be ſoughrto, 
or k for a fee, but becauſe they ſecke their peoples good, 
> and 


the diſcourſe of men when they meete together, nor rhej;, .. 
hundred parte is touching. rehgion: you ſhall haue a tableſ,” © 
ſometimes furniſhed with as choice men as meates, men off 


. . . = 


s, menof 
ble mi dome, to take notice of all doubts, and when in reading or 
nd fitting (daring chou meereſt withany thing thou voderfti jeſt nor, 
ers a keepe it in minde ciil thou mayſt haue a fit occaſionto 
cha mag | *5{olurion. Where ever thau commeſt be nor aſhamed to . 
etter for | Piniſter occaſion of good diſcourſes , that others may be 
(o thar je | *he bereer forchee, andthou for them before yeepart, - 
nitie,for [4 Private reading of the Scriptures , and other bookes 
© like co | t<2ding to Godly inſtruQions. A courſe if duelie obſcrued 
preſenc. | *2t would bring a great deale of knowledge, eſpecially in - 
at ding | #Þis our age, where the prefle is ay fruicfull in good bookes - 
nis like | 2s te pulpit is of good Sermons. No booke of Scripture | 
make z | but you have the expoſition of ſome learned man yponit, | 
ight as | £9 Point of divinity,but you ſhall finde it largely & plainly - 
-inthis | Þandled in ſome treatiſe or other. A great ng tothis 
e beg. [/ 2g<, if men would be wiſeto make yſe of it, bueche truerh 
houſe, | is» men haue as little regard of priviſng as they haue of 
toen. | preaching.Looke to the ordinarie ſort of people; they doe 
actiſes | not reade ſcarce one Chapter of the bible in a weeke, I may 
er fe | fay ins yeare, ſo ignorant, thar they can hardly finde the 
aboue | booke whence the preacher takes his rext,or howto dif- 
i with | ringwiſh berweene Apocryphe and Canonicall Scripture. 
aduife | How many are there of goo&'forr & faſhion that haue read 
at the þ- much, and many great volumes, which yer cannor lay at - 
Sreett | eighty years old, tharinal their life they have read ov-r the. 
make | Bible. 'A booke that is norte of the biggeſt, bur is of all che 
how | beft. What can we pretend for this monſtrous negligence? 
ra. | canſtthou not reade? blame thy freinds and parents for the 
ence, time thou waſt a Childe; fince that blame thy owne folly. . 
1ſſe Any ove may learns to reade , that hath wir to learne any 
tro, thing. Burchou haſtno money tobuy bookes : whar?haſt 
0d, thou mony to ſpend in a taverne,to play away at Cardes 8 
and | Dice; to buy lace and needlefſe ſuperfiuities of apparel], = 
A : 


ve all], os Kok —_ 
z{8nd would gladly rake all opportunities,toencreaſe know- 
Medge in them; whoſe ignorance they cannot bur pitric 


tommiſerate. Wherfore my brethren, learne a point of wiſ- 
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any other good 
me to read; for 
to lieabedcll 
or ſupper,ro gue 
uch a freing 


; *ciscertajne, my 
ver ſomuchem loy- 


wentyfoure hours,chey may it they liſt ſpare 
two actheleaſt for religious imployments:yez more if they 
wile and thriftie 


ir time. But [cannot buy all 
OOKEs,- Nor read all;nor would any manhauye thee doe ſo: 
but buy ſome, read fome, can thou nor tell which are beſt 
and moſt profitable? then aske counſellof the skilfull, thar 
are able to adviſe thee, But learning is a v4 
B 


Oz is.it not? 
ThenGodistoo blame that hath written a wo | 
ſtruQion of all;which yernone but ſchollers ſhould vnder. 


| 108 but char paines inthe Audie of religion, 
Which thou doeftin many needlefle imployments ; and ex- 
'perience ſhall cell thee, that; wiſedome 

char doe ſeeke her. And yet my brethren. becauſe the well 


3s deepe,and you may plead, that you haue not wherewith 
to drayy. : ler 


mee tell you in che laſt Place of one meancs 
more to get kuowledge; which-blef:th all the forenamed 
helpes,and chat is, - 


g. Prayers vnto God, that he would gitle thee an emader= 


lee the wonders of I 


The miſchefe of tonorance, 


muſt haue recourſe varo God, praying bim that he would 

ſhine into thy bart to gine thee the light of the knewledge of the 
glory of God in the face of leſus (briſt . And —_— this 
chat he who ſeeks for the knowledge of matters of 1cligion, 
by the ſtrength of his owre wit and other naturall parts, 
without tumble and faithfull ſupplications for Gods afſi- 
Nance inthis behalfe; ſuch a man is in danger to be miſled 
into manie erroneous ard heretical] opinions ; for if in avy 
thing, much more in the matters of religion is that moſt 
true : he that is a ſcholler ynto his owne reaſon, hath cer- 
tainelie a fcoleto his maſter « Wherefore we are to put on 
an humble and ſober minde,intreating bis direRion, & ſub 
mitting our 1caſon tohis wiſedome, 

Now my brethren doe theſe things and proſper, haue an 
eare open to heare the word , a heart readie to medirate on 
ir,a tongue ſeaſonablie to talke of 1t, an cie diligent to read 
it,and with all theſe joine heartie praier, that thou maieſt 
vnderſtand it aright ; and then be thriving and ſuccesfull 
in holie knowledge : though thy tallent be as yet but ſmall; 
yer foilow this courſe,and after a verie little paines and pa- 
tience,thou ſhalt ſee for certsine,that this rrefique will re= 
turne thee ten for one, even a large increaſe of all ſpirituall 
knowledge , The gaine whereof ſhall bring much glorie, 
to that thy heavenlic maſter chat ſet thee on worke, and to 
thee his good and fairhfull ſeryant, a bountifull rewardefor 
thy labour. X 
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Take beede leaſt there be in any of you an evill heart of un- 
behefe, in departing from the ving God, &c, 


HE words containein them 
1 a ſerious exhortation to per- 
Wl ſeverance io che profeſſion of 
YI the Goſpell of Chriſt. The 
291] occaſion is from the Com- 
il pariſon which che Apoſtle 

SE 4 0290 gear Moſes and 
I DR Chriſt, and berweene the 


CO ——— — —— — — — ———— 
mT 1h uw guyy WV 
_ a # » 
=” 
= 


- wv 


x 
A o 
' 4 (| 
b 
” 


| Moſes and Chriſt agree» 
Ing,in that both are fairhfull cohim that appointed themin 
the ex*cution of cheir office: but they differ, in that. Aſoſer 
is but a ſeruant in.the houſe of God, Chriſt is the ſonne, 
Moſes gouerned as adelegaredofficer, Chriſt rules as a ſa» 
ueraigne Lord of theChurch,the houſe which himſelfe hath 
builr, hauing purchaſed it with his bload, rear'd it yp with 
his ſpirit, preſeruing it by his power, therefore he is julily 
Lord of it as of his owne, and ſo he hath the preheminence 
dboue Moſes . The Church vader Moſes and vader Chriſt, 
what eyer difference there be in other marters , yetin:this 
D z ' they 


28 
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The roote of. Apoftafie: 
they arc in one, and the {are condition, that as there reve. 
rence was-required vnto Moſes, fo now obedience is requi. 
red ynto Chriſt. It was tono purpoſe for the Tewes toplead 
they were Moſes diſciples,the peculiar people of God,cho. 
ſen of him, graced by him with ſo many favours, ifyer in the 
meane rime they hardened their heartes , and would not 
heare Gods voice; but provoked him by their Idolatries, 
murmurings,#& other difobediences, tempred him chrough 
Infidelicie,and deſpiſed his word, and marveilous wonders 
wrought among ther. Tathis caſe no priuiledge coulde 
helpe them, they ſhall ſurclie ſmart for their diſobedience, 
dndif God may bee belieyed vpon his oath they haue diſ- 

leaſed him ſo much, that they ſhal never cncer into his reſt, 
he yerie ſame thing the Apoſtle applies vnto Chriſtians, 
they ate the Church of Chriſt , members of the bodie of 
Chriſt, partakers of h's benefits , and graces, bur iris v 
this condition that they ſhew themſelues faitbfull in the 0< 
bedience of rhe goſpell of Chriſt, [ Hu houſe we are ( ſaith 
the Apoſtle, ver. 6.)if we hold faft the confidence of reioycing of 
the hope firme vnto the end] perſeverance and faithfu lneſſs is 
that which- makes men true members. of the Church of 
Chjift, whether Iewiſb, or Chriftien': Ifthe Iewes be vn- 
belieying ard rebellious, they come ſhorte of che land of 
Canaan inthe'type and ubſanceroo; Ifthe Chriftians be 
like thenrintheir fin,chtir puniſhment is the ſamei, & they 
arcexcluded alſo. from the heavenly reſt of the people of 
God. Wherefore the Apoſtle in the next Chaprecr prefſeth 
this exhorrarion vehemeiiely. That theſe Hebrews to whom 
bee'writes ſhould carefullie looke to themſclues,that they 
were nor as their Fathers of old, vnfaithſull and diſobedient 
in their profeſſion thereof, leaſt they become alſo like to 
their Fathers deprived of all benefit from promiſe in Chriſt. 
T ake hetde therefore Brethren(ſaith he)chat there be not 6. 
This'is the occaſion, | 
Tiie parcs of the wotds are two. 
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The roote of Apofaſie. 


Apoſtle here calls brethren, and before,ver. 1. Holy brethren 
partalgrs of the heavenly calleng in charitie , ſo tiling them, 
who in vifible profeſſion had recerved and followed the do» 
Qrine of the goſpell . Theſe the Apoſtle exhborts to finceri- 
tie and faithtulneſſe, warning them to take heede; that there 
benor a Cankerar the roote,that would in timedeſtroy the 
wholecree with his fruits , namelie , an vnbelicying heart 
that woulde mtime deſtroy the whole tree with his fruits, 
| that would intime make them Apoſtataes from the religi. 
onof Chriſt , which for thepreſent they profeſſed. 

The do&trine then is plainely afforded by the text ; wee 
hall endeayour tomake it plaine ynto you, 1. by expoun- 


ding the tearmes of it. 2+ by ſhewing «he reaſon why one 


followes of another. 
x By Apoſtafie [Ywrize ] for .the worde is meanta de- 
pat or going away from that which we formerly flood 
to,and followed : for the matter, we vaderſtand hereby in 
ſhort,the forfaking of trac religion in thedoAtrine of ir, or 
inthe praRilſe: for ic muſt be nored chat men become back- 
fiders fromreligion two waies. C 
x Bylcaving the crueth of doQrine and giving heedeto 
lies,contrarie to what is revealed,in the word ; when men 
fall into Acherſme,and make a jeſt of religion : or runne to- 
Tudaiſme from the Goſpell ro the Law;a point, wherein the 
Hebrewes were apt to be ſeduced by tale teachers zealous 
of the Law,or when men {bp imto-any Hecefie overthrow- 
ing the faith , or choſe that cannot relbſh the water of life, 
but drinkedeepe of the wine of foroication the impoyſoned 
do&rineof Azrichrift, ſuch forſake the fetlowſhi of the 
Saints, goe from Godandhis Church, leape out of the Arke 
into perdition. 
2 Byleaving the praQtiſeof religion,and godlines, when 
men profeſſe theirafſent vnto the trueth of the Articles.of 
Faith, and ſo retainethe forrue of godlinefle , but denie the 
power of it , being diſobedient and wickedin their lives, 
when 


| —_. _—_—_ 


The roote of AIpoitaſie. 


when men keepe their faith and haue loſt their conſcience; 
They could ſometimes haue ſaide and haue done too, but 
now they can talke,heare & ſtudy about religion:But while 
their eares,tongues, and braines are bufied, their hearts and 
their hands are idle. Both theſe are Apoſtates from God ec. 
qually 8 alike, there is noe the duſt ofthe ballance to boot 
berweene the worth of a true belicuer, and a falſe belicuer 
if both be wicked iuers. An honeſt Infidell will hold weighe 


glorifie God what way foeuer though in a falſe faith, then 
to diſhonour his holy name wherewith we are called by an 
ynholy converſation, yea ſofoule ac: ion of ſo holy a 
profeſſion muſt needs much more ſhame his life, making it 
ren times more odious to others and damnable in it ſelfe. 


{ Wherefore Herefie in opinions and wickedoefſe in praQtſe, 


both fall ynderthis tearme of Apoſtafie from religion. And 


Do&rine, ſo, he hath no religion to any purpoſe that holds 
the truth, bur denieth obedience co it. For what ſaith St 


words, which menin his time, and likewiſe now will hardly 


life, as well as profefiion of divine trueths [ pwre religion 
fr vndefiled before God and the Father us this , ona wa 


fatherleſſe & widdow in their affliftions, and ts keeps himſelft 
wnſhotted of the world ver.27.] Wherfore they are Apoſtates 
from religion thac relinquiſh cither the doArine or the pra- 
Riſe of _— | 

This of the firſt tearme,in the next place by Infidelity or 


vnbeliefe, we meane a withdrawing of eur hearts from re- 


fling wholly vpon -the eructh of Gods worde; nowe 
inthe worde two thinges are propoſed ymo ys to = _y 
+ Veds 


with a wicked Chriſtian. And a ſober Papiſt is az good as a + 
drunken Proteſtant; nay better, Inaſmuch as ic is betcerto - 


as he hathnoreligionar all that denieth the verity of divine 


James [ 1f any among you ſremeth to be religions and bridleth 
wot bis tongue,but decetveth bis owne heart this mans religion 
i 69 v4ine. Iam. x. 26.] Hee readesvs a leflon inthe nexe - 


learne,viz. That true religion ſtands in the praQtiſe of a ho 
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| "Theyoote if Apoltafie, 


lieved. 
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x All manner of doQrines or Articles of religion tobee | 


firmely believed and mainerained , againſt all Herefies and 
falſe doQrines. 

2 All forts of Commandements, threatnings,and promi- 
ſes tending to the direion of cur practiſe, wiich weare to 
belicue andembrace againft all counſels, terrors, or allure« 
mentes whatſoever, tending todraw vs from obedience 
in our lives. Both theſe are the obieRs of true faith wheres 
by men yeeld aſſent vnto ali doQrines,,, commandemients, 
threatujugs, promiſes of God, not only as true and good in 
rhemſeljues , but as better and truer {then any thing inthe 
world that can be ſer againtt them, whence inall perſwaſt- 
on vnto errour,in al ecmnprarion vnto vice, true faith reſimg 
it ſclfe on the word of God winnes the vitorie, andover- 
comes the world : Bur where this is wanting, ancaſiewa 
is left. to all Herefies,and impictic,&c«; Thus forthe exph- 
cationof the tearmes of this propoſitioniz ler vs ſee 

2 The connexionof them together, how Apoſtaſle ſprings 
from Infidelity : The reaſonis , becauſe there is no other 


' grace, that haththe proper office and power,to vphold a 


man inthe-conſtant embracing ofallholy.dueries, and con= 
Rant praRtiſe of all good workes; bur only faith; and there» 
fore whete that is.not , ren muſt needes: fall away from 
both. | | 

Thar ſuch is the force and vſe of true faith, you ſhall ſee 
by conſidering the obieRs of it. 


: All divine trucths to be heldand profeſſed in marter of | 


Religion, which are aboue our naturall: and corrupt reaſon; 
and therefore vnlefle cur vnderſtanding bee by a true faith 
captivated vnto the obedience of Chriſt,thac we canrefigne 
vp our owne wits to beruled by Gods wiſedome, and reſt 
our ſelues only vpon the true word of God, it is nor poſſi« 
ble,thac ever we ſhould finde ſure footing , 'where, and in 
what certgine tructh coxeſt our {clues, bur ſhall alwaics bee 
as 
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as thoſe Children ſpoken of, Epheſ.4.14.0f weake andvn« 
mindes,cafily perſwaded ro belieue any thing, being 
barkes without ſufhcient balance; xavdoiitbumece 


4 
of Cr * 
a. 
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x mgpephuirertoſſed vp ard downe ypon the waues hke a fea- 
and driven ths "”y and that way with every winde of . 


ther | 
falſe Dettrine, raiſed vp. by our owne fooliſh fancics, or by 
the device and craftmeſſe.of men lying in wait to delude vs, - 
2. All commaundemeurs ef God;rouching our holy pra- 
Riſes, rogether with allithe threagniougsjf we doe nor obey, 
and promiſes if we doe . Now: theſethingsare partly con- 


'trary to,our corruptnature and vile affeRions,, which can» 


not ſubie& chemſelues ro Gods law:, parily they are be- 


- yondthe reach anddefire of our ſenſual and worldly minds 


which ſee no great matter to be Joved ayd feared,” in what- 
cever God threarneth or promiſeth..- Gods law is holy 

ut we are not ſo,Gods promiſes are ſpirituall, but weare 
carnall, led by ſenſuality ,. placing our affeRions on things 
that.ace 1n preſent view,and therefore. naturally: everic man 
from the wombe is adverſe, .and backeward from doing 


| that which God.commandeth, or believing what he promi- 


ſeth or threazneth, Now then what can vphold amen in 
his obedience toGods law , and dependance ypon Gods 
promiſes? Ir is only a true fairh, which —_— erue- 
y the authority and high ſoveraignety which God hathin 
commanding vs, and rogether therewith beholding the ex- 
cellent holyrefie. ard, gocdneſle of his con:mandements, 


- makes the heart ſtoope vnto obedience, be ir never ſo irke- 


ſome ynto.it ſelfe , A gaine when faith appreberdes theim- 
mutableneſſe of God in his word,whenit ſeeth the pretiouſ- 
neffe of the promiſes of mercie with their certainety, when 
it ſcerþ the terriblenefſe of 1t5 threates rogither with the yn- 
avoideable accompliſhment of; them ypon «<bſtinate men. 
Here nowethe. bearr:reſts jt ſelfe ag. on an anchor fureand 
Nedfaſt 3 it is filled.with a-conflantſemte to. offend, becauſe 


cones 


ac) 


33 


 contimuallioyeinits obedience, becaaſe it #bides aſſured of 


the rewarde.  Barwhere this ſupport of fairh is wanting, 
all enceprelemtly falls to ation ifGod command 
or forbid vs anything, we beginne to take adviſe whether ir 
be good co obey yea, or no, we fallto aske councell of Sa. 
than,of our ſelaes,of orher men as bad as our ſelues. If they 
fay no,there is our reſolution too, 'God muſt lookehim our 
other ſervanes; 'we zre not for his rarne.. © Tf Sathantempe 
vs ftcongly,ifour affeionsrage when they are croſſed, if 
men frowne or favne vpon'vs , we are quickely curned our 
of the way, and our purpoſes ofobedience, are allduthc in a 
moment , Ler God and his Miniſters threaten never ſo 
mach, werhen thinke within our ſees rhar threarned men 
liueilongeſt, fr-ſuch angrie words breake no'bones, let God 
promiſe neverſolaire;, Kar yr to fmile ſecretly in 
ourheares,and thinke they are but faire words:, rhat make 
none but fooles faine, 'Indcede if the workde threaten or 
promiſe, wee thinke there is ſomething in'ananne of fleſh 
thar may doe vs hart'or good; but when fanth is fled cer- 
tame cloſe Arhcifticall imaginations'beginne co faſten yp- 
onthe minde concerning God and religion, as F religen 
werebur a prexty politicke complement, 8 that God is 
who wili doe neither good nerevill , #nd that we haue no 
rear cauſe to feare or truſt him. We fee'then my brethren, 
| ana plaine a downfall there is from Infideliryzo - ewr5 
fromGed and all gootines ; when men want faith by the 
lighr whereof their blinde reaſon might be' guided, by the 


-power whereof their diſordered hearts might bee kept” in 


compaſſe,they ftraight runnemadly into all wicked opini- 
ons 8nd miſchievcus praQtiſes . Hof rue is that of Saint 


Lemes,Chap.1.ver.8.{ A double minded man is unftable in all 
nc-waves.] A doubt minded man, thatis , an vnbelieving 
perſon, whoſe tauhand-opinion Rtands'ypon rearmes of in- 
d:E&:rencic & probabititic; Heeis ih viramg, parte on both 
ſides,or berwcene both;inneicher ; his opinions in vo 
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he holds much of bis roligion by tbe: copis of mons coun- 
tenances , much of itby permifhonof bisluſts with mani» 


| foldreferyations and proviſhes, :rbac is ſhalbeotawfiill for - 


him in ſnch.and-fuch caſes to-doear belicus otherwiſe then 
far the preſeae hee doth 5; when rea are thus of double 
. modes wha jeſolue-ypon batk:fides ,; and ſo..rofolye ypon 
neither; who caſt about intheic Boughcs and fay, | believe 
this þut it may-be 'ris orbemwile, Idoethis, but whar if I de 
Ig not; what if Ido the contrary: whgnmens mindes Jooke 
thus a {quint on two thinges at once they mult needes bee 
vaſtable in their-waies : It aving faick inthe crueth of God 
doe not eftabliſh the hearr in afult:rdlpanceypon God ons 
ly; it 1s inpoſſhhle bur thae aman ſhould be of awauering 
and-moueabletemper;vnſtablein bis. opinions; vaſecled in 
his proGiſes( dar4calos): like a mancthatfrandes vpon one 
legge, enfily.overturned , like a bowleon a ſmooth table, 


that's puſhedaſide withihe leaſt couch ofafiuger; whereas - 


the zrue ye —_—_ l rr 221 is one-of 
thoſe bu s. Whi © Petar | o08;1.Pet,2.5. 
2 yaa ond and _ placed yponthe foundation, 
thereyponreſiing vamo FT : 

1. Thus much forthe opening of this poine ſufficiently for 
out vie,as that which.needs praRiiſe more then proofe. The 
ies Lhailcommende vato you ſhalbe no other then tlioſe 

which are madealready to our handinthetext, 

The firit vie ſhalbe for exhorcation; that-we be now ad- 
moniſhed of this mater: what the Apoſtle ſpeakes totheſe 
Hebrewes,the ſame I ſay-vnto you, Beloved, Take hecd bre- 
threv. loft there be inany of you an evill heart of wnbeleft , in 
departing from the lreing God. Be well zdviſed, looke well 
about you, itisa mattex of greateſt moment, hereypon de- 
pends.your cooftanciein religion, and vpon that dependes 
your happyneſle in beaver, My truſt is thisexhortation will 
nor be Neighted by you,if you - ill a liccle confider ſeriouſly 
2 


O 


—_— 


— "—e "2 
wah #* ll > £043" ws " > 3" 
DES 5:4 44 TIT 

4 « 5 = #5, 

- 
” 


3s 


UV/[e.r. 


"P" AS las = Kg.» porn Þ 
4 Pp ns a CLIVE. by 
RC 7 & 


Yo, \ 
"—R . , SEXY _ 
60 4b 222. Cato rw; 
So ORF, YT. 14% 7; 
\ =P - + 
Os - 4 x 
+ woe ©. — Wl RO A te 
_ : 


OE. 

of theſe motiues;thacmay Kirre you vp to this diligent cay« 
tion. will name but two thiogs, whichthe Apoſtle alſoin 
this omg notice of. : > a 7 
2: 


- — 


he cafineſſato fall incothis evill of vnbelicſeandApe. 
Naſje:: tbe Apoſtle iirchivandthe nexrchapter is very vehe; 


xcaſon, ſecing it is anzarter noteahily.heeded* without good: 
forewatuing .- Weecahſie deceiue our! ſelues in this macter 
through the wickednefle and gaile of our owneheatty, mi 
ny times yainely.imagining/our heartsx0be pood and faith. 
full, when indeede zhey beevill hearts of vnbelicfe. This'is a 
peece of cunning which they are nor-to learne; viz to be- 
guile vs with counterfeit graces inſteede of currant. But thar 
which deeriues men chiefly-inchis bafincfle; is chis; thac be 


fore wee dreame:of z'icommunitie-of Faith and falyation. 


many ? -I thanke God I haue a ftrong faith and haue had e- 
ver; I am a Chriftian,a.Proteſtanc baptized, and bred vp ih 
the true fairh of Cbrift Teſus , 1 i wy Ar exerciſes, I 
bue as moſt mendoe, &c: whencethey thinke this is ſuffi 
cient,and that now there is.no danger of miſcerrying. Men 
take yp their religion as they daetaſhions what moſt men 
have Gai have alio; moſt men ſpeake-well of religion, 
great men countenance it, areligious Kingiloues 8 defends 
it,und it is the faſhionts be a Proteſtane;and therefore they 
will be {o, leſt they be ſingular: As vertues be nor diſliked 
when they grow common ( which is feldome ) men will 
ſemearleaſt roloue them.My Brethren, wee abhorr Pope- 
ry,and yetcan-be content to:doe as Fapiſts doe;viz:to take 
vp our religion vponitruft, Itirbe nor ſo, - whence chen ts 


multicudes there be of men , whoknowenor but that ario- 
ther religion, may be as good. as that which they profefle, 
and for ought themiclues or any body elſe can tell, beas 

| |  readly 


, Eb 2 
% A 4; 

y F 
o: 


ment,inadmoniſhingthe bebrews of this danger. And good 


caule we live inonecommon'focietie of chethurch > chere- | 


What meane elſe thoſe careleſſe thoughts and ſpeeches of 


the ignorance,rhe-vngodiinefle of {o many in our Churches; - 
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teaus | - ready toleaue a$to keepe whar they haue.Our adverſaryes 
loin 1 fee this,and flick notcortrii atthis-our-weaknefſe; that 
£2704 wee may haue Churchesfull of people;buc empry of found 
Ape. f Proteftants+ They wilbrell'vsia their bookes, thar:a geeae 
che f part thatare on our fides +44 have no other: wotines to hold 
pood | them here ,” bur only becauſe: they have bin ſo borne and 
pot f b:edd,” and received their religion as they do theirinheri- 
atter | rancc;by deſcentaudeuftome of the Country; men, whom 
mak decrees of Pariiament andfeare of lawes keepewith vs ra- 
aith. | ther thenany:certaine knowledge of the truth of our reli. 
Viva - | pion byche Scripture, Trisaſhame that wee are notable to 
 be- | confutefuch ſhamefull impurations. To fay is worſe, with 
that } ouradverfaries, whoſe chiefe ' policy to kcepe {imple foules - 
bes | withinthe pale of their Church is ignorance-, and feare of 
efe- | the Idquifition y/ this may flop their mouthes, but ithelps 
ion, | norvs, we may ſceandpitry the miſerable eſtate of moſt, 
s of ' | whoifthey beexamined by a Minifter touching their faith, 
de- | will make imbluſh and blefſe himſelfe co fee their igno» 
pin | rancey Bur if ſuch fall incothehand of a Prieſt or Ieſuite to 
;-T | irythemalitle,they wilt foone ftreine ar their religion. Is ir 
Ms. [| norfitangethatthey ſhould be men that profefle it, and 
len that forwardly too ſometimes , who yet are tat able ro 
Xn mainraine ii ?How foone rhinke you will ſuch blaſts as theſe 
dn, | beſhaken,wih every-blaſt androrne yp outof our Church, 
ds whenthey haue takenno'deeper roote inthe faith ;eſpecial- 
& - | lyif remporall reſpeRs ſhould meere together with-So- 
ed phiſticaH arguments, and turne them afide fromthe puritie 
il ofthe Goſpeli.Bur theſe are not all thar deceiue themſelues; 
Co not onely ignorant perſons, bur thoſe har haue.knowledge 
ke and live vngodly, runneinto the fame errors, and danger, 
is [| mcnthararelyars, {wearers, adulterers, opprefiors, volup- 
s; | | tous perſons, yea [coffers at true piety will be accounted 
” men that loue religion, and fuchas will ſtand to defend ir if - 
> Þ#. needebe,/Bur they are not aware that there 15-in them an 
| evilthearrthat wil deceiae them: may we thinke that ſuch 
= © E 3 men 
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2 | men whole endis to line loc will much deliberate in- 
=S what religion to doeic? vn lefle chey chinke the name of a 
E - Proteftanc will be enough ro ſaue'a libertine, what availes ic 
whether they beleive wellorill,, when vey are reſolved to 
live wickedly. Such ignorant and-vitiousperionsas theſe 
( and theſe take' vp greatparte: of our Companyes)) iuch 
as theſe they be that runne ypon religion; at all adventures 
caking.char which is next before the,never labaucing after 
chacfaich'& knowledg which ſhould beable co cadure the 
eryall;Socaſy amacter is it for mEthar live ina true Church 
co fall into the errors of the Tewes Lucky. 8; (wee hang 
Abraham tooxr father ) and therefore-we n-ult needs doe 
well, and God muſteven doe. miracles, and make men of . 
Rones if any be ſaued but they 3 ſonow wee live ina refor- 
med Church, purged with doQtrine and diſcipline;bleſt with 
religious Princes, with faithfull Miniſters, withpeace in the 
dayes of others troubles,and with miraculous deliverances: 
And be theſe priviiedges .enoagh to winneour loueto reli- 

ton, andonrconftancyin'thedefending of it > Yes4ruly 
hey be,if well vſed,and let them periſh for cuer that would 
ſeeke to reb vs of ſo great bleſſings by any malicious forces 
or crafts. - Ww-*, wo? 

Bur my Brethren,exrernall priviledges-muſft not deceiue 
vs, wee muſt looke euery oneto himichtechac we be nor vn- 
reformed perſons unareformed Church .,- ignorant in ſo 
greatligir of doQrine , 'diſotdered ynder goodnes of dilci- 
pline, mendiſobedicnt co Prince and Prieft, luxurious in our 

, ſecure and vnthankſull after our deliverances. If wee ' 
on ſo,all is not well with vs, wharſocuer we may boaſt and 
imagine 2 "there is zroote of birternefſe within our vnbe- 
leiuing hearts ', which in time will tpring vp into the gall 
1 ; and wormewood of — from God and his Goſpell. 
£ This is the firft moriae. _. 

3 | The 2 motiue comakevs heedfull, is the greatevilland 
danger of Apoſtaſy andinfidelity . An vabeleiuing heart is 
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tein. | ancvill heart,aſintull and wivked hearr,a heart ynceachable 
ofa | andvntraQtable, the word works not on it,mercy cannot 
esic | perſwade it,ju igements cannot breake it, allmeanes of fa- 
dro || vour arein vaine applye:| to make it yeeld ': vs wehauea 
heſe | ſufficient example of the Iewes alleadgedin this Chapter, 
uch | with whom Gods word, and great-works prevaykd no» 
ares | rlung, becauſe of their vnbeleife, Thus it is evill init ſelfe,ir 
frer 1s evill alſo inits effets , becauſe ic breeds n forſaking of 
the | God, Ng 
ch & e amplifies calling it Apoſtafy,a mg fro the vin 
Ne PL This cetribune compriſech of the nya tovs he 
doe | ellthereft,notonly what God isinhimlelfe, bur whathe is 
1of . | wnto the creatures, namely the aathor of their life & being, 
Or- &1o the fountain of their happyneſſe and welfare. He there= 
ith fore that forſakes God, leaues the wellſpring of lining wa- 
the eers todrinke putdle out ofa broken Cifterne., heleaues 
es: che Sunne to warme himſclfe ar d candle , and departs from 
li- | Hife,to goe imo deathe Godis truthand light, and they that 
wy pocfrom him cunne ifito darkeneſfe anderror, 'inhim otly 
uld ts peace and fappinefſe, withour 'him there's nothing but 
CES woe and miſery: {They forſaks their owne mercy, that truft ol 
in lying vanities) [onah.z.8.being taught by his owne expe= 
ue rience; he chat fiyes away from Gods preſence- to goe to 3 
n- | Tharſis, thinking there co bein ſafery he ſhalbe deceived - 
ſo | inhisexpeRarion, the windes will notblow favorably vp- | 
fs on ſucharunagare,the ſeas willnot brooke the ſhippe thac 
ur {| bearcs him;ſafecythe finds none,buc whe we leaft looked for y 
ee | | tin the belly of a fiſh, and tharneicher ymril he had recurn- 
id ed ytoGod, whombe had forſaken, by prayer and pro« 
te mile of obedience. Men and Angelsand all creatyres are 
11 |, bur lying vanityes deceiuing the hope of - them thar 
| ſeeke vato them for helpe, when their aydeis only ſought 
' afcerand Godforlaken, they then leade vs intoſinne and 
miſery, andithere leauz vs, Wherefore miſerable is the caſe 
of Apoſtares,who turnetheirba;kes40 religion and ſanRi- 
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The roote of Apoiiafie. 
ry of life,in 2s much as theſe things cavnor be left,but God 
muſt be forſaken too, There is indeede an imagination a» 
mongſ thew,cthax God will be a friend vnto:themin all re« 
ligions ,-.and inall praQtiſes whatſocuer. Bur this is but a 
Turkiſh dreame; No, he:that d:parts from faith and obedi. 
ence, departs alſo from the kuing God. And whoſocuer ſo 
forlakes God , der him alſo be ſure God will forſake him 
thea which -no greater miſerie can betide a creature, 

You ſee, Beloxed, what iuſt-cauſe we haue toenforce this 
exhortation vponour ſelues. Take heede ec. It is cafie yer 
moſt dangerous to be deceived herein , wherefore now be- 
thinke your ſelues, try your hearts in an yopartiall exami- 
nation of chem, whether they be ſound inthe faith yea, or 
no;now that yee may not wander in this ſearch, faſten your 
medications vpon theſe. rwo particulars. 1. Looke to thy 
knowledge , fee ypon what grounds thy faith in God and 
profeflion in religion is builr.- Stands thy faith in the wiſe- 
dome of men, & beleiucſt thou becauje of their ſaying?is it 
founded ypon the cuftome of the cotntrie,& of thine owne 
education , ypon the quthoritie of lawes and good liking of 
men that eſtabliſh and maintaine the religion thou profeſ- 
ſeft:if this be the ground worke of thy Lich, thou baildeft 
vpon the ſand, Haft thou no ſound knowledge of religion 
thy {clfe? Art thou vnable to iuftifiethy faith by the Scrip- 
tures ? Is notthy conſcience convinced by ſure proofe that 
the religion which thou profeſſeſt is the very truth of God? 
Ifſo,. know then for-a certaine- that there is an euill hearr 
within thee,that-will berray cheeto Apoſtafie in the timre of 
trouble. Shall a man thjnke thou wilt ſtand co that which 
thou knowelt not through!y: when arguments, threatnings, 
perſuafions, and faire promiſes ſhall aſſault thee? Will ſuch 
fleight imaginations as theſe endure the Nake-when all thar 
thou canſt ſay for thy ſelfe js,] thinke ſo,men ſay ſo, I haue 
beene taught ſo,by ſuch and ſuch Minifters, other men are 
of that opinion, [ never heard to the contrarie? And wil _ 
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flender, and ill grounded conceires as theſe in matter of re- 
ligion vpbold thy heartin a conftant reſolmion to Rand for 
the maintenance of the faith?will theſe arme thee with cou- 
rage apainſt the point of the ſword,the heare of the fire, the 
teerh ot the beaſt,the force of tormems , loſſe of friends, of 
coumry,ot lite for Chriſts ſake? Be aſfured that if thy religi- 


| onreft vpon ſuch prepps as theſe,. that it will fall vpon the 


duſt, when peace,credit,and other remporall reſpeRs which 
2re now the maine ynderſetters of it, ſhaibe remoued , and 
the whole weight of it ſhall leane vpon ſuch a broken 
reede. 
2 Looketo thy praQtice, whereby thou ſhale beſt diſco. 
yer whar thy heart is. 1s the praQtice of thy religion entire, 
faire, yniuerſal,equally reſpeQing all the commandements, 
ſo that thou ſudieſt ro thy power to walke before God in 
yprigbtneſle, and to pleaſe him in all things? Art thouthe 
ſame man in priuate, that thou art in publike, in thy c'oſec 
andin thy parlour,in the Church,and im the market, in thy 
life and in the pulpit?Is thy carriage even and ſmooth , doe 
thy holines towards God,thy rightcouſneſſe towards men, 
thy ſobrietie rowards thy ſelfe keepe pace together, 8 goe 
hand in hand ? Art thou a faithfull Minifter, a iuft Magi- 
frate, an honeſt tradeſman as well as thou pretendefſt to be 
a Cbriftian?If thou canſt ſay yea,& thar truly, there's hope 
ofſuch a one, that what ever may befallhim, he will not 
ſtart back nor deale vnfaithfully in the covenant he hath 
made with God, but that his faithfulneſſe and yprightneſſe 
ſhal preſerue him from backfliding.But,Beloued,if ye ſerue 
God with reſervations and ſecret diſpenſations, picking and 
chooſing according as it firs your owne humonrs ,. doing 
this thing , diſobeying that;If yerruſt Godin ſome promi- 
ſes, miſtruſt him in others , feare himin ſome threatnings, 
deſpiſe him in others,then know, all is not well withioz for 
there is within an evill heart of ynbeleife, and _— will 
gaine bur litle credit, by your —_—_ ia the profeſſing _ 
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He that ſhuffles and cutts and choakes his conſcience by 
ſhifts of wit, ſtifles in him the good motions of grace,nou- 
riſheth in him ſome wicked affe&ion er other, and les in 
the praQice of ſome ſecret abomination:He that can ſtum- || weh 
ble at a ſtraw, and leape ouer a block, ſtraine at aceremony || ys g' 
b and negleR the ſubſtance of nghteouſneſſe,and iudgment, || relig 
x and the feare of God, he that is forward inſuch maters as {| fGince 
gaineapplauſe, making the ſhew of his religion his reputa- | of 
tion,but in the meanetime where there's no notice taken of || chet 
bim,he lives looſely,intemperatly,and vnconſcionably: Let || be { 
not ſuch a one deceiue himſelfe , it is certaine his heartis | the 
naught and vnfaithfull, and when God & his religion baue || al.S 

nggde of him ſuch a falſe friend will faile them both. [| rak: 
He that hath already denied the power of Godlineſſe, will }| ly « 
it be any wonder if afterwards he deny the forme of it? one | 
finne liuzd in wichout repentance is enough to pull a man | wil 
to hell, and will it not beenough to poperie,or any other | vet 
herefie? He that will not leaue his ſin for his religions ſake, | the 
will cafily be perſwaded to leaue his religion for his finnes 
ſake; he that will not at Gods commande or intreaty be || lie 
brought in any hand to put to death the body offinne, to | G 
relinquiſh any of his pleaſing and proficable luſts , & lewd | pu 
practices, is this man in ceſeto putto death himſelfe in the 
defence of Gods truth, for loue thereof to forſake the world 3 in 
and himſelfe too , to part with ſo much that could not part 
with ſol:ttle? He thar is already a ſecret enerny to religion 
and devotion, will intime proue an open peſecutor of both. | h' 
He that can deſpiſe and in heart deride a proteſtanc miniſter | 4d, 
is in faire forwardneſſe to like well of a Popiſh Prieft, Ina 
word he that hath bid farewell to pietie today, it 15 aneven 
lay but hemay bee driuen to take leaue of his religion to 
morrow, When once the conſcience can ſwallow downe 
wicked praQtiſes , it will ſoone digeſt wicked opinions: 
when once the ſhip leakes , the lading is in danger both to 
finke or ſwimme together, neither is ir poſlible that a pure 
| aith 
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faith can be preſerued inan impure conſcience. 

Now(my Brethren) letevery one of vs cauſe our hearts 
to paſſe vnder this triall & cenſure,and ſo we ſhall ſee whac 
wehauetotruſt to,& whatreligionhathto truſt co vs. Ler 
vs goe vponſure grounds, care we that our knowledge of 
religion be diſtin, and certaine, that our praQtice of it bee 
fincere,free fro Hypocriſie, & ſo we ſhal giue good proofe 
of our faithfulneſle for the preſene, and our perieuerance for 
thetume to cLuneBe not ſlack to goe abour this ſearch, and 
be ſure to doe it throughly,delaies are dangerous when the 
the diſeaſe is mortall,and to cure by halfes is not tocure at 
al. Secret infidelity is like hereditary diſeaſes,or like bruiſes 
raken in youth if they be not looked tointime, & through 
ly cured they will certainely kill at laft- 

A gangrene kils when it gets tothe heart , and what 
will that doe thot is bred in the heart? Inward diſcaſes are e- 
yer dangerous;but whenthey haue ſeized ypon the beart 
the fountaine of life they proue deadly. 

Take then heed of an evill heart poyſoned with ynbe- 
liefe; and as you loue thecredit of religion, the fayour of 
God,the happineſle of your ſoyles, looketoir betimes to 
purge forth of you ſuch a venemous humour. | 

And now for an Antidote againſt this infeRion hearken 
in the next place to the ſecond yle. 

The ſecond vſe is of direQtion vnto a remedie againſt yn- 
beleife,and Apoftaſie, doe that which the Apoſtle here ex- 
horts you to [Exhert one another daily , whileit is called to 


do 
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ExO0D. 34. 23» 24s 4 


23 Thrice mthe yeare ſhall all your men Children appeare 
before the Lord God, the God of Iſrael. 

' 24 For I willcaſt out the Nations before ther', and inlargs. 
thy berders: neither ſhall any man defire thy land, when 
chow ſhalt goe vp to, appears before the Lord thy God 
thrice m the yeers, | 


N theſe words we haue two 
; *parts to be obſerved. 1. A 
'Precept: 2. A Promiſe .*Fhe 
-precept is a Leviticall injun- 
Rion touching ccreaine times- 
of Solemne'worſhippero bee 
performed to God by the Iſs 
'raclitiſh nation;in the 23; ve. 

More diftinly we haue in ir 
chree circumftances-to be obs 
Oe. ſerued.. | 

x The time when'this ſervice was to be performed; that 

was [thrioz in the yeare] namely ar 3. very ſolemne Feaſts, 
which were theſe, | x 
1 The Feaſt of thePaſſeouer or vnleavenedbread', be- 
eauſe during the Feaſt for ſeyen dayes they might haue no- 
leavencdbread: in all their dwellings . Fhis Feaſt the whole 
Nation was to keepe at the Tabernacle where cuer it 
ſhould be ſer vp 3 where: afrer they had Sagrificed: the Pal- 
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The benefit of Gods ſexuite, 
chal] Lambe in the Evening , they were to returne on the 
morrow tor their habitations as it1s Dewt. 19, +, This 
Feaſt was kept on the 4** day of the firſt moneth,in memo- 
ry of their deliverance our of Agypr, & in Egypt from che 
{laying Angell, andintype of Chriſt chat ſaver vs from the 
wrath to come. : 24 
2 The Feaſt of Pentecoſt, or of weekes, which was kept 
ſeuen compleat weekes after the Paſſeouer ; or beginning 
the accompt at ripe Harueſt when they put the ſickle co 
the Corne ; fiftie dayes after they were to appeare before 
God with an oblation of che firſt fruits,as it is De«t.1 6.9. 
Lev.23.15.&6c. This Feaſt was kept inmemory of the Law 
giuen at Mount Sinai, -fifty daies after the deparcute of the 
Children of Iſracl out of Egypt. 

The Feaſt of the Tabernacles, kept on the fifteenth day 
of the ſeaventh Moneth, for ſeucndayes together after the 
gxhering in of Harueſt and YR, Lev.33.33.4c. At 
which time the Children of Iſrael that were Iſraelites borne 
were. to dwell in Boothes made ofthe boughes of chicke 
and broad leaved trees , leaving their houſes; In memory 
chat chey dweltin Tents or Boothes for many yeares in the 
wildernefſe,as 1t is verſe 42+43- ofthar place. Theſe were 
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- thethree ſolemne Feaſts of che yeare whereia all the Males 


were toappeare before che Lord , as we have this precept 
explained by another precept, Dee. 16.26.Exod.23.1 4. 
ec. wherein theſe Feaſts are mentioned. This is the firſt 
Circumſtance of che time, | 
2 The ſecond is the perſons that were at thoſe times to 
performe this worſhip yoato God:thele are [| All your mer 
Chiadren)all the Males amonge the Ifraclites, 
.3 | Therhird Circumſtanceis, the perſon before whom 
they were to make their appearance, that is God whois 
here called the[Lord [chonah} 2nd the [God of /ſrae!,] both 
titles implying that he had juſt authority cocommande the 
Iſraclires ſuch ſolemne Services, both in regard of his wood 
ute 
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Jute Soveraignty overall, andalſoof his gracious mercy - 


towards them his People. 

Now vnder this Circumſtance of the perſon is implied 
the Place, where they ſhould appeare,” which was inthat 
placc which Gud ſhould: chooſe , Mercintoreare vp the 
Tabernacle, or SanRuary, for his ſolemne and Randing 
worſhip. This was firſt at Shiloh, 8& after chat was deftroy- 
ed,at Ieruſalem , in the Temple built by Solomon; which 
place God choſe to put his name there, that is toeſtabliſh his 
worſhip and to manifeſt his Glorious preſencein ſpeciall 
manner in that place. In whichreſpe& thoſe that appeared 
in thoſe places dedicated ro Gods worſhip, are ſayd to ap- 

are before God himſelfe, there preſent to require and re- 
ward their faithfull Services. 

This then is the precept, thatat three Solemne Feaſtes in 
the yeere, the Paſſeover, Pentecoſt and Tabernacles all the 
males of the Iiraclitiſh Nation, ſhould repaire vneo che 
chiefe place of Gods Publike worſhip,there to offer. Sxcri- 
fice and performe ſuch Services as were required of them, 

Next followes verſe.24- 

2 Tie Promiſe whichis addedto the Precept by way of 
prevention, to take away ſuchan objeRionas the People 
might make againſt the equitie and Reaſonablenes of the a- 


fore named Precept; God had commanded three times in 


a yeere. all ſhould comevp tothe Tabernacle or Temple, 
W hat will become of vs then might the people ſay ? If all 
the men muſt go vp & leaue their Houſes, who ſhal in their 


- abſence defend their Wiues,Childre,Goods,Cattle, &c.fro 
ſpoile? we dwell amid*ſt Enemies round about ys,the Am-- 


monites, Moabites, Syrians, Phenicians, Philiftines, Ama- 
lekires, Edomites &c. who beare vs mortall hatred for the 
wrong they thinke wee haue done them invading their 
Territories; theſe wilbe mindfull of vs,they have Policte c- 
nough to know the Cuſtome of our Country,and they wil. 
be malitiouf enough, ro watchtheir beſt opportunitie to 

| doe 
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doe vs miſchiefe; the ſeaſon fir for Invaſion being the Har- 

- veſt time, If the Land be thus as is wete diſpeopled thrice 
in the yearethey will foore provide Forces in a readines to 
ſer vpon vs, and whenmen are abſent, wals & women are 
but weake defences Mhen al ſhalbe at Ierutalem an hundred 
or moe miles from home and thar for many dayes in their 
quien comming and abode there, what a ſpoile may 
there be. committed vpon the berders in the meane rime? 
Wherefore this Service of God cannot be performed bur 
with apparenc perillto the whole State, 

This is the obieQiion which the Iſraclits might make both 
in the wildernes,and after that from rime to time when they 
dwelt inthe promiſed Land. j 

By way of anſwer vnto this doubt, God promiſeth that 
no Dangerſhould befall them for obſerving of this com- 
mandement in this particular.Our Enemies will inyade our 
Country if we doe it ſay they : nay,ſaith God,not 1o.T will 
ſo order matters that they ſhall doe you n6 hurt; [ »ci- 
ther ſhall any d:ſire thy Land when thou ſhalt go vp thrice m 
a yeere to appeare before the Lordthy God) wherein God 
promiſeth char by an elpeciall providence he would ſo go- 
yerne the Hearts of the Enernies ofhis People, that they 
fhould nor as much as intend them any miſchief when thej 
went about the Service of God, Though a faire opportuni- 
ty ſhould bee offered them, yet they ſhould haue no Heart 
or defire to meddle with their Coumrey . But becauſe they 
might yet caſt a farther doubc and bee ſcarſe willing to rake 
God ypon his word ina matter ſo valikely; therefore God 
to put them out of all feare ſtrengthens this his promiſe by 
two other promiſes which ſhould toone be effeQually per. 
formed; that by ſeeing his truth inthe one , they may learne 
to truſt to his cruth in the other, Theſe promiſes are x. That 


Clice 


God would driue outthe inhabitants of the Jand of Canzan, , 
and y— them a dwelling there, [ for {will cat ont the Nati 
: ons before thee: ] therefore hee coulde eaſilic xeepe out their.” 


- - ThededuQtion is alſo manifeſt, God commands the Iſra- 
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enemies from reentripg that could throw them our, - when 
they were in poſſeſhon. tf 7” 
2 Thathe would make their territories larger from time 
to time [ and. { will enlarge thy Coafts ] their Teiritories 
aſſigned them ſhould grow wider, not narrdwer; and they 
ſhould gaine vpon their enemies , who were more like to 
winne vpon them , Now then hee that coulde giue them a 
Countrey when they bad none, but wandered in the wilder- 
nes without houſe or home;he that couldenlarge their bor- 
ders when at the firft they were bur little (according as ex- 
perience anone after this rime did proue to be moſt true: )he 
alſo could preſerue them from loofing any thing they had, 
eſpecially when they haz zarded it for his owne ſervice ſake. 

This is the plaine reſolucion of this ſcripture.” From 
hence now wee haue two inftruions for our praRice here 
to be learned . The firſt is, 


That nomen ſhalhe a looſer by bis obedience to God. The Dg8.:, 


inference is plaine . The 1ſraclits might pleade that they 
could not obey this commaundemenr, becauſe of apparent 
inconveniencies that woulde follow therevpon : God re. 
moues this ſcruple by promiſing thatno ſuch danger ſhould 
happen on them as they imegined;if they would obey they 
ſhould not be damaged by ix. Now foraſmuch as the like 
obieRions are made by ynbelieuers 2gainſt every parc of 
Gods Service, tothe end to ſhift of from themſclues ane- 
c: ſſitie foObedience; andalſo becauſe God deales alike ar 
all times cowards his Faithfull Servants; which ſetting a 
fide all by-reſpeRs readily obey his will, By the rule of 
Proport'on, ftom this particular we deduce this Generall, 

That God ſuffers not men to ſuſtaine hurt and loſſe1in re- 
gard of their Obedient Performance of ſuch things as he com- 
mands them, The ſecond is this. 


Experience of the Tructh in ſome of Gods Promiſes, ſhould Doft.2, 


confirme 6nr faith in the beliefe of orvers, 


elites 
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elites ro belicue that hee will oyer-rule the hearts of their e. 
nemies , and keepe them from annoying of their countre 
when they arebufied about Gods worſhip : why? beca 
he would caft our their enemies, becauſe hee would enlarge 
the bounds of their councrey after their enioying it t now 
theſe promiſes they ſhoulde ſee maniteſtly ang” am 
ſhorrlie after they came into the land of Canaan; fornow 
they were in the wildernefſe when this precept was given 
them ,. and therefore they had reaſon to belicue that God 
would bce as good as his word inthis promiſe for their de- 
fence,as he would be for their Plantation in that countrey. 
Hence the point is, - | | 
Triall in one thing , ſhould cauſe truft in God for all othey 
matters. Of theſe in order. 
T 'That none ſhalbe a looſer by bis obedtence to God , For 
confirmation of this trueth obſcrue rhele reaſons. 
R. x Thefirſt reaſonis drawne from the crueth and faith- 
fulnes of Godin as manie promiſes as hee bath madein the 
Scriptures, fetting forth his aboundane rewarde of faithfull 
obedience . It were an endlefle thing toname ynto you all, 
or the moſt of theſe promiſes. I ſhall cherefore only dire& 
you to the ſerious mediration ypon theſe Scriptures, Dew. 
28. Pſal.z7,and 128. whereia whacſocuer is good for the 
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Soule, the Body, the Eftace, the Name, the Poſteritie of | 


Man, all irpromifed co them that feare God and obey his 
commaundements; in all which God is faithfull and-rrue to 
performe whar hee promiſeth, if we be carefull roobey. 


' R, 2: The ſecond is from his Mercie and Bountie , wherein 


he is rich ynco all , and aboue all to ſuch as feare and obey 
him . By which meancs God provides as for his awne glo- 
ric;ſo for our fingular inconragement in his ſeruice, He will 
not haue hiz ſeruants to complaine that they ſerue a hard 
Maſter ; one that doth ill prouide for the aduancement and 
welfare of bis ſeruants : rhat his ſeruice is of much hazard, 
full of crouble,moleſtxion, and paincfulneſſe, bur of lictle 


prokie 


= and comfort, This were a diſhonour to God:wher* 
ore God will make it appeare that he commoundes not 0+ 
ver vs for our hurt, nor makes yſe of our ſeruice withour a 
bountifull rewarde for our labour. If hee bid vs doc any 
thing 'cis that we maie gaine by ir,as well as himſelfe. His 
glorie and our happineſſe go both together ; nay, was there 
euer anie who ſought to glorifie God by his obedience,bur 


God made him happie inthe reward of it? TILET: 
R. 3. Thirdly,the [aft ſhalbe fr6 the power of God, wher- 
by he is able to giue cuerie good thing to his feruancs; and 


. toſhic)d chem from alleuil[ things, Whatſocuer is worth 


the hauing, that God hath inhis gift as Soueraigne Lord to 
diſtribute all the goodnefſe which is in himſelfe or in 
his Creatures, where and in what manner hee himſelfe plea- 
ſeth . Againe,he hath vnder his commande the forces of all 
Creatures in Heagen and in Earth , which hee ruleth as be 
pleaſeth ro his owne purpoſes . He canateaſe fruſtratethe 
harmefull itentions, and noiſome qualities of the worſt of 
them. Hee canatanie time turne their malice into mercie, 
ea heis able to bring forth glorie to himſelfe,and profic to 
is ſeruants not onlie againſt, but even our of their miſchie- 
yous defignements This ſhall ſuffice for proofe of his 
point, which needes not ſo much confirmation to conuince 
ys of the trueth of ir,as perſwaGon to moue vs to applieir 
co our praRice , I will therefore come to the application 
of it after I haue in few wordes cleared a doubt or twaive, 
the ſolution whereof will farther illuſtrate the poior ir ſelfe: 
. x Thefirſtqueſtionis , what s bee thought of thoſe 
that ſuffer evillfor the ſervice of God?, We ſee it is generallie 
the condition and lot of the godly to haue verie hard mea- 
ſure in this world,ifany fir downe by the lofſe *tis common- 
lie they . Hethat refraineth himſelfe from evill maketh bim- 
ſelfe a prey; it was and wil be true to the worlds end:a god- 
lie man is a faire warke whereypon to diſcharge all the ma- 
lice and miſchicfe of the world ; = a goodly pleaſant mat- 
© ig 2 ter 


' 2 God doth diſpoſe of thinges thus in greet wiſedowe 
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ter itis cothe Diuell, and men to heape all iniurics char may | pO 
be yponthe head of ſo hateful a perſon as is in their acc6pt pen 
a faichfull ſeruanc of God 3: how then is it true thar Gods | the 
ſeruice bringsvs no Jdammage?. I anſwere brieflie ro 'this go 
doubt three things. re 
ef. 1 That ſuch evils as befall the good and godly | not 


come yponthem ordinarilie , not for their diligence , but 3 


. negligence in the ſeruice of God . Even they haue their | Gt 
faulcs,rheir pride,their ſecuritic,their yabelicte , their pro». | ſo' 
fancneſſe inGods worſhip,their coverouſnes ; and thenno | wi! 
maryell ifthey ſmart forit. God lets looſe the tonguesof | or 
railers to ſcourge their name;he vnbindes the hands of rob» |. as 
bers to ſpoile their goods; he giues Sachan libertie to afflit in 
thc ir ſoules;he himſclfe tides his face from them, and in wo= I 
full phghe they are, cill incheirafflition they turne to the ha 
Lord,andrepene of their eyilldoings. Servants when they | 6 
grow lazie,and wicked neede. Correion more then Pro-- | it 
tetion; and {o ie4s berweene God and vs;if oftce we grow er 


vnfaithful he hath a hand to {mite vs,as wel as to defend ys, b 
a rod as wel as 2 crooke;and he loues vs fo wel that hee will gl 
not ſpare our iniquities, but lay it on vs that being chaftened 
by bm we meght not be condemmed with the worlds, 1, Cor, | # 
11e27%» 


when cventhe beſt tare many times worſt to try the ſound-- 
nes of cheir zeale, their faith, their patience, &c, God will 
know whether men that profefſe much loue of him will be 
contented to beare a little loſle for his ſake,or whether they 
will forſake his ſervice, when peace,wealth,and credit in the 
world forſake them . God will alſo make che world know 
that he hath ſervants in the world which ſerue him not for 
ful baggs,bighticles,large poſſeſſions, welfurniſhedtables, 
bodily eaſe and 4 whole skirne.(As Sathan'moſt malicioullic 
accuſed holy /ob. ch. 1.) bur men that ſerue himout of loue 
& tairhfulnes,men chat axe reſolued to follow him through 


pover-. 
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poyertie,diſgrace, hunger,nakedneflc and perills,yea co 0+ 
cheirbreaſts tothe {word of rhe murtherers and togiue 
theirbodies to the flames, if it may bee to doe God or his. 
oſpell credit, Now other things be bur ſmall loſes, my 
barates God and his grace in vs gaines ſo much ho- 
nours 
Thoſe loffes which at anie time happen for Gods cauſe, 
God at another time makes them good : they are not lofles 
ſo much as layings our, - which after a patient forbearing a 
while come home with intereſt, comm6ly in che ſame kind, 


| or which is much berter with aboundance of grace here, 8 


a greater weight of glorie in the life to come, This is plaine 
in chat anſwere our Saviour makes co his Diſtiples , 4dath. 
19.28.29. {Beho/d,ſaith Peter in che name of all the reſt wee 
hae forſaken all and followed thee ; what therefore ſhall wes 
bawe? ver.27.)Chniſt anſwttes, neither chey nor any others 
ſhould be loo'ers by him,he would make them a'fo-ſuffici« 
ent amends,whoſeeyer ſhould ſuſtaine dammage and trou- 
ble for his ſake,[verily Þ ſay vaio you(laich Chriſt) that when 
the ſonne of man ſhall fit on theThrone of hc maieſtie,ye which 


follow me in the regeneration, ſhall fit alſs vpon twelue Thrones 


and indge the twelne Tribes of Iſrael.) A large recompenceif 
wee marke it.oJoore Fiſher-men that had forſaken a few 
Boats,and Nets,a1d Cabbins , and other ſuch meane rack - 
ling of their trade and liuelyhood, to attend ypon Chriſt ia - 

his bufines,to be thus rewarded with Thrones and Iudge- 
ment- Seats, when Chrif} ſhall come in his glorie. But this 

is the diſciples priviledge; there followes a promiſe for al o- 

ther, [ And whoſcever ſhall forſake houſes or brethren, or Si- 

fters,or father or mother or wife or children , or lands, for my 
names ſake and the gofpell,hie (ball rectine a hundred fold more, 
now at this preſent; bonſes,and brethren, and fiſters, and Mo... 
thers,and children ,& lands with perſecution (marke that con- 
dirion)with per ſeention:)and in the world to come ſhall inherite 
everlaſting life, Mark, 10.20. ] = then nothing is loft, thar 
als 5 
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is negleQed for Gods cauſe : he wilbe accomprable to ſatiſ. 

fie for all troubles, loſſes, inconveniences whatſoever that 

we ſhall runne into by reaſonof our faithful obedience yn- 

= his commendements Thus much ofthe firſt queſtion; 
nexe is,” | 


+2, 


Q. 2 Whether we may negleft the buſines of our calling to 


imploy onr ſelnes in the ſervice of God? 

For if Gods ſeruice bee 1o full of gaine and advantage ir 
ſeemes we haue a faire warrant to leaue much of the imploi» 
ments of our ſeyerall yocations, that ſo we might ſpend the 
more time in Gods ſervice. ' bs 
A, + Whereto Ianſwere,that we may not doe ſo, becauſe 
that our generill callings ro be Chriſtians, and our particu- 

-lar callings in 8 civill life doe nor crof{cone another; bur are 
ſubordinate and ſerviceable one to another. 

Religion is thar which A vpon our civill 
vocation, and this againe is the ordinarie meanes of obrai- 
ning that bleſſing. Our civil vocation is the ſtanding where 
in we are to ſhew forth the fruits of our Religion and to ap- 
proite our (clues to be indeed good Chriſtians, by being ho- 
neſt Tradeſmen,juſt Magiſtrates, painefull Miniſters, &c. ſo 
that we may not negle& one _ for another,ſeeing 60d 
ts ſerved & glorified by our faithful diſcharge ot both alike, 

' and herefore we nwſt abide, as the Apoſtiazemmaundes vs, 
I.Cor:7e30. ;,, that vocation wherein we are called, nor ſhifting from one 
to another , nor caking libertie to be id{e in our particular 
lawfull imployments, that ſo wee may be diligent in Gods 
ſeruice, Wherefore they areiuſtlic to be reproved not one- 
le,who vtrterlie forſake all imploymenes of this life , ro the 
end they may wholie conſecrate themſelues to ſpiritual de- 

yotion, bur ſuch alſo who though they forſake not viterlic, 

yet negle& morethen is bir, their civill vocations, Iciseis 
ther waie 2 miſguided zeale either to withdraw ones ſelfe 
from humane ſgciety,negleRing al ſervice to our neighbonr 
ynder a pretence of moredeyout ſeruice to God, as Popiſh 


Vora- 
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_ wiſe. Yet giueme leaue totell you that there is a fault a- 


ſome inthe world,who ſuffer dammage not fo much 
by Gods ſervice, as by their owne indiſcretion , whiles by 
yaneceſſarie iournies.eonferences,entertainements,and ſuch 
like occaſions touching matters of religion, they pucal their 
neceflarie buſineſſe out of order. If ſuch men ſuffer decaie 
in their eſtates , chey muſt blame themſelues, Religion is 
notinthe faule,which where it is truclie taughe ceacheth man 
prudence , how to order his eſtate with iudgement. The 
want whereof giues occaſion to moſt rd imagine that the ' 
greateſt part of ſuch mens religion hes in their, cares, be- 
cauſe they loue co heare much but not to-doe . This fault 
ſhould be amended where it is to be found, to theend that 
religion be not ſcandalized as « profeſſion that doth impos 
veriſh men. I confeſſe it isnot an eafie macter to giue ge* 
nerall rules chat way befir all callings and conditions of life, 
to proportion out the times of Gods ſervice, and our owne 
imployments , yer theſe things I ſhall commende co your 
conſiderations. * - | | 


. 3 That inparting ourtime berweene religious and civi!l 


affiires,we ſhall doe beſt tofollow Gods owne direRions, 
who hath allocced a larger grognmnind roour owne tems» 
porall buſineſſes then to his ſpirituall ſervice; ſixe daies for 
thoſe;one day for this, Not butthathe muſt have the glo- 
rice of ſomerimegand all the buſineſſes of everie daie; but on 
the ſeaventh day he requires we ſhould more immediatlic . 
and wholly iatende his ſervice. And know this for a truth, 
that could reaſon or Gods commande perſwade people to 
harken 
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harken to Gods counſell, diligentlie and ſeriouſlie to attend 
all the dacties of Gods worſhip vpon the Lords daie, they 
ſhould finde « larger increaſe of grace and berter ſucceſſe in 
their affaires by chat one meanes wel vicd,chen now by ma« 
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2 'Youmayobſerue adiuerhcie in mens callings:ſome af- 
ford more leaſure,ſome lefſe . Where more may be ſpared 
ircanot be better beſtowed thenypon God to glorific him, 
and vpon a mans owne ſoale to f-ucit ; but where lefle may 
be ſpared, ſomething yet may be ſet apart tor religion. This 
is certaine,there is no calling ofncuer ſo buſie imployment, 
bur enough time may be ſpared for ſome good duties with- 
out bindering the world , - and enough preſerved for the 
world without robbing of God;were we wiſe to doe well, 
did not covetouſnes, voluptuouſnes and other vilde affeRti- 
ons befoole vs ,- and make ys ynthankefull vnchrifts of this 
ſhortnefſe of life hd grace, were our cies cleared vp, that 
we could looke perfeQlic imo rhe end of all things, reaſon 
and rehgion would teach ys, thar much of our time would 
bee ſpent berter then itis.' Surelic men will ſay hereafter 


- how much better had it beenehad I ſpent ſuch an howre in 


praier which I waſted in idlenes; ſuch anight in examining 


. my heart yponmy'bed, and watering my couch with my 


teares of repentance, which I ſpent in revelling, gaming,and 
other oped praQiſes z how better bed i —_ if I 
had gone to the houſe of God, when at ſuch a time I went a- 
bour needleſle diſports ;- that ſuch a daie had beene ſpent in 
praier and faſting, which was paſſed awaie in complements 
of viſieation, and entertainements, But we trifle awaie our 
time,and then complaine we want time for Gods ſervice;and 
ſervice of our callings . The ſervice of our luſts bauccaten 
ypthat which was to be beſtowen ypon God , andthe re- 
mainder the world muſt haue that, Wherefore ler ys learne 


_ wiſedome, and ſeeing wee can almoſt ar any time finde an 
houre, halfe a daie,a whole daie, or more to ſpare from our 


buſi- 
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buſineſſes for by matters . Let vs doe asmuch for God as 


we willdcefor the world, and befides the ſeaventh day 
Which is his owne let vs giue him ſomewhar: of. the fixe 0+ 


| ther, , an houreto hgare a Sermon as well as ewaine'to our 


feJues co fit idlehie of ill imployed; to ſpend halfe an houre 
in prater,teading, meditation, as well as thrce houres ac a 
feaſt; roſpare once a quarter adaie for the humiliation of 
thy ſoule in taſting prater and examination ef thy finnefoll 
hart as wel. as thou ſpareſt addedaies enough for thy plea. 
ſure. This were wilſedome and fpirituall thriftines; and be 
bold on it;my brethren, that things being thus ordered with 
amaderation and godlie diſcretion , muchtimewill be gai- 
med for Gods ſervice withour croſſing or hindering of our 
worldlie aFajres. Thus much of theſe queſtions;nowler vs 
coſa to make ſome application of che poine to our pra» 
Qile, | 

The firſt is for the diſcoueric and reproofe of thoſe evill 


thoughts and praQiſes of menxwho iudge the ſervice ot Got 


to. be an voprofitable and dangerous imploiment. Mavie 
there are that thinke as chatevill &'ſloathfull ſeryant ſpake, 
CMat.25.24;[Maſter lhnew thor waſt a hard man) in moſt 
mens cſtimationGod is a hard Maſter,that lookes for much 
labour and paies but ſmall wages. This corrupt opinion 
of God & his worſhip is an old feſtered fore in the beart of 
mandeepelie ſetled in his thoughts, and not ſeldome bliſte- 
ring out'vpon his tongue. [ Tour words hane beene ftont a- 
gainſt me} ſaith the Lord tothe Tewes in Malachie his time. 
eMal.;.13.14:[and wherein had they ſpoken fabbornelie 4- 
gainſt bim? Te have ſaid ( ſaith God ) it tr in vaine to ſerne 
Ged,ef what profit t it that we have kept bis commandements 
and walked humbly before the Lord of Hoſts , Therefore wee 
connt the pronde bleſſed , even they that works wickeaneſſe are 
ſet vp ;, and they thax tempt God yea they are delivered. } See 
the rancor of a corrupt heart venting it.ſelfe in fowle accu- 
fations againſt God and his poodery, as if he were _— 
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had no reſpe&arallts his faithfull Servants, bur one that 
fayoured his Foes more then his friends. Such is ftillthe 
ſortiſh iudgmentof _ world, that it x a ens edgy to 
obeyGod almighty:they coir no timeſo vnprofitably 
—_ which is beftowed ypon his Review won the r= 
inafic of diſcontent are apt. to thinke ſo, David, P[c73.13. 
[verily 1 hanecleanſed my heart in vame.) Baruch, ler.45.2. 
nocourſe ſo vnlikely to thrive by, to liue happily or hogo- 
rably in che world as tharwhich God counſels: them to: 
no men ſo deſpicable, and miſerable as thoſe who defire to 
be what they are named,Chriſtians. Mens praQuiſes eaſllie 
diſcover , that in their hearts they are come to deſperate 
reſolutions,as chat impious fellow, 2.King.6.3 3» [ſhould [ 
attend on God anie longer: } | | 
to a religiouzobſeryacion of reading the word, inftruting 
their ſervants and children as is to bee done in Chriſtian fa- 
milies; ſhew them Gods commaundements,tell them of his 
iſes that in; doing theſe things-God will blefſe both 


ſoule and body,goods and good name: and'marketheir an+ . 


ſweres . Alas'they are but poore men, it is one day ina 
weeke lofſe to them,they maſt worke,or elſe wife and chil= 
ren wilbe ill provided tor : they cannot live by hearing of 


ſermons; _ religion will not buy food or raiment, they haue 


their hands tull of baſineſſe,, and ſhould they ſpend halfe an 
houre ina morning and ſo much at evening for prayer and 
deyotion,: a}l would runne to wracke, their worke would 
want their ſervants, and their ſervants would want their 
fleepe ;-*they haue lome ſpeciall bufines which cannot bee 
compaſſed uthe weeke, wherefore they muſt make bolde 
with God , :and borrow what they neuer meane ro pay, it 
muſt and ſhalbe done onthe Lordes day, elſe they ſhould 
wrong them(elues and er all out of ſquare. Tell men char 
-Godabhorresfalſhood , thar alittle wich equirie is becter 
then bagges full -ofcoſenage and deceipt; they'le anſwere 
youthatis not the way to thriue,they wote well that plaine 
dealing 


perſwade men all chat you can - 
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dealing is a iewell and God likes well of it, bu they do giue 
you to ynderftande that hee that vſeth ic ſhall die a begger. 
Wherefore they muſt lie and coſen, and doe as the world 
doth orels they are ſure wealth wil come in bur lowly. Per- 
ſwade men to be mercifull ro the poore, to feed the hungry, 
Cloath thenaked ;- helpe the decaied that their hearts may 
blefſe them, and that God may blefle chem in themſelues & 
their poſterite : you ſhall haue from them ſuch ſpeaches as 
theſe; I know the tore part of my life, bur northeend , rhe 
world is hard, trade decaies, I grow old; may come to wie 
where now I giue,' a bird in the hond is worth two in the 
Bufh, I am ſure of what I baue, I cannotrell what] ſhall 
haue; I haue many to provide for, we maſt live every man 
ypon his ownez with a greate Deale of fuch cold water, 
which men'vie to caſt ypon thoſe few ſparkles of Charity 
chat's left in. them, vrterlie to quench ur, Thus God may 


| promiſe or commande what he will, but moſt of ys are ara 


int with him , we will doe but what we liſt, thinking 
with our ſelues it is no booty to belicue what he promiſeth, 
or obey what he commands. The ground of this peryerſ- 
nes of mens opiniens and praQtiſes touching our obedience 
to God is,” thar infidelity which is rooted in our Natures 
and growen vp with vs even from the wombe; that poiſon 
which the Serpent powred forth into the minds of our firſt 
Parents,viz: that God-did not meane fairly towards them 
hathever fince deeply infected ournatures making ys ſtil to 
haueGodin a jealoufie & ſuſpition,that he wil not do what 
he ſaith;when he bids vs obey & makes promiſe vpon pro- 
miſe that;al ſhalbe wel with the chat feare him, much a doe 
we haueto take God vps his word, we forecaſt athouſand 
rils: ifwe doſo there is danger, if ſo yet there we are not 
{afe neirher: we begin toiargue how chis or that can be, whe 
& which way Iiſhalbe\blefled as God faith I ſhall, Andat- 
ter a great deale of quarrelling & diſputing in the end.we fal 
x0 this conclufion,that it's "4 cruſt God no farther the. 
2 we 
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we ſee him. We may every one read bis own thoughts inthe 
praQiiſes of men recorded for our obſervation inthe Scrip- 
tures, Take a few Examples, 2.Chro. 2.5,we read that Ama« 
ziah hauing hired 100000 men of [iraclto go with him a- 
gainſt the Edomits he was forbiden by the Propher of God 
tolet the Army of Iſracl go with him to battle, for if he did 
he ſhould ſurely looſe the victory ; if he obeyed he ſhould 
conquer . Here now Amaziah- is in « ſtraight whether hee 
ſhould follow the counſe]l of the man of God or his owne; 
[bat what ſhall we dee((aichhe)for the bundrea T alents which 
I haze givents the Armie of IſraeſRvor.g.}yea this ſtuckein 
his tomacke ,he could willingly doe-as God bids him, bur 
he ſhall looſe an hundred Talents by the bargaine, and that 
is a great matterzwherefore the King could finde in heart to 
adde obſtinacie co his follie, & as at firſt he had hired them 
againſt Gods good liking , ſo now toretaine them cofra« 
rie tohis cxprefſe commande, and to hazard & looſe Gods 
favour and aide in that iournie rather then che Jofſe of one 
hundred Talents;and doubrleſle ſo he had done, had not the 
Propher beene carneRt with bim,and confirmed him by per 
ſwading him co truſt co Gads power and reſt himſelfe con= 
rented; [the Lord, ſaith he , ſhall give to thee much more then 
thi] in the ſame verſe, Againe inthe 25. of Levit.we read 
that God gaue this law to the [ſraclits,thagfixe yeeres they 
ould ſow their land &drefle their vioyards,but every fea- 
yenth yeere the land ſhould reſt; they ſhould not ſow their 
corne,nor reape that which growed of it ſelfe, they ſhould 
not cut their vines, nor gather their grapes that grew that 
yeereas it is from yer.2.to the $.of that Cha, Doubr ye not 
but this ſeemeth a firige comand to this diftcuſtful people, 
and that they were very hardly brought to obey it, even as 
many of vs would do in the like caſe. What? muſt all Tillage 
ceaſe? muſt no regatd be had for the fruit of the Earth for e= 
yery 7 yeare? why this is the dire& way'ro Rarue ys all? 
what if baryeſt &vintage prove badinthe fixe yeeres _ h 
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ſhal we have to liue-vpo in the 2 years afcer?wyhar if thie 8b 
yeare prouenaughe then by hke we muſt live 7 yearesypon 
one yeares Proviſion; thus a famine ſhalbe brought ypon 
the Land in all likelyhoodzitis not.co be doubred bur many 
of them, notwirhftanding Gods Commaundemene, would 
haue the Plough in'the ground, and their pruning hookes at 
their yines, wee know what they did inche like caſe. Exo. 
16, God bad them keepe none of the manna they gathered 
one day till the next, but . yer they did krepeir -doubting 
wherher there would be any on the next morning to be had 
verſ.19.20, God bad them gathernone ypon the S2bbotk 


- day but that which they gathered on the 6 day ſhould ſuf 


fice for two daies, yer for all chat they willtry; and though 
God ſay expreſſlie ye ſhall finde none, yet perhaps it's 0». 
therwiſe, they muſtabroad to ſee if any J ans. beers be had 
V-25.26.27.28.29. ſoexrremely bard it is tuperfwademe 
to Obedience when there is any hopeof gaine, or feare of 
loſſe that may moue them tothe contray. Wherfore to pre- 
vent ſuch cavils as the Iſraclites mighe/|make againſt the a 
focenamed Commidementtouching the reſt ofche 7 yeere 
God bimſelfe in the aforeſaid Ch.v.1 5.1 9:20,21-23.An- 
ſwers the matter (therefore ye ſhall doe my ſtarntes and heepe 
wy (ommandements aud dos them and ye ſhall dwell inthe 
land in ſafty, &c.)Take yet one example mote, natnely che: 
Leviticall worſhip of God injoined to theſe Tewes ſtandi 

io much expence of in- time regard of fo- many Sab- 
boths, new moones, and other ſolemne times to bee ob= 
ſerved, alſo requiring no Tmall charge inthe performance 
of it,,n regard of ſo many Sactifices and oblariong to bee 
made. Could now.theſe.cavetcous and ynbcheuing people 
ſpare ſo much time-or-coft.ypon God Almightie®: Heare 
what God ſairhof them concerning the one [Amos , 8.5. 
(when will the new moone be goue that we may ſell Corned& the 


Sabboth that we may ſet forth wheat, making the 
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ing rhetime alorted to Gods Service, Juſt as mennow-a- 


- dayes. Theſe Sundayes thinke they, is time clearely loſt;we 


might haue gained chus many pence or pounds had it nor 
that Sunday cameiin and hindred our bufines, wee wiſh ic 
gohe that wee were at our Trading againe . Likewite for 
the other to wit the Charges they were put to in Sacrifice 
and offerings ; heare what God reports of their Practices 
inthat matter-#£a!. x.1 3. See the coverouſnes and Infide- 
liry of that-wretched Pcople who think any thing is good 
enough for God:farre and far Lambs , and ſheepe & Oxen, 
8& Calues without ſpot, & blemifh ( as was required in Sa- 
crifices ) oh this was too much Charges; was itnor pitty 
to barne ſuch good: Carcle, and partwiththem for no- 
thing ? Sellrtiem rather and make mony of them; as for the 
Altar and the Pricft; any leane, farucling, that's noughe 
worth ſhall ſcrue therturne well _— luft as many men 
doe in ſetting their Children to ſeyeral Profeſſions, chooſe 
out the faireſt and moſt hopefull, and beftow one ypon the 
Eaw; another vp6/Phyfick, enother'vpon Merchandize,or 
ſome ether courte wherby they mayſpeedily riſe ro wealch 
and greatnes in the world. But now if there be ey:r a defor- 
med Impe it body, minde , 8 manners rom him in the Mi- 
niſtery; and why? chey:thinke God deſerues the worſt Ser. 
vants; becauſe they deernthim the worſt maſter; in whoſe 
—_— there is leaſt credit and hope of Preferment to be 
ound. : 

Fortoend this vſe', ler vs alittle obſerue {the inſtance 
berein our Text touching rheir repairing to the place of his 
worſhip three times a yeere: It is evident that the Precept 
in this kind was very ill obſerved at alt times by the ewes. 
Happily attheir firſt plantarion in Canaanwhen the greac 
workes of God were yer freſh in their memories, their Faith 
in the Promiſes kepr them ſome what from the negleR of 
the Precept:How be ir after the ſetting vp of che Tadernacle. 

in 
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E 1 Shiloh, when all Iſrael mer” rogetherfor that purpoſe 1 
ve lo(h.8.1- wee doe not finde expreſſe mention-made of the " 
; we 
nor 
h ic 
for 
fice 
ces 
de- 
> duery towards the houſe of David,and ſo rerok fromhim. 
2 | For preventing of which miſchicfe that wicked king (not; 
crufting Gods word) whoby Abiiab had pr ifhew 


x would be obedichitas was David, God would build hims/ 


as theſe ſolemmicies were obſerved by manyzhoughnotby 
the vniverſalf multicude of all Hope res wet they ever c 
obſerved before, orafter, the diuifion of the kingdame, 
Which is plame by that which. is recorded touching the 
Paſſcoyer kept in Hez*kjabs time. 2. (bro. 36.' wherethe 
Paſſeover was proclaimed chroughour all Iſraell to be kepr 
at Jeruſalem, for ſaich the Text,vcr. 5, [ they had not done it a 
long time in ſuch ſort as it was written, ] At whichtime 
though much people, a very great congregation from all 
parts met = ,As it is, Ver. 1 3.yettwas not obſeryed of 
all : the Idolacrous Ifraclites ſcorning and mocking at the 
meſſenger that publiſhed Hezekrahs decrees,ver. to. More- 
ever touching the Paſſcover kept after this in /o/iab his 
tice, the Scripture ſaithexpreſlie. 1. Kemg.23.22. [ ſurely 
there was not ſuch a Paſſeover holden fince the daies of the 
Tudges that mudged Iſra:l nor mall the daies of the kings of [n- 
dab, norefthe kings of Iſrael. ] Secallo 1. Chron. 35.19. 
| This 


- a 06 LCL ENTS 
be - 
J 
= 
8 
Z 
\ 
E 
= 
: 
E 


Uſe. 2. 


This is a thing very remackeable- that notwithſtanding ſo 


— Abb. af , a CR - 
T0 . vb 3 
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expreſſe a promiſe in this place, that yet ſo great negligence 
ſhould creepe into (o principall a: part of the worſhippe of 
Gad as the obſervation of the PaſleoverBurmy brechren, 
inthis and thaſe other.exaruples-we ſee chat which daily ex- 
perience ſhewes ta be true , | chatir. is a matter paſſing difhi- 
eultxo obey God when carnallreafon ſuggeſts thar there is 
apparenc likelybogd of gaine by nor-doing.,, or of lofle by. 
doing what hecommanndes.yse 1 [1g oc: 
13-\T hedee@ndale ſhalbec for exhertation to fidelicie and 

conſtancigig Gods. ſervice, becauſe we ſhal be no looſers by 

iti, God bid chee,doce irwhatſocyer come of ire, for evill ic 
canothexif be forhid dheg;dare ner to da it whar ever hopes 

thou baſte9 gaioe by jefotir-will aeyer,prove well;eaſt off 
felllizpolicnlay ag doulys inrhe way, put.no caſes, doc. 

Gods worke andreſt ſecure: ot his rewarde .. Feare not. di- 

vels, God commandes over them; feare not men, God hath 
their hearcs-in his hand,he.can perſwadeyhee canforce them: 


Fare natghe.Cregtureeywindes and weather, ſeas and land, 


heaven and earth wair on.kym to dochis pleaſure, ſcare no= 
thing while(t thou feareſt God andwbeyeſt him : If thou 
pleaſe him , all things ſhall ſerue; thee for rby Comfort. 

cere. then beloued \Learne to get Faith, learne to liue by 
Faich and nor-ſenſe; looke not voto. appearances, but co rhe 
promiſes.: when thou ſeeſt no meanes to eſcape evil, ſay yer 


| Goddoth, whoſe wiſdome and :fairhfulnefſe I dare truſt, 


Read the Scriptures , meditate vpon the promiſes,and then 
know that Godis no niggard', nor cruell Maſter thar vſcth 
our labour without paying; know that he is never be hinde 
hand with vs .. [ #ho « _— even among youthat world 
ſhmt the doores for xought, of kendle a fire at my Altar for 
nought, Mal.1.10, ] Nay hee giues a pound fora penny- 
worth, and if thou wilc duely reckon all thy ſervice, thy ad- 
ventures,thy loſſes on the one fide, and thy gaines on the 0+ 
ther : at the foute of thy ſcore thou mayelt write ic ”_ 

or 
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for a ſumma totalis ( Godlynes is to me great gaine. 1 Tims, 
6. ) Be perſwaded then ro fit your ſclues Sou eothe ; 
Obedieace of Gods Commandements, heare ror ptay 
much, liue holily, deale juftlic,be coaftant in Religion, fears 
no hazard, ventureall,Credit, Goods, Lifefor Gods cauſe; 
yenture all, cite tiot for' the worlds' Cenſure, what 
thinke of thee 'and thy eftare feare rhou God, and thinke of 
his pame,.and remember that God promiſed that one day 
ſhall come [ I» which men ſhall diſcerne betweens the Righ- 
teons and the Wicked, betweene him that ſerveth God, and Zim 
that ſerveth him not Mal:z.1 8. ] then they that think God 
now hath forgotten his Servants ſhall know chattheieisno 
vtifaithfulnes in the Almightie, but tharhe is as he hathe- 
yer promiſed to be a ſure God,a bountifull reward&ofhis 


— 


ObelientServanes, The laſt vic is for win potens] Uſes. 
o 


Contrary fide, that if wee looſe nothing by the ſervice 
God, wee ſhali certainely ger nothing by the Serviceof 
ray =P Sathan, Bu _ = m"_ | nana pons by v= 
fury,bribery,Couſenage and fuch other yngodly praQiſes, 
butcafi vp middle and botherids; and/in continlichihe (il 
finde,that he may put his paine in his eyes; &' {& Heuer the 
worſe. Thou haſt ſlowed Gods Seruice to follow thy owne 
imployments. Thou haſt forſakeo the Counſell of God,and 
followedthe plots of thyne owne Contrivance, Thou haſt 
ſpared from God, from Religion, from the Poore, to the 
end not to wrong thy ſelfe. Now reckon at the yeeres end 
ro thy liues end whats the gaine of al this,and thou ſhalt ſee 
that Gods curſe hath blaſted all theſe thy fleſhlie Policies 
end praRices, and they are yaniſhed into ſmoake and emp= 
tines. Ieroboam will make ſure the Crowne vpon his Head, 
and the Kingdome to his Poſterity, bur it ſhall not be by 
Gods meanes viz; the maintenance of bis worſhip and Ser« 
vice, but by a tricke of his owne deviſing. Ieroboam will 
ſer vp Idolles, and what gets he by that but the ſhame and 
deſtruRion of himſelf; and his Poſterity ? The ay ern 
EET AEInY "—_ 2 nes 
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Iewes would not { ethe - Ar wp Saniices; ; when 

favechey by thag? nos much; they have Sheepe, aud get 
God curſe vpon i andrhemeluc to Mal. is 14+ ( Curſed 
be the decerver, oc, ) 

In a word get .whatthoy canſt get»if thou gaine nor 
Gods fauor, ci's nor a ſauing bargaiae, Lwill not be thy hal- 
ver. Memakes an 4] march that winnes che, world and looſ- 
ethGod and his owne Soule. Wherefore to end, ler ys re- 
forme ouc I nts touching, our Service to God and 
ER o_ pn wehenee orch ww courlc is 

as that; none {o yaproſperous 2s this. Pray wee 
for the Publicke,thar the Peace of our Scate may beal- 
waies 8sir is, founded vpen the Purity of Religion: endea- 
þ os Ota nas ny tor the Peace ot our Con» 
Grp happre fon ue lives, the ſalyation of our ec 
Teens De EIT 
vs ai Our eyes v e 
nf Clerk prepared for vs, andehen * I” 
yr no- ſervice to be compared to the ſervice of 
this great King', who of Servants will. one day make vs 
_ Kings to relgngwich him for evermore.,  - 


FINIS 


Canticles, or Solomons ſong, 2. 16. 


My beloved is mine, and 1 am his : be feederh among 
the Lillies. ' | MPT FEE 
Pj N the former part' of this' 
CL \|1 Chapter as inthe whole _ 
1} throughout, the Holie Ghoſt 
IM hath deſcribed to vs vadet 
: OWAERT moſt excellent finnilitndes the | 
| if great Ioue that is becweene. 
rift and his Church,that is, 
everie faichfull ſoule. "This 
7 gl loue appeares, r.inthetbittu> 
” OD KS PAI all commendations ohe of a- 
| nother,2.in the mutual deſire 
of one ynto thefellowſhip ofthe other . The praiſes which 
Chriſt giues vntothe Chutch are,rhat the churchſthe com-' 
panie ofthe faithfull)barh s wonderfull excellence 'aboue | 
ll other ſocieties inthe world. [ Like a Lillie amongeſt the Verſ>. 
thornes, ſo 1s my lone amengeſt the danghters,] All theftates . 
and ſocieties of men ypon the earth being compared to the 
Ehurch' they are bur like thornes vnto Lillies and Roſes 
withour al beauty 8delight,vnpleaſant & harmeful Plants. 
Thepraiſe which thechurch giuestoChrift is anſwerable to 
the former: namelie that among al perſons of the world he 
only itis — comfort andhelpe ynto her. { Like the Vaſ;, 
apple-trtt among the trees of the foreſt. o% pen? A 
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myong the Jonnts of nien,) Menand Angels withal their glory; 
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they bri grace,nogloric, . no peace, noproteQion to 
the Church, only Chriſt is that aplecree whoſe boughs are 
fall lade, wich that ſpiricuall fruit which is that which the A- 
poſtle ſpeaks in ether tearms{Neither is there ſaluatio in any 
#ther: for among men there is no other name ginen whereby wee 
weſt be ſaved.) Thus mutuallic- Chriſt prefers theChurch, 
che Church Chriſt before all . The great Ioy which is be- 
ewene them, oneto injoy the other fallowes atlargein.the 
next verſes. The Charch defireth alway to injoy Chriſts fa- 
vour and protetion , his graces td be beſtowed vponher, 
his power and Spirit ro comfort her and ſupport her, inthe- 
fllowſhip of Chriſt thee profeſſeth co be true Toy and con- 
tentment [ / ſate downe vader his ſhadow with great delight, 
axd buy fruit was ſweet vnto my taft, ] The grace of God and 
his/proteQtionis allher deſire and delight \, ax irisfurther 
amplified ynto.the 8 yerſe , The and affeQion of 
Chriſt co his Church , every way as ardent as that of the 
Church to him. Hes readieto anſwere her. when ſhe calls. 
vpei him , he makes ſpeed to-coine ynto her,to ſhew her 
his gracious preſence,ro comforther,he ſpeaks kindlic vnto. 
poppe er by all louing tearmes to.come; and partake- 
of all the abundant graces and cornaforts prepared for her,he. 
tells her how well he is pleaſed-with ber obedience ,. her 
prayers ſhe makes ,. her ſeryices ſhe performes although in. 
many imperfeRions andafflitions, [ Let me ſee thy conmte- 
nance, let.me heave thy vayce; for i thy voyce, and thy. 
colitenance pleaſam.) Laſtly be teltifieth his care of her ſafe» 
tic,that ſhe be not ſpoiled by foxes: , Heritiques,. or other, 
cnemies,that would laie her waſt .  Allwhichis larglieex- 
preſi from the 8: verſe to the x6* yeric, Aﬀter the declara- 
tion of ſo greac affeRion of the faithfull coward Chriſt, and 
of Chriſt. coward them” againe follow by way of concluſi- 
Ongete words of my text giuing ys a ſhort ſumme of all to- 
ger, biomed mine and hive fork te 


and oo but barren erees compared to Chyifts 
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Jn theſe words the” Church briefly comprehends: the! 
whole: Mifterie bf thas-fpiricual. communion'whighthee 
oft; the defirethe/harki 
to enjoy itmorefully, More diftindtlic obſerue theſe party: 
culars .” Firft the ticle which ae nn'y way vato Chriſt 
calling himher Welbeloued oy wdr:.' Secondly: the” 
communion or the fellowſhip, that is berweene:Chriſt; und 
the Church, What is mCheifi 
Church; what in the: Church, :all is for the glory-and honour 
of Chriſt (he is mine and lem bis) Thiscommunionand 
matusll intercourſc of all /goad things beryecene Chrift,ant 
the faithfull isamplifiedby ewo lars: Faſt cels 
lencieofic , inthatit is full of allheavenly comforr;; and 
{weetnefle [ be feedeth the Lilies] notinbarren, and. 
ynpleaſant places, butin.fruigfull and moſtipleafanc Valles, 
or > Gardens fior'd with Lilles: , and rdeliphes, 
there doth Chriſt. feed his Church! , notiog'vmco'vs vader 
thoſe figures, the fingularjoyes which faithfull foulesare 
r—_ of, vnder the gracious goyernmene of Chriſt their 
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Verſ. x; 
Chap. 6.2.. 


pheord andBiſhopewhoſe graces and faycugs ore abokn-. 


gdapsly.communicated.ynto them, things farteaboue thera. 


, ref} and choigſt delights thae ean-be imagined. Secandly:che 


vchement defire the Church hath tojnjoy this communion: 


wirh Chriſt, y GE life,and perfeQlyinthe: : / 


life to comes. þ Vutill the:day breaks and the ſbadewer flee a- 
wy beloncd, awd beliks the 'R 


Roe or the naung Hare Verlars.. 


plain zearwes-prayerh ſor{ Come Lord leſus, ceme quickly) "ONES" 


thatlikeaRoear an Hart, (thatis) ſwiftly he would 

his aſſiſtance and. preſence; ;toceleiue her in the time of her 
Warfare in this world{ :il the night bepaſt,and the ſhadows 
thereofbe gons,. (that. is). all ſuchimperteRions, affliQions, 
finne, gemptarions, and miſeric that be vpon herio this life 


glorious. 


be taken away Lawben the do fol breate) Theday of Chriſty CÞ42: 4.6: - 
T 3 


lin... 4, 


"710 cine fon. 


glorious commiog whichthe Charch ſhal enjoy n al fulves 

of Happineſſein-tbe: preſetice of God and-Chriſt: forever, 

This is'the:phaine: relarion/ and: of this Seripture; 

nor will I crouble this place with ay further ſcruple abour 
the wn 1xome rather/ro giuz you ſome Iaftruftion for 
| The ery 7 03k 10 off os 

{cis his; DW 195 ear 18 oy! 5: 

1.Doft, - 'FhbatChrift ts the Bribwedof Farbfull Chrifh- 

| #9... This is chac which tae! Chorch lo oftenrepears in this 
whole ſong, filing Ctujſtherfaircone, her Beloued, her 

ber foul lbueth;him wh6 ſhe only 
atlenires/s * fhirk INTEL wood poeopur nome -—ms 
ence.” If you aske her 7 We more 

Chap, 5.9. * the ne behind *\ the can ſovne rwboyor tell ys 

. wherefore.it is) yhatall ber affetion is —_ vpon Chrift; 

_» ſuckgtrelſenciesrhete/be intninlo meſs is thers 

inker fellvwſlyp with him-chat none but he deferues hey 

eatirerrue loue;sad AﬀeRion,'Good reaſon chena — 
ſoulehould-loue Chrift. :. 

- ht Firſt mregutd ofthe exeellencies thavave ſithe perſon of 
Chit; heis/np hanſ@{inoft lowly; and therefore 'deſcrues 
moſh hlove;a!.cormbynies (deformity if (6pated tothe beabry 

1.Ch.5.to, thatisin him, bi the faireſd of von thouſund, nay be is fairer 

Plal45.2. then alltbe children of men. Coſiderhimin his graces,coſider 
_ a peniory perfon-more loacly:& amiable, 

Yar hole eirigherd with all the bevuty of bop. 
loh.;; _m beware received the Spirer without meaſare, be ts anoins 

'Heb. 1:9, — ones” af ineraha s)the holy Ghoſt; and with 

brew, Whet' hee was 'ypon"the earth 
ps louelic was his eartiage; how mnocentrud 
vnblameable,” what Man'or Dibel eould chargehim with 
the leaſt offence? Obedient hee was inal things, to his Pa- 
rents,Rulers,to Czlar,to'Ged. In be fulfilled 
all Righteauſnefſe to the'leaft Tile," andTor of the Law, 

' Grace was powred ingo his li lips - «ahe'fF6m them = his 

cart 
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ire heart and from thence lowed forth onali:chathad nectte of 
our helpe he did good whereewas not expeRed thedid geod 
for where © was refuſed, Whatkindnes wasidonenato,bim,but » 
be. it returned yp6 the hegd of the doer wielrabundantrecon 
1:1 pence ? What iniuries did he notpaſle by, and patdon? He 
Phe endured a world of indignities, perſecutions, cevilings;: re+- 
his proaches, and in the mid{t of allis {o farre from iminding re« 

er venge; that he praies.and.1 forhis entmies,admoniſh 

ly erh them with all mecki tapes. kindnefies on them, && 
& -| feckes by all meanes co overcome theirevitby his goodnes, 
re | Goodies is his whole nature, bis whole life is nothing bur 

V's 2 trade of doing well, & ſufferingevill. Such iwas thefweets- 
3 _ ny 7 enedy and rock | noun vv re 
\- _ »nat no Trownard.,: nes 

r full, prowde, gaineſaying , diſobedient men couldeurne a» 
ſ1 

4 

F 

; 
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waie his defires from doing theri gaod:.1.Io all chis.he was. . 

amiable as man,cuen a man in abalemenzand inflemicis; yet 

then was he g/orious full of grace andirmch.. But now-lonke : 

on him i» x perfon,and in bis glorie:; ind theſe excellincies 1991-14: 

are redoubled , nay multiplied a thouſandjfold.. Confider | 

him i his perſon , and ſo they arc infinite: becan/e m him al] C210K3. 5 

the e of the godbead dwelletb bodhly ». andthe graces of 

God are his graces, becaule heis Gods! 1-11 54 07's £h.c 

| As for bis g/ory, itis not for mortall eietabeholdic; or 

tongue totell it; he was abaſed Avt God barb bighly exalked 

hum abone all names and dignitier : he hath madehim head of © 29- 

the Angels, who adore him'; 'ofthe Church to ruleivby his 

ſpirit, Ruler of the world to-governe it by the ſcepterofhis 

power; heis now ſate downe at the right hand of Maieſtic 

and Glorie,the father haying pur incohishands all power in 

heagen and earth, and committedynto himall power over 

Men mg «2s  ——_— 
 theglorie of his perſon iavelted a 
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10h. 3.2* Now -ntw/alichole- 


Prov.$.3. 
Eſa, 42.1, 
Mar, 3,17. 


2. Reaſon ©'S 
Sheih 


| a_ 7 
= Eom bis firicypro 
| Love, TheChurchisfan&ified by 


lent. When we readethe deſcripri- 
Pre or ation on the Mount, of his appearance 
to Saint Paul,-10S* Tohn,we may conceive avlictle what 
chey law, bur-ri's that we! (ball ſer: bim as be 5, 
z theſe-glories of Chriſt ioine 
that which is the founraine of all, from whence ye ſha) ſee 
che parts of his excellencies . Tharnow is the in- 
finite loue of God the Farther towards him his only Sonne. 
Hes bows « eleft in —_—_— In; bus be 
loved ſonne in whom be i well peg 4-»ſo that if we would 
_ eme'of $," they were no where 
tobe found, buronlyinhim. No marvaile ifthe Church, 
chefaicbfull(whoſcties are £6 behold choſe chings 
I inter dogracic < Gln Þ aſgod, —_ 
ious, 10 urthis is not all, 
they louc him allo, !' ibadot. 
_ regartt ofwhat he is tothe, vnto'the church, 
— hee hath itis from _ what 


ugrirws wer 30 and Rs, Tg grace 
teion from his power , boch from his 
Fas ſpirit, he baprizech 
ie whhh his: ,« Waſhing the faichfull — cleane water 
Gen nes bath ef thefleſh and ſpirir2he hach freed 
nfrorthirloudiſome vocleanere(ſ of corrupred Na- 
aac odly remain, pollured with all yncleane 
luſts,he ſers them allatlibercie from the bondage of finae, of 
pom nent are ra one ſervants roGod in rightes 
ouſnes:: he liuesin our hearts b andchangeth our ſin- 


fullnarures intoche hkenefſe of his moſt glortousnarure by 
the powerfull workes ofhis ſpirit, ſending life into-ys who 
werewilde ,' and witheredbranches , thatbeing quickned 
ahponeight be ny GI LEY ro/God inal 
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endell. other excellodcies thatean 
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2 Secondly the Chutth is” prareed! by the power of 
Chriſt fr6 the malice of Sithart whether he 2&plor,contriue 
deftraftion againſt whole Churches; or by temprations 
feeke ro vndoe the ſovles, 'and ſalvation of privaternen. 
Chr:/t walketh in the midff of the Candleſtiches, Revet: 1:0 
he'only rhar hath placed them cantemoue rhemy Ge barb hy 
Paarres hes Mimniſters m bu right hand, Where they ſhilfbee 
ſale : hc hath all thoſe that God hath'giuen him in his kee« 
ping and none ſhall plucke'them fromHhim, all are ſept ſafe 
ro that everlaſting kingdorhe, In peace he is rhe gfotie of 
his Charch,in tronble'the fafetie of it: if ſhee b&'in che wHte 
dernes,he is the Angel that goes beforeher to giiichtr refit; 
if ſhee be perſecuted he horkr a wildernefſe whereto ſhe may 
flce,there'br clefts and holes in the rocke'wherein” fee ſhaff 
bethid, #ndif the Dragon caſt-forth whole flowds'of tngliee 
to overwhelinc her,the earth ſhall openhermouth,ge ſwals 
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Rev, 1, 20, 


low vp the flowds,ifſhee beinyaded with Armadoeg he can * 


blow with his breath,and chey ſhall ſinke inco the/botrome 
of the deepetke lea; if ynder-mined'by a Powder-plor;he 
cati bring to1:ghc the deedes of darknefſe; and faue his;a- 
noiried aAd his people; *by « deliverance as/ wonderfull as 
the a& inttnded , Ina word his heart is'vpon his Church, 
and fatchful people,their ſorrowes he thinkes ypon,their af- 
f'Qions, his aMidtions, he is pained when they areperſecu- 
red, in every Giſtreſſe he is neerear hand ro afforde ſuccour: 
mhealth to ſaue them from fickneſſe; in fickrefſeroſaue the 
from dearh : in trouble of eſtate and paine of body, topre- 

ſeroerhem from a'diſquietminde,in 2nguith of ſoule co vp- 

hol@ from fattiring-by deſpaire . 'Tn life to ſauethem from 

a thodfand deaths,in death it {clfe to deliver chem fromrhar 

death.which is to come . Thus is Chriſt beneficiallco ys in 

T9 CH » | 

=”Butirithe iſe to come he-beſtowes glory onthe Church: 

the'$alrits frabermideperfedtlyrighteous,pertetly glori- 

ous like vin&hiniſelfe4qhete he is," rhere'they ſhall be for 
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gyer to beholg his glorygo be partakers of his ioie._... 
You ſee then thatCheiſtevery way deſerues all our loue, 


Ch.1.rz, ſeeing he is not only moſt excellentin himſelſe, buc hath al- 
Ch.5.16. ſo done moſt good ynto vs. Whence, itis no wonder if e- 


vcrie faithfull iouleconclude as ic is in this booke often, thar 
Chriſt is #0 it 4s 4 bundle of Myrrh,a cluſter of ( amphire,that 
he ts. faire and pleaſant and wholy deleRable . Letvs nowe 
make ſome vſc to our ſclucs of this point, | 


The firſt vſc ſhalbe fora reproofe of mens miſ-guided af*- 


- feQions, who loue any thing better chen Chriſt; they are 


baptized into thename of Chriſt, count it an honour to bee 


* called Chriftians, andif you will belieue them they exſpe& 


tobe ſaued by Chriſt, yerif a man looke into their practiſes, 
thei'le appeare to any that can iudge,that they thinke of no- 
fie, care for nothing lefe then Chriſt, That which 


he Eres confeſack of her owne negligence. whereinto 
Chap.1, 6, ſhee was miſled,[ They made me keeper of the vines but 1 kept 


not mine owne vine, ) {hee attended on the fancies and plea- 
ſures of others, but not on her owne welfare,this we may 
apply ynto the profancneſie of moſt men ,- who haue Vines, 
enoughto keepe and: drefſe whereabout Sathan and their 
owne luſts haue ſet ther on worke , but for thaterue Vine 
which is Chriſt Ieſus,they rake no pleaſure at all, in reſting 
themſclues vnder his ſhadow ,' or taſting his pleaſant fruit. 
Menhaue many things to bufetheir affeRions about , bur 
while they tend other things they are vtterly careleſſe of this 
one thing thar is the chiefeſt .. One man hath ſer vp prefer. 
ment and greatnes inthe World for theidoll which he wor- 
ſhips,'and all his eime,meanes and: thoughts are taken vp in 
proſecutionof tome plot whereypon he hath contrived his 
fatther advancement. Another wallowes. inall baſe plea- 


; ſure,and ſo long as hee can contentthe beaſtly part ofhime«- 


ſelfe,his ſenſuall defires;hethinkes himſelfe w d, hee 
enioies whar he loues,and what needes he more... Another; 
lougs nothing but moay and cattle,agd: trees,andearth wes 
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his happynes to ſay all this is mine, | and when he is amidft 
thoſe things he is amidſt all his contentments / In ſhort; e- 
if e. very man hath his welbeloyed in'ſome kinde or other; bur ic 
hat is not the beloued here ſpoken of . No (my breckreo) theſe 
bas men loue not Chrift ſay they what they will,they make tic- 
tle reckoning of him . Cometo thetriall of irendyou ſhall 
ſee ir ſo. The ofd ſaying's true, Ybi Anwr,ibi Orntu; where 
\ we like,there we looke;or as Chrift ſaith, where ovr ereaſure 
are it there will onr hearts be alſo , Me. 6.21. Coblider then 1, .c; 


Yee your ſclues,in your thoughts what isit you moſt chinke of? 
e& Is it of Chrift,of his e ies, of hisbenefits ? 'Can you 
Ss, take pleaſure in deſcribing to-your ſoules the glorious and 
os | gracious qualities ofhis perſon, mufing attentinely ypon 
ch ſuch admirable exceliencies ,” fo farre ſurpaſſing all thar in 
to this world can be called either gracious or glorious? Are 
pt our hearts often warmed with heauenly'ioie, when in out 
"A private meditations we recount with out ſelues what ou 
ay things he hath done and will doe for our ſoules? To thinke 
es how mightelic he hath wrought in vs by his ſpirit, co make 
- vs aliue,and keepe vs aliue, when we were once deadin fins; 
= how ſweetly he perſwades our will'snd fabborne affeRti« 


ons to yeeld obedience,” how forcible hee aſſiſts vs againſt 


O- * HS 


S moſt powerfull remprations?Can we reioice tothinke what 
it happynes we haueiu his fayour , thathe is a faichſull friend 
is to vs inall our neceſſities, to whom wee may repaire for 
_ counlell and comfort? Doe his conſolations refreſh ourpi- 
is rits,that when finne wounds vs,his tripes healeys, When 
n Sathan accuſes vs,he is our adyocatetoplead for ys; when 
* ſorrowes and paines are ypon vs, he ſpeakes peace ynto our 
_ Soules,that inall wants & troubles we can ſurely pray vn- 
aq to him,and poure out our ſoules into his boſome who only 
8 giuesthemreſt? Doe we often meditate on that happynes 
bs he will one day bring ys ynto, when hee ſhall makes like 
: himſelfe,moſt glorious in our bodies, moſt righteous in 
4 . our ſouls, moſt blisfultinall, and rhag forever? Beour 
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” thughts (ny. brakes) outhele things? Rua our defices and 43n 
wiſhes this way, 2+. Oh4yis (rangers axe luch meditations Is 
trom.moſt. mens hearts {; they chinkg; waatrhey ſhaileare, V] 
what they ſhall puc.on;,1 bo.chey ſhall bring the yeare a« al 
bowr;howthey'{hall;pay this debc,purchale that field , thae { 
trouſe,provideso gailgfghafounc,; romarry ſuch adaugh- F: 
rota LraW ridhy Wars Wigh-placeaygicles, and offices, how c] 
to follow their pleaſures and Hue at hearts caſe, how'they p 
may effe&their wicked deſignes,oppreſle a man, and his in- tl 
herigance, /xcyepge ſuch wigngs.ay hauc becue done them l 


by.cheinneighbours, 211d, wah ghemanillturne to be even 

wich chem,ycathele bythe gecar and mHgiey imployments 

of mens thoughts, whereabaup they buſte themſebies , and 
oft:n'breake cheir ſleepe, day and night ,- che whole weeke, 

the whole yeare,their mindes run ypon cheſe things, when 

they boar Gluech ng praiex,in hearing,at any good exerciſe 

the bears fill wanJers about-luch matcers,cucn at this pre- 

ſeat, Is irnot-euen ſo-my brerhece 1, which of vs canexcuſe 

our ſclues, and ſay my_ bearc is innocent? Conſider we a- 
g43ine.the prales of, men,whether they will Rand wich the 
louethey.profeſſe)re Chrifk:.ye willdoe much for one that 
 weelough, .eſpecially-if it by qne thas, can doe much for vs, 
14.10h.15. Now what ſaich our Saviour . If you lowe me keepe my com« 
wmaudemerts, leh. 1 4,1 g,ltChriſft be our beloved, his coman=» 
detmeatz muſt. be {o.ca9,Wiholoever, bates the law hats the 
Lawgiyer, #lſv, - Take a vi:w then af mens pradtiſes, & we 
ſhyllſce,chcy mzkea very ſcogne of. Chriſt, & of his coman= 
d:zments. Looke vponcthem in their tamilies,&.you cannot 
fade any foor-Reps of rehgion,no conſtanc praier morning 
and eveitiagz.co reading of ch2 wor ,no inftruRion of chil- 
dren and (:cyacts,noutzes of devotion whereby you ſhall 
know them from Papiſts, Atheiſts,or Infidels . iScethem in 
the publike worfhip,of Goi,and there is nothing bur neg * 
ligeace and profanznefle, ſellomeat church if any bufineſſe 
<llc be ta be done, & whea they are thexe,they arecarcleſſs 
; mn 
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4n praier,in hearing of che word read,or preached, nothing 
is remembred for whichthey ate a ioce the better ; Looke 


vponthem in their private. converſation; & they are full of 
all vngodlines, vnrighteouſnes, and vnſobernefle, horrible 
ſwearers,that cannot ſpeake but they muſt blaſpheme, pro- 
fane deſpiſers of Gods word,and worſhip,eriders of prea- 
chiog and preachers,im a word,enemies to all godlineſſe and 
piety of life, which by reproaches, and vnehrittian revilings, 
they ſecke to blaſt in whoſocuerthey lee it grow,extreames. 
ly ignorant, knowing nothing diftinAly in matters of Reli« 
gion,not able with any vnderſtanding to giue you a reaſo- 
nable account in any pojnt-of their faich. In ciuill deabng 
m& that are ynfaichfull, vntruflie,yameccifull. In their carri- 
age prowd, diſdainefull, luxurious, wanton and vncleane 
perſons, May we belicue ſuch men when they ſay Chriſt is 
their beloued?Surely we cannot though they ' fox. mpiin 
it » What? loue Chriſt, yet not know him,exceptit be by 
hisname; loue him?Andyer deſpiſe his feruancs', his ſer- 
vice,his Minifters,make aieſt athis word,and put off wich a. 
ſcoffe the counſels and rebukes which out of it are brought 
tothem. Loue Chriſt? Yer ſet thy mouth agamſt heauey,, 
and in thy rage and hellifh furie diſcharge thy blaſphemies 
ypon his ſoute,his body,his blood, his- wounds, his name, 
ypon 2l|thatis pretious in him, and not to be named bur 
with devotion . Wilt thou ſay thou loueſt Chriſt ,, when 
thou haft no heart tothinke on bim,totalke of him, ro be 
in his preſence, t1 the aflem-blies of Gods people in publike, 
at ſermon,at ſacraments,1t private praiers?I; he thy friend? 
And yet art though loath to haue any thmg to doe with 
him,in(uch places,in ſuch exerciſes?- In fine wher's thy loue 
xo Chrilt, whilſt ] ſee thy vngodly lite, whereby thou diſho« 
noureſt Chriſt, and ſhameR che name of a Chriſtian > If by 
theſe praQtiles we ſhall know thy loue of him, whereby 7 
mervaile ſhall we know thy hatred of im , Bur, brethren; 
be noc deceiucd, God will not fobe mocked, delude thy 
| K 3 _ ſeit. 
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ſelfe thou maiſt , bur Chrift thou canſt-not with ſuch faire 
gloſſes :itis not him whom thou loueſ,it is ſome thing els, 
thy pleafures,thy wealth, thy luſts, the world; the Divel}, 
Theſe be the things whereen thy affeions dote, whereco 
thy deſires are falined,cheſe things thou canſt ſerue, let thE 
commande any thing,thou art at a becke to doe it, itis thy 
felicitie to be imploicd by chem . If any will 'crofſe thee in 
theſe thy courſes, admoniſh thee , rebuke thee, perſwade 
thee,thou canſt not brooke them,thou counteſt chem thine 
enemies,that thus trouble thee; when thou art entreated by 
thy loue to God,thy loue to Chriſt , thy loue co his word, 
by thy loue to his Miniſters,by thy loue to thine own ſoule, 

all things that are louely, & by all loues to deny vngad- 
lines and worldly luſts,and co liue righteouſly, ſoberly,and 
godly . Wouldſt thou not be perſwaded to reafon ; didſt 
thou indeed loue any of theſe,as in word thou profeſleſt to 
doe: but when all admonitions,reprehenfions, exhortati« 
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ons,or whatſoever good coiſel given inthe name of Chriſt 


ſhall noe yet be encercained for the loue of Chriſt , bue fall 
ypon the heart like the hammer on the anvill , that ſtrikes 
butenters not , orlike a ball from a yall be ſmitten backe 
into the face of him that ſent iz, with ſcorne and contem 
of him,his meſſage, and his Miniſter coo,fay what thou wilr, 
chy tongue belyes thine heart, Chriſt i not he whom thy ſonle 
boveth,when thou wilt doe nothing for his ſake, take it for 
a conclufton,be hates (friſt that hates Chriſtianitie. 

2 Vſeis for Exhortationthat ſeeing wee haue ſo faire an 
obic& of loue as Chriſt is, we would place our loue there 
and beitow it on him who beſt deſerues it. This is a yerie 
good point to put in pratiſe. Wee haue ignorant, and 
worldly mindes, wee know not the high Excellencies of 
Chriſt Icſus and therefore doe noc affe& them. The world 


and worth of it we know and loue, buttoo well. Againe Sa. 


than, and our wicked hearts doe blinde our eies, that wee 
cannot iudge aright of things; it is with our mindes , as it - 
wit 


_ 


with our eyes, things that are a farre off Rouge of greater 
& bigger circune, yet ſeeme far lefle then thoſe things thar. 
are neerer at hand, The-earth,and earthly pleaſures they are 
hard by, we taſte ſee and handle-chem, we finde the ſweet- 
nefſe of them by their preſent poſſeſſion, their natures agree 
with ours,they are carnall, and ſo are wee, and therefore 
they will ſort with our ſenſuall defires + But now for Hea- 
uenand ir's Toy; for Chriſt, and his graces, and glories, . 
they are matcers a far off, out of our kenne, we heare much 
talke of chem in word, butour ſleſhly mindes cannot raiſe 
vp themſelues ſo high, as toconceaue the true worth of - 
them, by that which we heare ſpoken of them; ſuch ſpiritu- 
all chings, fic not with our earthly diſpoſitions, and there« - 
fore when we heare of them-{ take away a few faint defires, 
that dye of theraſelues) we haue otherwiſe indeed no great 
liking of them, we full] euery of vs more or lefſe the Pro- 
phecy of Eſay, foretelling how corruptly men would iudge - 
touching Chriſt and his conditions , euen wee thinke chat | 
He hath no forme nor comelineſſe, and when wee ſhall ſos him 733+ - 
there s no ſuch beamty that wee ſhould defire him. Looke how 

meanely the leweseſteemed of Chriſt in his abaſement vp+ 

on Earch, ſo doe Chriſtians now iudge of him though in his - 

glory, they ſee no ſuch great excellency as men ſpeake of in 

Chriſt, in his graces, his word,his miniſters his ſexuice,that 

they ſhould be ſo much carried away with the loue of him, 

or his .How often doe men aske that queſtion in their 

hearts , Which the dang hters of Teruſalem acked the Church, 

What is thy beloned more then another belowed, O thoufaireſt Cant.3. 9, 
among women, what is thy beloued more then . another beloned 

that thou doſt ſo charge vs? Whac need ſuchadoe; ſuch cal. 

liag and ſecking and —_— theWatchmen of the cit- 

ty; ſuch charging of vs to cell him of thee, if wee finde him 

is there any ſuch fingular dignity in this thy beloued aboue 

others? ſo menin their hearts and rongues doe enquire 
Atcangely.rouching Chriſt and religion, they wonder: what - 
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 "YheChrittians lone. 
great matters we findein Chrift, and his ſernice, what: good 
they get by ſo much prayers, prezching , running to Ser- 
mons, and hearing; -by fuch (trifncfle in their liues, and 
all this forche loue of Chriſt; 8 conſcience of his -comman- 
dements:; they {eenot where the 'berefir-is, and it eucn ans 
gers them that others ſhould admire whar they fee nor, for 
any thiag they perceiue grace deſires not ſo mmch law as 
God; the communion ot Chrift hath -nor-ſo much delighe 
in ic, as that wich they call goodfellowſhip.; filthy pica- 
ſures relliſh-{weeter, then che joyes of tne ſpirit, and peace 
of a good conſcience;they can loue the world & the: things 
inthe world , bee iran impure firumper, the very imoge of 
the divell aſwell, nzy rather then Teſus Chriſt, The breght- 
nes of Gods glory, & expeſſe image as he s5 called of his per (on, 
This doQrane of loujngChrilt ſoundes Rrangeiy in the cares 


eat 


. of carnall men; Wherefore that wee may make a right vſc 


of this inftruRion two things are to be obtained before we 
ſhall loue Chiift. — | 

1 _ Knowledgeof Chriſt, whar are.his excellgncies in him» 
ſelfe and benefics toward-vs. This knowlede is rhe mother 
of affe&ion, What the eye ſees not the heart ruces not; and 
tis true On ,the other ide , what the eye ſees not the heart 
ioyes10t, Whereforeall meanes mult bee-vied ro get. alis 
flin& knowledge of Chriſt,1n ail rhe forenamed particulars; 
© Perfectly we ſhall not know him in this lite, neithet ſhall 
we peifealy loue him, butio farreas the word hath Ce- 
ſcribed him to vs we-may-and muſi know him. 


__ 2- -Holinefle of hearts for Chrifty, and. allthings in him are 


holy, heauenly, and {piricuall, and our. affe tions will nee 
yer take to them, till they beermide lke rothem heauenly. 
and ſpit ituall,*tis-indeedmarurall to loue ſome things, bur 
to louc God thats {rom-grace, this, affetion is founu only 
inthe.chugch,*is the.ſoule calls Chriſt, wellbeloued, tho!e 
thar are regenerare, whoſe heares-are ſanAified, thoſe vire 
gins are ſpokenofin the third yerle of the firſt chapter, wha 

PU 


have ſwelt the odor of the ſee 


' ved, that ſhee ſought ſo- much after him, but when ſhee: 


. ra#/alem, Now «heir eyes arc opened, and their hearts tou- 
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1, & ogntments of the 
Grace of Chriſt ſhed in their hearrs : theſe loue- 
Chriſt, and-none els. When thus the eyes ofour mindes are 
enlightned, and our finfull hearts changed, then ſhall wee: 
begin ynfainedly to loue &admire thole treaſures of knowe 
and Wiſdome thoſe ex riches of grace & glo- 
ry which are ftore1in the perſon of our Lord leſus Chriſt: 
wee ſhall then looke ypon all that good is the world which: 
before we loucd and ined, now co-mparing it with. | 
Chriſt wee ſhall conclude: with the Apoſtle, things 
which were advantage to mee, the ſame I cannot looſe Phil.3:6. 
Chbriſts.ſake , and indge them tobees dung that I may winne 
Chrift..It wilbe-with vs as it was with- the daughters of 
leruſalem before ſpoken of, who at firſt ignorancly and 
fomewhat ſcornefully asked the ſpouſe whatwas her belo- 


had at large deſcribed him in all his excellencies, and told! 
them: T his i wy b:loned, this is my lowe O D brers of le« 


ched,they are as defirouz togoe ſeeke him as the ſpouſe her Cant: $516 
ſelfe and now they begin to enquire of her O thow faireſt 

among women, whether is thy beloned gone whether i he twr= 

ned aſrae, that we may goe and ſeeke him with thee chap, 6.1.. 

Now the lord open owt eyes by his ſpurit; that wee may Cleerely; 

ſ86.and ardenth lone (/briſt, to whom with the father,5.... 
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